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“SPREADING LOVE” ON FEBRUARY 10:
BLANKET SUNDAY
AND “WISDOM ROAD” SECOND HOUR!
Pastor Mark returns to the pulpit on February 10, preaching on the text from Luke 4
of Jesus fishing with the disciples. February 10 is Blanket Sunday, the annual special offering we take on behalf of Church World Service. With the proximity to Valentine's Day,
Hammond Streeters will be reminded that a gift of $10 can “spread love” by purchasing
warm and comforting blankets to people in need. Last year, over 174,000 CWS blankets
and school and hygiene kits were distributed throughout the world:
30 blankets to Haiti
19,950 blankets and kits to Syria
5,675 blankets and kits to Serbia
128,586 blankets and kits to the US and Puerto Rico
4,800 school kits to Georgia
15,000 hygiene kits to Honduras

It's also possible to share blankets and kits with others by going online: cwsblankets.org/donate Please give generously!
After church on Sunday, Madonna Arsenault will lead us in a Second Hour at 11:30
AM in Fellowship Hall. She will introduce us to the Wisdom Road Center for Spiritual
Direction that will be centered at Hammond Street. Madonna's ministry among us will focus on compassionate soul care and spiritual companionship. Join us!
THIS SUNDAY AT HAMMOND STREET CHURCH
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
February 10, 2019

PREACHING: Rev. Dr. Mark Allen Doty
SCRIPTURE: Luke 5: 1-11
SERMON: “THE ONE THAT GOT AWAY”
9:00 AM Adult Sunday School
10:00 AM : Sanctuary Worship
11:30 AM : Fellowship Hour

PLEASE REMEMBER
Ross Manor: Lloyd George
Bangor Rehab & Nursing:
Dot Simmons
Hammond Streeters at Home:
Barbara Brown, Sandy Farver,
Bob Young, Del Reidt,
Rev. Dave Follansbee

PASTOR'S PERSPECTIVE

“A Bigger Table”
to be 2019 Lenten Study
Dear Friends,
One of the themes of Lent is growth and study. In keeping with that emphasis, Hammond Streeters have enjoyed reading and discussing a book together each year. The
2019 Lenten Study will be A Bigger Table by John Pavlovitz.

The full title of the book provides this clue as to its contents: A Bigger Table: Building Messy, Authentic, and Hopeful Spiritual Community. The book jacket says this about
the author: “John Pavlovitz, is a pastor, writer, and activist from Wake Forest, North
Carolina. In the past four years, his blog, Stuff That Needs to be Said, has reached a diverse worldwide audience. A twenty-year veteran in the trenches of local church ministry, John is committed to equality, diversity, and justice, both inside and outside faith
communities.”
As I have read this volume, I get the feeling that John Pavlovitz is one of us—he just
doesn't know it! In this era of national polarization and church challenges, I have found
his writing to be both welcome and inspiring.
Our Lenten Study will take place on the six Sunday evenings during this penitential
season, beginning on March 10. Each session will last from 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM. Despite her recent move to a condominium, I am delighted to announce that Emily Bean
has again volunteered to host us! We shall gather at Jackson Place each week, then, for
our study. Copies can be purchased online or through local booksellers.
My grateful thanks to Madonna and Greg for filling in for me as I participated in the
ordination of my friend at First Parish, Old Ship Church, in Hingham, Massachusetts. It
was amazing! See you in church.

Blessings,

Mark Allen Doty, Senior Pastor

The Texts This Week: Isaiah 6:1-8 (9-13); Psalm 138, 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Luke 5: 1-11

HAMMOND STREETERS AT HOME: Tim Furrow, Ben Haskell and Roberta Burbank are all at
their homes recuperating after surgeries. Cards
are welcome.
MEAL TRAIN: Please consider providing a meal
for the Haskell family while Ben Haskell recovers
at home. You can register to bring a meal through
the website https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/
k7692d?intro=true or you can contact Megan
Bridges at (207) 570-6903. Let’s bless these beloved members of our church with love, support,
and FOOD! Thank you.
MEAL TRAIN: Tim Furrow is homebound for
the next 3-4 weeks recovering from surgery. He
could really use help with a couple meals per
week. It was difficult for Tim to ask for help—I
know he could really use it! If you can make a
meal for him, please tryo to stick to low salt and
low carb options. He is restricted to those two
categories. Thank you, Hammond Streeters so
much. I know you can come through for Tim at
this time! https://mealtrain.com/8de4y5 or contact
Megan Bridges at (207) 570-6903.
FLOWERS: Flower dedications are needed for
February. Please see Donna Wheaton or sign up
on the calendar in the Narthex.
YOUR NEW MINISTRY and office of The Wisdom
Road Center for Spiritual Direction is up and running at Hammond Street Congregational Church!
A website will be coming in the near future.
Individual Spiritual Care and Spiritual Direction is
available: Monday’s from 9:00am to 1:00pm;
Wednesday’s 9:00am to 5:00; Thursday’s 9:00am
to 5:00pm.
Monday Morning Meditation Group begins Monday, February 11th at 10:00am in the Wisdom
Road office. For more information please contact
Madonna Arsenault, M.Div., CSD at the church
office: 207-942-4381 or by cell at 603-475-5994,
texts are great and so are voice messages. For
email, contact me at Madonna.arsenault1@mail.com
“THE GATHERING” fellowship ring of musicians
will not play on this coming Sunday because of
the 2nd Hour Presentation at 11:30am on Sunday,
February 10th. We will resume the following Sunday-check My HSCC Family Facebook page for
updates from Wisdom Road!
Deep peace,
Madonna

FLIA PROGRESSIVE DINNER, MARCH 3rd: HSCC
is a dues-paying member of FLIA, Faith Linking in Action. This interfaith group is comprised of six faith
communities in the area. These groups are banding
together to put together a Progressive Dinner fundraiser on Sunday, March 3rd. Tickets are $20.00
each and will be available soon in the Church Office.
Cooking volunteers will be reimbursed for their ingredients!
The schedule will be as follows:

5:00 PM: Appetizer at Unitarian Universalist Society
of Bangor.
6:00 PM: Entrée at Hammond Street
7:00 PM: Dessert at Redeemer Lutheran.
More details will be forthcoming! Mark your calendars, please!
GREETINGS FROM THE MAINE CONFERENCE
UCC in this season of Epiphany. As we begin a new
calendar year in the Maine Conference, I can’t help
but reflect on this past year and the good work your
congregation has done for the ministry of Jesus
Christ. We here at the Conference are extremely appreciative of your covenental support to the wider
church, reflected in your generous and faithful contributions to Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) and
Fellowship Dues this past year. Your financial support
enables the Conference to deliver a host of services.
In a time when many churches have diminished resources, your congregation is not only serving you
community, but also supporting the ministry that the
wider church provides on your behalf. Your faithful
contributions matter—so thank you!
Darren Morgan
Associate Conference Minister
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BOSTON REDSOX TRIP: We
are planning a trip to Fenway
Park to watch the Red Sox play
the Mariners on Saturday, May
11, 2019. The bus will leave at
7:00 AM from HSCC. The cost
is $155.00 per person. For more
information please contact
Michael (478-8431) or Susan Gildart (478-3320).

DUES ARE DUE: Dues are $18. If you are
not sure if you have paid your dues, please
contact Joni Decato.
ECUMENICAL FOOD CUPBOARD: Is in
need of some items. If you can help donate
any of these items, it would be greatly appreciated. Pasta, Macaroni and cheese, condiments (ketchup, mayonnaise, mustard, BBQ
sauce) Thankyou.

2ND HOUR PRESENTATION:
On Sunday, February 10th at 11:30am, please join us for a wonderful presentation of our new ministry
here at HSCC. Madonna J. Arsenault, M.Div., will be sharing, during our 2nd Hour, about Wisdom
Road Center for Spiritual Direction and the ministry of compassionate soul care and spiritual companionship.
Spiritual Direction welcomes all people from all faith traditions and practices, or none, and shares the
sacred journey in spiritual companionship. As a practitioner and receiver in the wisdom tradition of
spiritual direction, having trained in Franciscan Spiritual Direction at St. Anthony Shrine in Boston,
Madonna ministers within the universal principles of love, compassion, respect, inclusiveness, and
diversity, honoring the full humanity and inherent worth and dignity of all persons as practiced in her
Christian and Native American roots.
Spiritual Direction honors each person’s right to choose their spiritual path to find a deeper connection with the presence of the Divine-the God of their understanding. Spiritual Direction companions
persons as they live into their spiritual, emotional, psychological and physical well-being, and, with
support and compassion in all life situations, explore the deep questions of their lives with their inner
wisdom, resources, and strength.
Madonna is a Certified Spiritual Director, and Director of Spiritual Care at Hammond Street Congregational Church, UCC in Bangor, Maine where she also teaches Adult Religious Education, is a member
of the choir and provides supply preaching.
She is also a Chaplain at Northern Light, Eastern Maine Medical Center, and Residential Counselor
with Volunteers of America, IRT-North.
Madonna is a Member-In-Discernment toward the process of becoming an ordained pastor in the United Church of Christ. Her work focuses on the intersections of spiritual and pastoral care, healing,
and ethics and social justice with vulnerable and marginalized populations, as well as compassionate
end of life care through death for those who are dying and their families. Passions include her love of
music and the arts, natural medicine, nature, teaching, and writing.
Madonna is the mother of four children and grandmother of five, and widow of Allen J. Sockabasin of
whose music she still shares and performs with creative souls throughout Maine.
Please join us Sunday, February 10th at 11:30 during coffee hour for this wonderful 2nd Hour presentation.

.

