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PLEASE REMEMBER 
 

Winterberry Heights:  Rev. Dave Follansbee 
Bangor Rehab & Nursing :  Dot Simmons 

Hammond Streeters at Home:  
Barbara Brown, Sandy Farver,   

 Nina Hansen, Terry Churchill, and Eda Morrison  

 

THIS SUNDAY AT HAMMOND STREET CHURCH 

CHRISTMAS SUNDAY 

December 22,  2019 
 

PREACHING:  Rev. Dr. Mark Allen Doty 
 

SCRIPTURE:  Matthew 1:18-25 

SERMON:  “THE WAY IT ALL BEGAN” 
 

9:00 AM:  Adult Study 

10:00 AM : Sanctuary Worship 

                            11:30  AM : Fellowship Hour &New Member                     

      Reception 

 

DECEMBER 22 
CHRISTMAS SUNDAY:  10:00 AM! 

 

 Our long-awaited Christmas Sunday service is almost here!  We look for-
ward to the sanctuary being transformed by the addition of poinsettias given in 
memory and in honor of family and friends.  Our choir and Pastor Mark will pro-
vide inspiration as we are also privileged to receive new members into the 
Hammond Street family.   
 Our new members will receive boutonnieres, have their pictures taken and 
will be the guests of honor at the Fellowship Hour following our service.  Lovern 
Stockwell is planning another “wonderific” spread.  You won’t want to miss her 
unique and original display of goodies. 
 Do plan to be on hand for Christmas Sunday 2019! 
 

DECEMBER 24: 
CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE:  7:00 PM! 

 

 Our annual highlight at HSCC is our Candlelight Christmas Eve Service.  
Pastor Mark will present a Christmas Story and our musicians will provide their 
music ministry.  The evening will close with lighting of our candles and the sing-
ing of “Silent Night”.  Join us and bring a friend! 



 

PASTOR'S PERESPECTIVE 

 

 

When God Speaks... 

 
Dear Friends, 

 

 

 In her collection of short stories called Winter Tales, Isak Dinesen tells a poignant 

story of a young man who became a wealthy, famous author early in his life.  But as 

with many people who unexpectedly find themselves rich and well known, the young 

man developed significant adjustment problems.  He had grown up poor and had written 

about poverty, but now that he was a man of means he felt isolated from the people who 

had given him his first book.  The young author became estranged from his wife, from 

God and from himself.  He wandered the streets of Amsterdam at night, trying to sort 

things out.  He made the decision that he would never write again, and he gave away the 

manuscript of the new book he was writing.   

 

 At the end of the young man's dark night of the soul, in which he considered several 

options—including suicide—he was suddenly overcome by the presence of God.  He 

absolutely felt that God had spoken to him and that God wanted him to write again--

”not for the public, or the critics, but for ME.”  The young man asked God, “Can I be 

certain of that?”  “Not always,” said the Lord.  “You will not be certain of it at all times.  

But I tell you now that it is so.  You will have to hold on to that.”  (Thanks to the Rev. Don 

Shelby for sharing this illustration.) 
 

 God speaks to you and me in a variety of ways.  Certainly in this Advent Season, we 

are looking toward the manger of Bethlehem as God's great spoken “word” to us.  And 

yes, we shall and must hold on to that during the year to come.   

 

 I look forward to greeting you on Christmas Sunday as together we share in the mir-

acle that is the infant Jesus! 

 

Blessings, 

 
                      
 

  

Mark Allen Doty, Senior Pastor 
 

 

 



The Texts This Week:  Isaiah 7:10-16;  Psalms 80:1-7,17-19;  Romans 1:1-17; Matthew 1:18-25 
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THE CHRISTMAS CARD EXCHANGE BOX is in 
the Narthex for those who wish to give cards to 
HSCC members and friends. 
NOTE FROM THE MODERATOR 
Hard to believe Dec. is here.... A reminder that 
you will need to submit your annual reports to Rita 
by end of month if possible. 
FOOD CUPBOARD:  It is a tough time right 
now for the Food Cupboard.  The Good Shepherd 
Food Cupboard is going through a lot of changes 
with a new ordering computer system, etc.  So 
right now our Food Cupboard is not able to get 
the items that we need.  We order them but don’t 
always get what we ordered.  In the interim we 
have a lot of empty spots on the shelves.  Any 
help would be greatly appreciated. 
THE WINTER WARMTH TREE Your donations of 
new hats, gloves, socks, and underwear to the 
Winter Warmth Tree are gratefully accepted and 
will be shared after New Years. 
CHURCH SCHOOL/YOUTH GROUP MEETING:  
16 people attended last Monday’s meeting to dis-
cuss ways to enhance our Christian Education 
program, especially for 6

th
-12

th
 graders.  Notes 

from the meeting are attached.  It was troubling to 
hear that some don’t think our youth feel connect-
ed to ‘the church’. 
There will be an introductory Youth Group Meet-
ing at the church on Sunday, Jan. 5

th
 from 5 – 

6:30pm with a meal for 6
th
 thru 12

th
 graders.  

Madonna Arsenault will meet with our youth to 
learn what they would want from a youth group. 
How can we each help?  Do you know a 6

th
 -12

th
 

grader who should be contacted?  Please share 
the name and contact information with the church 
office.  It might be a child, grandchild, other rela-
tive or friend. Could you help with an activity?  Do 
you have a talent that you can share?  Would you 
be interested in being a mentor for a young peo-
ple? 
We say “All are welcome here.”  What can we 
each do to involve our youth and help them feel 
more connected? 
HOLIDAY FAIR FOLLOW UP:  The Holiday Fair 
was a great success.  We will be having a Fair 
follow up meeting after the first of the year to dis-
cuss what worked well, feedback from customers, 
etc.  We will announce a date coming soon.  All 
are welcome.  
 

 
CARING FOR THOSE WITH ALZHEIMER’S 

The Northern Light Health Spiritual Care Advisory 
Committee invites you to join us for an evening of edu-
cation and conversation about caring for those we 
love who are stricken with Alzheimer’s disease.  This 
event is open to al faith communities and the public.  
Light refreshments will be served.  Thursday, January 
23, 2020, 6:30—8:00 PM Northern Light Acadia Hos-
pital Penobscot Room 268 Stillwater Avenue, Bangor.  
Please RSVP by January 10 to jmbo-
chard@northernlight.org.   
(The poster is on the bulletin board by the church of-
fice).   
 
BOSTON RED SOX:  It’s time to start thinking 
about the Boston Red Sox trip.  Saturday, May 2.  
Price is $160.  Bus will leave Hammond Street at 6:30 
AM and returns about 10PM.  We will put posters up 
and have flyers.  Please see Susan & Michael Gildart 
to sign up.   
 

Our Beautiful Choir 

 
   
 

 
      

 
 
 
 
 
 

Concert and freewill offering on Sunday, January 
12, 2020 at 7:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall.  Mark 
the date and time!  Come join us! 

THE MAINE STEINERS ARE COMING! 
 
Concert and freewill offering on Sunday, Jan-
uary 12, 2020 at 7:00 PM in the Fellowship 
Hall.   Mark the date and time!   Come join us! 
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