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PLEASE REMEMBER 
 

Winterberry Heights:  Rev. Dave Follansbee 
Bangor Rehab & Nursing :  Dot Simmons 

Hammond Streeters at Home:  
Barbara Brown, Sandy Farver,   

 Nina Hansen, Terry Churchill, and Eda Morrison  

 

THIS SUNDAY AT HAMMOND STREET CHURCH 

First Sunday After Christmas 

December 29,  2019 
 

PREACHING:  Madonna Arsenault 
 

SCRIPTURE:  Matthew 1:18-25 

SERMON:  “I’m All Wisdom Sing Praise” 
 

9:00 AM:  Adult Study 

10:00 AM : Sanctuary Worship 

                            11:30  AM : Fellowship Hour     

       

 

JOIN US FOR OUR 2019  
 

CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE  
 

SERVICE AT 7:00 PM 
 

  
 All is in readiness for our annual celebration on December 24.  Beginning ]at 6:40 

PM, in our beautifully decorated sanctuary, the Choir, under the direction of Kathy Jell-

ison, will do several pieces, “Still, Still, Still” and “Peace, Peace.”  The choir will also 

perform an anthem later in the service, “Messiah.” The Bell Choir, under the direction 

of Judy Fricke, will ring the Prelude, “Away in a Manger.” 

  

 Pastor Mark and Madonna Arsenault will lead us in our worship, announce the car-

ols and call on Linda Murch and Alex Sanborn for the Lighting of the Christ Candle.  

Madonna will lead the Children's Moment, and Pastor Mark will present a meditation 

by an unknown author, “Two Babies in the Manger.”  Our 2019 Christmas Eve Offer-

ing is for the Christmas Fund and is designated for retired UCC pastors, spouses and 

church professionals in need.  The service will conclude with our traditional Christmas 

Eve Candle lighting as we sing “Silent Night.”  Come and bring a friend! 



 

PASTOR'S PERESPECTIVE 

Welcome, New Members! 
Dear Friends, 

 Thanks to all who participated in Christmas Sunday 2019!  The 50 poinsettias looked lovely, our 

musicians were superb and Madonna read my sermon (due to my laryngitis) beautifully!  (The only 

other time I was unable to deliver my morning message was in 2008 when my dad died.  Connie 

Insley was my “everyday angel” then!)   Lovern and her daughter rounded out the day with an al-

ways special feast! 

 

 I wanted to present the three new members that united with HSCC yesterday.  There are three re-

maining:  Courtney Morgan, Corey Perkins and Tim Rogers.  They will be received at a later time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Eric Baxter was born in Bangor and grew up on Verona Island.  His home congregation was the 

Elm Street Congregational Church in Bucksport.  He is the owner and President of Page Employ-

ment and Seaboard Security in Brewer.  Eric is the proud father of Hannah, age 14, and is, as he says, 

“a massive dog person.” 
 

 Alexis Pratt came to visit on December 15th with her mom, Angela, and decided she wanted to 

join!  Born in Nashua, NH, Alexis is a graduate of Bangor High School and is certified to work in 

group homes.  She  and her mother received the Sacrament of Baptism on December 20th. 
 

 Angela West is also a native of Nashua and moved to Maine when she was nineteen.  She is the 

mother of not only Alexis but two grown sons, Justin and Mason.  Angela and Alexis were deeply 

impressed by our welcoming congregation! 
 

 It was a lovely day!  I am looking forward to greeting you on Christmas Eve.  Do plan to be on 

hand for our annual Candlelight Service at 7:00 PM!  A blessed Christmas to all! 



The Texts This Week:  Isaiah 7:10-16;  Psalms 80:1-7,17-19;  Romans 1:1-17; Matthew 1:18-25 
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THE CHRISTMAS CARD EXCHANGE BOX is in 
the Narthex for those who wish to give cards to 
HSCC members and friends.  Please stop by and 
check the boxes and pick up cards that have been 
left for you.   
NOTE FROM THE MODERATOR 
Hard to believe Dec. is here.... A reminder that 
you will need to submit your annual reports to Rita 
by end of month if possible. 
FOOD CUPBOARD:  It is a tough time right 
now for the Food Cupboard.  The Good Shepherd 
Food Cupboard is going through a lot of changes 
with a new ordering computer system, etc.  So 
right now our Food Cupboard is not able to get 
the items that we need.  We order them but don’t 
always get what we ordered.  In the interim we 
have a lot of empty spots on the shelves.  Any 
help would be greatly appreciated. 
THE WINTER WARMTH TREE Your donations of 
new hats, gloves, socks, and underwear to the 
Winter Warmth Tree are gratefully accepted and 
will be shared after New Years. 
A NOTE FROM THE CHURCH VISITOR:  I will 
be taking a break until January except for any vis-
its Pastor Mark needs me to make since he has 
no voice and I do.  A blessed Christmas to all of 
you and comfort for those who grieve.  Jeanne 
Baker, Church Visitor. 

Final Thank You 

Home at last after 99 days of treatment in hospi-
tal, in ICU and then rehab at the Veteran's 
home.  Miracles DO happen! 

I know that all those cards and prayers and visits 
and flowers too sustained me during the darkest 
hours of that terrible sickness.  And still the cards 
keep coming but now they are joyful Christmas 
wishes.  I send our grateful thanks to our dear 
Hammond Street Family and especially Pastor 
Mark for his constant presence in our time of 
great need. 
With love from Eda and all the Morrison Family. 
MERRY CHRISTMAS !  God bless you, every 
one.! 
HOLIDAY FAIR FOLLOW UP:  The Holiday Fair 
was a great success.  We will be having a Fair 
follow up meeting after the first of the year to dis-
cuss what worked well, feedback from customers, 
etc.  We will announce a date coming soon.  All 
are welcome! 

WISDOM ROAD 
We share a link to a new Christmas song of praise 
called “Hope for Everyone” by Matt Maher. 
Here at Wisdom Road we have welcomed so many 
people from the wider community who come through 
our loving doors~ Safety and hope, food and hope, 
guidance and hope, comfort and hope, and so much 
more~The healing love of God is flowing and the won-
der working power of the Holy Spirit is anointing the 
people of HSCC, UCC!!! 
I encourage you all to be in Prayer for our children, 
youth, and families as we embark on the ministry of 
God together to serve them in new works within com-
munity together in support of them. Be prepared as we 
will need you!!! The creative, expansive, and generous 
gifts of God are beginning to flow. Ride this flow into 
the wave of Hope that is generated in our blessed re-
lationships in the Body of Christ Jesus  who is the 
Source, within the Holy Trinity, of our Hope and 
Peace! 
Merry and Sacred Christmas Everyone!!! 
Deep peace~Madonna  
 
https://music.apple.com/us/album/hope-for-
everyone/1436064007?i=1436064085  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE FROM THE OFFICE:  Just a reminder that 
the church office will be closed on Wednesday, De-
cember 25

th
 for Christmas and Wednesday, January 

1, for New Years.     

THE MAINE STEINERS ARE COMING! 
The Maine Steiners will be singing a number 
in morning worship on Sunday January 12, 
2020 and will be singing in concert at 7:00 
PM in the Fellowship Hall.  A free will offering 
will be taken at the concert.    Mark the date 
and time!   Come join us! 

https://music.apple.com/us/album/hope-for-everyone/1436064007?i=1436064085
https://music.apple.com/us/album/hope-for-everyone/1436064007?i=1436064085
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BOSTON RED SOX:  It’s time to start thinking 
about the Boston Red Sox trip.  Saturday, May 2.  
Price is $160.  Bus will leave Hammond Street at 
6:30 AM and returns about 10PM.  We will put 
posters up and have flyers.  Please see Susan & 
Michael Gildart to sign up.   
WELCOME NATALIE WILSON-TODD  Natalie 
will be replacing Katherine Dionne as the Nursery 
Attendant beginning January 5.  She is a graduate 
of Brewer High School and has been attending 
Hammond Street with her family.  She enjoys car-
ing for children and is looking forward to being part 
of the Hammond Street community. 
 
 

CALENDAR CENTRAL 
Looking for the calendar to sign up for Coffee Fellow-
ship, or Flowers or to be a Scripture Reader?  You are 
in luck. They are now all located in one place – in the 
Fellowship Hall (where the piano used to be). 
Stop by and sign up!  These tasks may seem a little 
daunting for someone who has never done one of 
them before.  Please don’t let that hold you back.  
They are an important part of our ministry.  There are 
many in the church who have done them and are will-
ing to help you.  Feel free to talk to Susan Guare 
(coffee fellowship), Donna Wheaton (flowers) or Rita 
Worster (scripture reading). 

CHURCH SCHOOL/YOUTH GROUP MEETING:  
There will be an introductory Youth Group Meet-
ing at the church on Sunday, Jan. 12

th
 from 5 – 

6:30pm in the Parlor and Sinnott Room. with a 
meal for 6

th
 thru 12

th
 graders.  Madonna Arse-

nault will meet with our youth to learn what they 
would want from a youth group. 
How can we each help?  Do you know a 6

th
 -12

th
 

grader who should be contacted?  Please share 
the name and contact information with the church 
office.  It might be a child, grandchild, other rela-
tive or friend. Could you help with an activity?  Do 
you have a talent that you can share?  Would you 
be interested in being a mentor for a young peo-
ple? 
We say “All are welcome here.”  What can we 
each do to involve our youth and help them feel 
more connected? 
 
 
   
 

 
      

 
 

 
 
 
 

CARING FOR THOSE WITH ALZHEIMER’S 
The Northern Light Health Spiritual Care Advisory 
Committee invites you to join us for an evening of 
education and conversation about caring for 
those we love who are stricken with Alzheimer’s 
disease.  This event is open to al faith communi-
ties and the public.  Light refreshments will be 
served.  Thursday, January 23, 2020, 6:30—8:00 
PM Northern Light Acadia Hospital Penobscot 
Room 268 Stillwater Avenue, Bangor.  Please 
RSVP by January 10 to jmbo-
chard@northernlight.org.   
(The poster is on the bulletin board by the church 


