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PRAYERFUL LIVING 

1 TIMOTHY 2:1-7 

LUKE 16:1-13 
 

 You may remember a story I shared with you a few years ago: 
 Once upon a time, there was a very wealthy man and his name was Bill 
Gates.  He was one of the wealthiest men the world had ever seen.  In fact, he 
was the wealthiest man in the United States of America and even in all the earth.  
He had made hundreds of billions of dollars from computers and software.  He 
had many high level managers whom he entrusted to care for the various 
divisions of his companies. 
 Now, one of his high level managers was a man by the name of Johnny 
Christian.  Johnny Christian was one of the top-level managers there at 
Microsoft, but he wasn't a very good manager.  Johnny Christian was losing all 
kinds of money for Bill Gates.  One day, Bill Gates said, "Johnny Christian, you 
need to come into my office."  Johnny Christian came.  Gates continued, "Johnny 
Christian, you are not doing a very good job.  In fact, you are doing a lousy job.  
You are fired.  I'm giving you a thirty-day notice and you are out of here." 
 As Johnny Christian closed the door to Bill Gates' office and walked down 
the hall all alone, he was deeply upset.  He thought to himself:  "What am I going 
to do?  I can't go out and work with my hands.  I am a white-collar guy.  What will 
i do? Hmmmmm.  I know what I will do." 
 And so he telephoned many of the people who owed money to Bill Gates.  
He said to the first, "you owe Bill Gates one hundred million dollars?"  "Yes."  
"Well, you write out a check for fifty million and your debt will be paid in full. 
Remember me in the future.  Maybe I can work for you someday."  Johnny 
Christian telephoned the next guy and asked, "How much money do you owe Bill 
Gates?"  He answered, "Ten million bucks."  Johnny said, "Write out a check for 
five million bucks, and we will call it even.  Remember that you and I are friends 
for the future."  Johnny Christian then telephoned the third person and asked, 
"How much do you owe Bill Gates?"  He replied, "I owe him a million dollars."  
Johnny Christian told him to write out a check for $500,000 and said, "Remember 
me in the future." 
 Jesus then concluded the parable, a story with a symbolic meaning, by 
saying, "I commend the dishonest money manager for his shrewdness.  For the 
children of this generation are more shrewd in dealing with money than are the 
children of light.  The sons and daughters in the marketplace are shrewder in 



dealing with earthly money than are God's sons and daughters in dealing with 
their eternal salvation" (Edward F. Markquart, "Money And Wise Investments For 
The Future"). 
 So writes Pastor Edward Markquart in his retelling of our lesson from 
Luke, "The Parable of the Dishonest Manager."  In a sermon that he wrote on 
this text, Pastor Markquart tells us that "One out of seven …passages from the 
Gospel of Luke…is about money.  There are more passages in the Gospel of 
Luke about money than there are about marriage, sex or family values.  There is 
more about money than any other topic in the Gospel of Luke." 
 And then this Lutheran Pastor asks, "Why?  Why is there so much about 
money in the Gospel of Luke?  It is because all human beings have a hard time 
handling money.  Money usually handles us." 
 Indeed.  In his treatment of this passage, one bible scholar says that Luke 
touches on the issues of wealth and poverty so frequently, it is like "A Refrain" 
(Fred B. Craddock, Interpretation:  Luke).  The message, however, is mixed.  
Doom is pronounced on the rich, and yet the wealthy are saved.  Missionaries 
who go on their journeys are encouraged not to take supplies, but the people 
who provide for them along the way are blessed.  The beatitudes bless the poor, 
and yet possessions can be good and positive.   
 In Chapter 16, we can understand that for Luke money is a complex issue.  
This is certainly revealed in the two parables before us:  "The Parable of The 
Dishonest Manager," the subject for today's sermon, and "The Parable of The 
Rich Man and Lazarus," the subject of next Sunday's lesson.  Each of these 
stories begins with the words, "There was a rich man…" In both of the parables, 
the first portion is addressed to the disciples.  The second part speaks to the 
Pharisees--talking about the "Use of money that is spiritually fatal." 
 The challenge in both parables is to try to figure out what Jesus' 
interpretation of the parable is and what is Luke's.  Be that as it may, however, 
what we can be sure of is that Luke is "Interpreting The Jewish Tradition of a 
New Audience in a New Situation." 
 The late Fred Craddock pointed out that a number of Christian people 
have found this parable offensive, and for two reasons.  The first reason is that 
people are disturbed that there would be anything commendable about someone 
who has acted dishonestly.  The good professor found that reaction a bit odd as 
he said, quite rightly, that is who we are as people: “Everyone is a mixed bag of 
the commendable and the less commendable."     
 As many of you know, I spent a year teaching college English to three 
classes of inmates at a maximum security prison.  These men were there 
precisely because they had been dishonest and much more; and yet I found my 
students to be eager, willing and capable.  The class discussions were the best 
in my experience.  For the most part, the students in my classes had seen the 
error of their ways, including their dishonesty and criminal behavior, and had 
vowed to lead honorable lives to a greater or lesser degree.  To be sure, these 
inmates collectively represented "The Mixed Bag" Dr. Craddock was speaking 
about. 



 In this regard, it is interesting to note that this biblical scholar has called 
this passage "The Parable of The Shrewd Steward."  And therein lies the second 
reason people object to this story:  they don't want words like "shrewd" or "clever" 
as terms to be associated with the children of light.  As I read the parable, 
"dishonest" is probably too strong a word.  At the very least, the steward was 
clever.   
 I have known several people who work for the Internal Revenue Service, 
and they have told me how very clever many Americans are when they fill out 
their tax forms!  These tax filers are people who are considered upstanding 
members of their communities; they are not convicted felons.  But clearly these 
men and women know how to do their taxes creatively! 
 Creative accounting is certainly what the Manager in Jesus' Story is all 
about.  He is cutting deals with people who are indebted to the rich man.  And I 
must say that the story actually reminded me of the IRS which makes deals with 
people who owe vast sums of money.  Apparently the attitude of the Internal 
Revenue Service is, it's better to get fifty cents on the dollar than nothing at all.  
And that is why, of course, The Master commended The Steward.  He was able 
to realize a portion of what he was owed rather than not receiving any payment 
at all. 
 Now while some have tried to make The Steward, The Manager, look 
better by saying that the reductions he offers the debtors is simply leaving his 
commission out of the equation, somehow that doesn't quite ring true.  While I 
would agree that The Manager is "shrewd" or "clever," I would also say that he is 
self-serving.  You will remember that in each of the three cases, he says 
something to the merchants like, "remember me if I ever need to come to you for 
a job."  What can be more clever than that:  I will cut you a deal, I'll make a deal 
for my boss, and I'll make a deal for myself.  That, my friends, is the very 
definition of shrewd! 
 Our Epistle for the morning provides the counterweight for all that is clever 
and shrewd and yes, dishonest.  This letter, 1 Timothy, was penned late in the 
first century and written in Paul's name.  By that time, "a generation or two of 
early Christians had passed from the scene.  "The apostles had died without 
Jesus returning for a second time, as had been promised.  For Christians, 
persecutions, trials, expulsion from synagogues, and executions were the order 
of the day.   The Roman Empire had become thoroughly Pagan.  Needless to 
say, with its troops and money, Rome was in charge of the earthly affairs of 
everyone in the empire (Kate Huey, "Prayerful Living," Sermon Seeds, UCC.org). 
 And so this letter to Timothy reminds this young, hard-working missionary 
in Ephesus   
Who really is in charge of day-to-day life?  "Paul" reaffirms for Timothy that there 
is one God, and one true mediator, Jesus Christ.  And so we have in these 
verses from today's lesson "Instructions Concerning Prayer."  The rulers and 
leaders deserve our prayers, the author is saying, not blind submission.  But the 
most important thing for the author who writes in Paul's name, is that prayer 
should be the beginning point of life. 



 In the last verse of the scripture, "Paul" says that as an apostle he is a 
herald "In Faith and Truth."  That word brings us back to our passage from Luke 
which talks about being faithful and authentic in terms of one's lifestyle.   Fred 
Craddock uses a wonderful example here of what Jesus is speaking about, the 
small opportunities that each of us is given each day to do the right thing: 

Most of us this week will not christen a ship, write book, end a war, 
appoint a cabinet, dine with the Queen, convert a nation, or be burned at the 
stake.  More likely the week will present no more than a chance to give a cup of 
water, write a note, visit a nursing home, vote for a County Commissioner, teach 
a Sunday School class, share a meal, tell a child a story, go to choir practice, and 
feed the neighbor's cat (Interpretation:  Luke). 

The way you and I handle these small tasks is reflective of who we are as 
people.  In the "Parable of the Dishonest Manager," there is a direct correlation 
between the steward and his view of possessions.   
 Jesus uses this story as an example of what happens to you and me with 
material goods.  I have talked to many, many people who have seen terrible 
conflict in their families over who gets what when the will is read--and before.  It 
is for a good reason that Jesus closes this parable with some proverbial truths.  
In verse 10, there is this small sentence that makes a large point:  "Whoever is 
faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very 
little is dishonest also in much." 
 Perhaps you remember a story that went viral on the internet several 
years ago.   A nineteen-year-old manager of a Dairy Queen in Minnesota went to 
the aid of a young blind man.  After the incident the DQ was swamped with 
dozens of phone calls, hundreds made comments on the Web and there was a 
big increase in business.   
 What happened was this:  a frequent customer walked into Joey Prusak's 
dairy queen.  When the blind man took out his credit card to pay for his order, a 
$20 bill fell out of his pocket.  An elderly woman standing behind the blind 
customer quickly bent down, snatched up the bill and put it in her purse. 
 Mr. Prusak then picks up the story: 
 She walked to the counter and I asked her to please return the $20 bill to 
the gentleman.  She looked at me like “What are you talking about.”  I asked her 
again to return it and she said, “No, it's mine.  I just dropped it.”  I told her I'm not 
going to serve you if you are going to be disrespectful as you are stealing 
someone's money like that. 
 She started getting really angry...started swearing and whatnot.  I stayed 
relatively calm.  I deal with customers on a daily basis.  She kept swearing 
though and I asked her to leave the store.  I told her if you aren't going to return 
the money, you need to leave right now. 
 Then the woman “stormed out.” 
 After what happened an anonymous customer wrote to the owner of the 
Dairy Queen about the most surprising development of all.  “Your employee 
approached the young man and took out his wallet and said, 'Sir, on behalf of 
Dairy Queen, I would like to give you the $20 that you happened to drop on the 
ground as you walked away from the counter.” 



 When Joey Prusak watched the woman take the man's money, he said, “I 
just got instantly sick....I just felt sick to my stomach.”  In his view, confronting her 
and paying the man back was simply the right thing to do (Oliver Darcy, The 
Blaze). 
 “Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is 
dishonest in a very little is dishonest in much.” 
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