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PLEASE REMEMBER 
 

Maine Veteran’s Home:  Eda Morrison 
Winterberry Heights:  Rev. Dave Follansbee 

Bangor Rehab & Nursing :  Dot Simmons 
Hammond Streeters at Home:  
Barbara Brown, Sandy Farver,   

And Nina Hansen.   

 

THIS SUNDAY AT HAMMOND STREET CHURCH 

Second Sunday of Advent 

December 8,  2019 
 

PREACHING:  Richard A. Hooks Wayman 
 

SCRIPTURE:  Luke 1:26-31,39-41,56 
 

SERMON:  “CHARITY, COMMUNITY & SO-

CIAL ISOLATION AT CHRISMAS TIME”     
 

9:00 AM:  Adult Study 

10:00 AM : Sanctuary Worship 

                            11:30  AM : Fellowship Hour 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8th:  A MUSICAL SUNDAY! 

                                                    10:00 AM:  BLACK BEAR MEN'S CHORUS 

 

 
Sunday, December 8th, will truly be a musical one!  
The Black Bear Men's Chorus from the University 
of Maine, under the direction of Danny Williams, 
makes a return visit in morning worship.  Through 
the years, the BBMC has had a tradition of singing 
at Hammond Street during Advent. 2019 marks the 
nineteenth anniversary of the Chorus. On Sunday, 
the Black Bear Men's Chorus will be bringing a 

mixture of sacred and secular pieces.  The group, which includes about 80 singers, 
also has had a number of Hammond Streeters in the past as members. Current par-
ticipants include seven Hammond Streeters. 
 One of the most popular aspects of coming to HSCC for the Chorus members is 
sampling our spread at Fellowship Hour! The men love our warm welcome and our 
food!  
 Following the reception, The BBMC will dash over to The Collins Center for The 
Annual Yuletide Concert at 3:00 PM. 
 

Don't miss this special worship experience on the second Sunday of Advent!! 
  



         PASTOR'S PERSPECTIVE 
 

 

Welcome, Rich Hooks Wayman! 

 
Dear Friends, 

 

 While the weather is making our El Salvador departure out of Bangor in the morning 

a bit uncertain (!), one thing I do know is that you will be in good hands on Sunday with 

my friend, Rich Hooks Wayman, in the pulpit and the Black Bear Men's Chorus provid-

ing the music!  Rich serves at the President and CEO for Volunteers of America North-

ern New England (www.voanne.org), a nonprofit organization offering affordable hous-

ing, residential care and community-based social services to communities in Maine and 

New Hampshire.  It is doubly appropriate that Madonna Arsenault, an employee of 

VOA, will introduce Rich on Sunday.  
 

 Many of you know that I am on the Board of Directors of VOANNE and a member 

of the Search Committee that brought Rich to Maine. Prior to his tenure at Volunteers of 

America, Rich served as the National Executive Director for the Children's Defense 

Fund, a nation nonprofit organization headquartered in Washington, D.C. The Fund is 

dedicated to the end of poverty and educational disparities for America's children.  Addi-

tionally, Rich has served as the CEO of a regional child welfare agency in Massachu-

setts, a senior federal policy analyst with the National Alliance to End Homelessness, 

and the director of a statewide supportive housing program serving homeless youth, 

families, and adults in Minnesota. 
 

 Rich attended the University of Iowa School of Law, graduating with a Juris Doctor 

in 1992.  Rich and his husband (Aaron) have six adoptive children and a furious chihua-

hua named Moose. 
 

 Rich Hooks Wayman became a commissioned minister with Volunteers of America 

this summer.  His entire family is coming to Hammond Street but will head back to Fal-

mouth immediately following for his daughter's volleyball practice.  Rich is a delightful, 

lively communicator.  Please make him and the family feel welcome!    

 I shall hold all of you in my heart until my return on December 12th.  May you all ex-

perience the peace, joy and expectation of this holy season! 
  

 

Blessings, 

 

 

 

Mark Allen Doty, Senior Pastor  
                      
 

  

http://www.voanne.org/


The Texts This Week:  Jeremiah 23:1-6;  Psalms 46;  Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43 
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COMMUNITY HOLIDAY BEREAVEMENT SERVICE:  
Please join us for a non-denominational service creat-
ed to bring people together who are experiencing grief 
and loss.  Thursday, December, 5 at 7:00 PM at Ham-
mond Street Congregational Church.  Sponsored by 
Northern Light Home Care and Hospice.  Please 
RSVP to Joel Wigging @ 800-757-3326 by December 
2, 2019.   
POINSETTIA ORDERS:  Reminder that the Poinset-
tia orders need to be turned in to the church office by 
December 8th.  Thank you 
HAVE YOU THOUGHT ABOUT CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
YET?   We have an easy alternative to the mob at the 
Mall and the indecision that can surround purchasing 
gifts…. GIFT CARDS!  Every purchase you make can 
put 2% - 16% of the card value back into our Operat-
ing Fund.   Deb Phillips-Cupples and I will be accept-
ing orders from our gift card company during Coffee 
Hour.  Second order will be placed on December 
8th  that will be ready during coffee hour on December 
15th.  Complete lists of available gift cards will be avail-
able at Deb’s booth during Coffee Hour. If you have 
any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me at 
jonid@roadrunner.com.  Thanks,  Joni Decato 
COOKIE BAKE AND DECORATE: December 14th 
from 9am-12pm.  Come enjoy coffee, tea, juice, 
and fellowship and get some baking done!  Bring 
dough to bake, bring kids to decorate cookies.  We will 
have some baked cookies ready, cookie sheets, and a 
mixer if you want to start from scratch.  Frosting and 
decorations provided.   You’ll be taking your cookies 
home, but we hope you will leave some to share.  The 
plan is to end up with an assortment of cookies for 
Sunday coffee hour so we can show off our efforts!  
Sunday, December 15, Children's Christmas Pag-
eant, 10:00 AM:   
Sunday, December 15, New Member Tea, 3:00 PM:  
Plans are well underway for taking in our “Christmas 
Class”!  A wonderful group of candidates will meet with 
the Diaconate next Sunday afternoon in the Parlor.  
Stories of spiritual journeys will be shared, New Mem-
ber Packets will be distributed and details about join-
ing the congregation on Christmas Sunday, Dec. 22nd, 
will be revealed. 
HOMELESS VIGIL, SATURDAY, DEC. 21, 3:00 PM 
Once again, HSCC will host the annual Homeless Vigil 
on traditionally the longest day of the year, Saturday, 
December 21st .  For the first time, the Vigil is being 
moved to the afternoon in hopes that it would allow 
more people to attend.  The 2019 Homeless Vigil will 
be held at 3:00 PM  in the sanctuary and will memori-
alize those who died in homelessness during the past 
year in Bangor.  Pastor Mark will preside at the Vigil, 
and Madonna Arsenault is arranging for musicians to 
participate.  If you would like to share, please contact 

Madonna:  603-475-5994.  Refreshments will be avail-

able in Fellowship . 

WISDOM ROAD: 
We have now entered the sacred and beautiful season of 
Advent in the Christian Liturgical Year, A, and the Christian 
New Year. The Christian Liturgical Calendar moves 
through liturgical seasons each year and in a three year 
cycle of sacred Scripture. We name the years, simply as A. 
B and C. As we move through these seasons and the Sa-
cred Scriptures, we hear the stories of our ancestors and 
our heritage in the family of God. The Jesse Tree that was 
presented to the children this past Sunday is a visual rep-
resentation of our ancestors and is the family tree of Jesus 
who is our Word made flesh, the Incarnation-Emmanuel-
God with us- and our brother, friend and healer, our begin-
ning and our end. Heaven and earth and all creation sing 
in praise to Christ who shows us the path of love and light, 
and the way to live in Him and in community with one an-
other. The following is the third stanza of Denise Levertov's 
poem Annunciation that is a beautiful meditation in this first 
week of Advent. I hope this brings you fruitful and deep 
contemplation. May we bear the sum of Light into our Ad-
vent time of preparing for the coming of Jesus the Christ, 
who is born again in us.   
Annunciation, III  
"She had been a child who played, ate, slept 
like any other child – but unlike others, 
wept only for pity, laughed in joy not triumph. 
Compassion and intelligence 
fused in her, indivisible. 
Called to a destiny more momentous 
than any in all of Time, 
she did not quail, only asked a simple,  
‘How can this be?’ 
and gravely, courteously, took to heart the angel’s reply, 
perceiving instantly the astounding ministry she was of-
fered: 
to bear in her womb Infinite weight and lightness;  
to carry in hidden, finite inwardness, 
nine months of Eternity; to contain in slender vase of being, 
the sum of power – in narrow flesh, the sum of light. 
Then bring to birth, push out into air, a Man-child 
needing, like any other, milk and love –but who was God." 
Deep peace, Madonna J. Arsenault, M.Div., CSD, MHRT-1 
(Cell—603-474-5994 or church office at 942-4381)  
THE CHRISTMAS CARD EXCHANGE BOX is in the Nar-
thex for those who wish to give cards to HSCC members 
and friends. 
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 FOOD CUPBOARD:  It is a tough time right 

now for the Food Cupboard.  The Good Shepherd 
Food Cupboard is going through a lot of changes 
with a new ordering computer system, etc.  So 
right now our Food Cupboard is not able to get the 
items that we need.  We order them but don’t al-
ways get what we ordered.  In the interim we have 
a lot of empty spots on the shelves.  Any help 
would be greatly appreciated.. 
NOTE FROM THE MODERATOR 
Hard to believe Dec. is here.... A reminder that you will 
need to submit your annual reports to Rita by end of 
month if possible. 
THE WINTER WARMTH TREE is nestled in the 
narthex waiting for new socks, hats, gloves and 
mittens to fill its branches.  The collection will be 
shared with local shelters after January 1.   
CHURCH SCHOOL/YOUTH GROUP MEETING:  
16 people attended last Monday’s meeting to discuss 
ways to enhance our Christian Education program, es-
pecially for 6th-12th graders.  Notes from the meeting 
are attached.  It was troubling to hear that some don’t 
think our youth feel connected to ‘the church’. 
There will be an introductory Youth Group Meeting at 
the church on Sunday, Jan. 5th from 5 – 6:30pm with a 
meal for 6th thru 12th graders. Tricia Vankirk and Ma-
donna Arsenault will meet with our youth to learn what 
they would want from a youth group. 
How can we each help?  Do you know a 6th -12th grad-
er who should be contacted?  Please share the name 
and contact information with the church office.  It might 
be a child, grandchild, other relative or friend. Could 
you help with an activity?  Do you have a talent that 
you can share?  Would you be interested in being a 
mentor for a young people? 
We say “All are welcome here.”  What can we each do 
to involve our youth and help them feel more connect-
ed? 
 

 

BOSTON RED SOX:  It’s time to start thinking 
about the Boston Red Sox trip., Saturday, May 2.  
Price is $160.  Bus will leave Hammond Street at 
6:30 AM and returns about 10PM.  We will put 
posters up and flyers.  Please see Susan & Mi-
chael Gildart to sign up.   

THANKSGIVING DINNER 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


