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THANKSGIVING SUNDAY and
HANGING OF THE GREENS on
NOVEMBER 24; THANKSGIVING
FEAST on NOVEMBER 28
Come, ye thankful people, come,
Raise the song of harvest home;
All is safely gathered in,
Ere the winter storms begin;
God, our Maker, doth provide
For our wants to be supplied,
Come to God's own temple come,
Raise the song of harvest home.
The words of Henry Alford's beloved hymn remind us of the changing seasons and the celebration of Thanksgiving this coming Sunday, as well as the Feast on Thanksgiving Day.
On Sunday, we'll “gather together” to sing the hymns of the season, Pastor Mark and the Choir
and Madonna Arsenault will provide inspiration for our adults and children. Immediately following
the service we'll have the Hanging of the Greens to decorate the Meeting House for Advent and
Christmas. With many hands working, we'll be done in record time! The free Thanksgiving Feast
at HSCC for 1:00 PM on Thanksgiving Day.
THIS SUNDAY AT HAMMOND STREET CHURCH
Reign of Christ
November 24 2019

PREACHING: Rev. Dr. Mark Allen Doty
SCRIPTURE: Colossians 1:11-20
SERMON: “ TOGETHER IN CHRIST”
9:00 AM: Adult Study
10:00 AM : Sanctuary Worship
11:30 AM : Fellowship Hour

PLEASE REMEMBER
Maine Veteran’s Home: Eda Morrison
Winterberry Heights: Rev. Dave Follansbee
Bangor Rehab & Nursing : Dot Simmons
Hammond Streeters at Home:
Barbara Brown, Sandy Farver,
And Nina Hansen.

PASTOR'S PERSPECTIVE

How Can I Join Hammond Street Church?
Dear Friends,
One of the privileges of being part of a church family is to become a member of the
congregation. Church membership makes your involvement “official.” When you join
HSCC, you sign your name in the Membership Register. Your signature is proof that
you are taking this step seriously and purposefully.
Church membership is a sign that you wish to support Hammond Street Congregational Church, UCC with your prayers, your presence, your gifts, and your service. We
have recently celebrated Consecration Sunday in which we made financial commitments
to the congregation for the coming year. A member of the church recently said she
turned her Pledge Card over and wrote how she wished to be a steward of her time during 2020.
On Sunday, December 15th, those who will be uniting with our congregation will
meet with the Deacons at a New Member Tea at 3:00 PM in the Church Parlor. Folks
who will be joining HSCC together with the Diaconate will speak about their spiritual
journeys and what brought them to Hammond Street, as well as what they treasure about
our church home. Several new member candidates will be baptized at that time. Membership packets will be distributed, and we will review materials related to the history
and belief of the United Church of Christ and take a closer look at our faith life together.
We'll also speak about formally joining the church on Christmas Sunday, December
22nd. I always look forward to the New Member Tea, as it is a beautiful experience of
sharing and getting acquainted!
If you are thinking about joining our church family, please be in touch with me. See
you on Thanksgiving Sunday!
Blessings,

Mark Allen Doty, Senior Pastor

The Texts This Week: Jeremiah 23:1-6; Psalms 46; Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43

THANKSGIVING “SORT WEEK” AT FOOD AND
MEDICINE During the coming week, vegetables and food stuffs will be sorted and placed into
bags for the massive delivery of Thanksgiving
baskets from 9-5 each day. If you can help,
please call Adam Thiesen at Food and Medicine:
989-5860.
PUMPKIN BREAD FOR THANKSGIVING: Food
and medicine folks are putting together 13 hundred Thanksgiving baskets this year. We need
willing bakers to bake 6 small loaves of pumpkin
bread so each basket has one loaf. Copies of the
recipe are on the back table in the sanctuary.
Bakers are requested to freeze their loaves then
deliver November 25-27 to Food and Medicine in
South Brewer behind St. Teresa’s Catholic
Church. Thank you.
CHURCH SCHOOL/YOUTH GROUP MEETING:
Pastor Mark has shared with the Diaconate and
the Church Council his feelings about the urgent
need to strengthen our Sunday School program,
as well as establishing an HSCC Youth Group.
Anyone who is interested in these topics is urged
to come to a meeting on Monday, November 25,
at 6:30 PM in the Parlor. Please join us and share
your thoughts!
CHURCH OFFICE: The church office will be
closed on Thursday, November 28 in observance
of Thanksgiving.
THANKSGIVING DAY FEAST: Please join your
friends at Hammond Street Congregational
Church for a free Thanksgiving Day Feast on
Thursday, November 28 at 1:00 PM.
NURSERY ATTENDANT OPENING - Katherine
will be leaving at the end of December. We are
looking for a new nursery attendant Sundays from
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. The rate of pay is $12.50 per
hour. The job description and application form
are available by contacting the church office. The
deadline to apply by submitting a completed application to the office is December 2nd.
SILENT OUTREACH: We would like to thank
the anonymous donor for the 2 very large containers of yarn donated for the knitters of the afghans.
Thank you so much!!!!
STEWARDSHIP
2020
$127,115.68
If you haven’t filled out your pledge, please do so.
The forms are on the back tables in the sanctuary.
Thank you.

Holiday Fair 2019 is behind us, and what a great Fair
it was!
From the first ‘rush’ when the doors opened at 8:00
am until we said good-bye to our last guests after 1:00
pm, we saw a steady stream of people bidding on Silent Auction items, buying jewelry, pet gifts, baked
goods, or cheese and enjoying great chili and chowder.
Final dollar tally isn’t available yet. However, I think
we can celebrate some other things now:
Thanks to all of the Booth Chairs who recruited volunteers and donations for their booths.
Thanks to Jim Van Kirk for playing music and creating
a new HSCC Organ ornament.
Thanks to Judy Carter for donating “Noah’s Ark’ and
overseeing a very successful raffle.
Thanks to the ‘cooks in the kitchen’, organized by
Andy Wood, who made the wonderful chili & chowder.
Thanks to the Communication Committee that got announcements in several event calendars, sent notices to about 50 churches, arranged an interview
on WABI News (very ably done by Linda Murch
and Alex Sanborn) and received over 580 ‘going’
and ‘interested’ clicks on a Facebook event posting.
And finally, a big THANK YOU to Larry Blethen and
Lynda Ryder for the countless hours they spent
‘behind the scenes’ making sure Holiday Fair 2019
was a success. There were no official ‘chairs’ for
this year’s Fair, so Larry & Lynda stepped up.
They brought their years of experience to this
year’s Fair, and we should all thank them for their
efforts.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: The children in the Sunday School classes are making 60 turkey place cards
for Thanksgiving Dinner for Bangor Nursing & Rehab..
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HAVE YOU THOUGHT ABOUT CHRISTMAS
GIFTS YET? We have an easy alternative to the
mob at the Mall and the indecision that can surround purchasing gifts…. GIFT CARDS! Every
purchase you make can put 2% - 16% of the card
value back into our Operating Fund. Deb PhillipsCupples and I will be accepting orders from our
gift card company during Coffee Hour.
Second order will be placed on December
8th that will be ready during coffee hour on December 15th. Complete lists of available gift cards
will be available at Deb’s booth during Coffee
Hour. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me at jonid@roadrunner.com.
Thanks, Joni Decato
OUTREACH: Got Warm Clothing?
Your Outreach committee is looking for gently
used warm winter clothes & boots for distribution
at our Free Bean Lunches. Starting in November,
our guests are offered a selection of warm clothing
to help upgrade their wardrobes as the temperatures drop. Men’s, women’s, kids: jackets, sweaters, vests, sweatshirts and boots. We can use
about any winter clothes in good condition. Men’s
belts are especially needed. Please drop any
items off at the church office or leave them in the
box at the back of the Sanctuary on Sunday morning. Call Andy or Linda with any questions. Thank
you so much—your Outreach Committee.
FOOD CUPBOARD: It is a tough time right
now for the Food Cupboard. The Good Shepherd
Food Cupboard is going through a lot of changes
with a new ordering computer system, etc. So
right now our Food Cupboard is not able to get the
items that we need. We order them but don’t always get what we ordered. In the interim we have
a lot of empty spots on the shelves. Any help
would be greatly appreciated.

WELCOME KATIE SPENCER - OUR FRIDAY
FOLDER
A couple of months ago, I was approached by a
past student who was looking for some volunteer
time. Katie is a past student of mine, and had been
living in a group home and was actively participating in work and day programs. Unfortunately, due
to medical reasons, she had to move back home
and significantly decrease her work time. But she
still wanted to contribute to community in some
way, so Kate contacted me for some ideas. I found
out that Rita was having to fold the bulletins late
Friday and was more than happy for someone to
take that task so she could tackle other office duties. So, any Friday, stop in from 2:00-3:00 and say
hello to Katie, our Friday Folder! Rita is always
pleased to see Katie coming through the door.
She is always very pleasant and smiling and often
times while she folds the bulletins she sings or
hums and Rita has the joy of hearing her. Lori
Spencer & Rita Worster.
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