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PLEASE REMEMBER 
St Joseph’s Hospital:  Nina Hansen 

Norther Light EMMC:  Stephen Preble 
Winterberry Heights:  Rev. Dave Follansbee 

Bangor Rehab & Nursing :  Dot Simmons 
Hammond Streeters at Home:  
Barbara Brown, Sandy Farver,   

 Terry Churchill,  Eda Morrison , 
Elaine Magee, and Nelson Durgin 

THIS SUNDAY AT HAMMOND STREET CHURCH 

Sixth Sunday After Epiphany 

February 16, 2020 
 

PREACHING:  Rev. Dr. Mark Allen Doty 
 

SCRIPTURE:  Deuteronomy 

SERMON:  “CHOOSE LIFE” 
 

9:00 AM:  Adult Study 

10:00 AM : Sanctuary Worship 

                            11:30  AM : Fellowship Hour 

       

 

 

BLANKET SUNDAY 
 

February 16, 2020 
 

 Each year, Hammond Street Church takes a special offering on “Blanket Sunday.”  In 
2019, congregational gifts provided over 118,000 CWS Blankets and Kits to families im-
pacted by hurricanes, tornadoes, flooding and other crises including homelessness and 
poverty.  This is what your donation will buy:  $10 provides one blanket; $50 gives blankets 
to an entire family; $250, stocks shelves in a shelter with blankets before wintry lows hit. 
 

 Your donation this coming Sunday to CWS supports two types of blankets:  heavy and 
lighter weight.  The wool blankets are great for frigid temperatures.  They hold heat ex-
tremely well, are water resistant, and don't catch fire easily  The second type is a light-
weight blanket that is appropriate for warmer climates.  These fleece blankets keep fami-
lies covered without adding bulk—especially helpful if they are moving around a lot.  
Fleece is water repellent, durable, warm and soft. 
 

 Church World Service has been told by families they use the blankets for insulated 
padding if they have to sleep on hard, cold surfaces.  They hang the blankets as room di-
viders to afford families privacy.  The blankets are also used as bags to carry supplies from 
place to place.   

 
 Please be generous with your gifts to CWS on Sunday!  The health and welfare of fam-
ilies in crisis depend on the unselfish giving of Christians around the world!   



 

PASTOR'S PERESPECTIVE 

 

My Bullet Hole Sweater 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

 A house fire teaches you many lessons.  One of them is that anything fabric cannot 

be salvaged.  Because of the toxicity of the flames, all of my beloved sweaters (which 

are still stacked in my bedroom closet), will need to be thrown out. 

 

  As you think about your own wardrobe, I am willing to bet that you have a favorite 

pair of jeans or pajamas or sweater you like to pad around the house in.  One of my fa-

vorite sweaters was made of green wool that my grandsons, Caleb and Cole, liked to 

call my “bullet hole sweater.”  The boys, who like to hunt, called it that, because there is 

a moth hole just above the heart!  I used to often pull the bullet hole sweater on early in 

the morning when the house was still cold. 

 

 Needless to say, I miss my sweater and all the clothes that I used to wear.  Since the 

fire on Christmas Eve, I have purchased a few more sweaters—which I say are from the 

“State Farm Collection”!  When you suddenly realize that the only clothes you have to 

wear are the ones you are wearing, it is a sobering thought.  Your mind quickly goes to 

what is most important—those items and treasures that cannot be replaced, and most es-

pecially the lives of your family. 

 

 Chances are good that you have had at least one experience which left you feeling 

like you had been shot through the heart.  (And I don't mean on Valentine's Day!)  The 

big question, of course, is how you reacted to that event and what you did going for-

ward.  A variety of Hammond Streeters have called me “resilient.”  I am humbled by 

this term and feel as if I have come by it naturally—as the child of relentlessly optimis-

tic parents.  I also feel my outing—with its many losses—was a kind of dress rehearsal 

for this latest tragedy....So let the bullets fly!  I will survive by God's grace and the love 

of good people around me.  See you in church! 

 
 

Blessings, 

 

 

 

Mark Allen Doty, Senior Pastor 

 

 

 



The Texts This Week:  Deuteronomy 30: 15-20;  Psalms 119:1-8;  1 Corinthians 3:1-9; Matthew 5:21-37 
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An Open & Affirming Congregation 

A NOTE FROM THE SEXTONS:  The sextons will 
be stripping, refinishing and buffing the floor in the 
Fellowship Hall from February 10—February 15th.  
The Fellowship Hall is not open for any activities 
during that time.  So please do not go on the floor.  
Thank you for your cooperation.  We had to re-
schedule as the chemicals for the floor were de-
layed arriving 
RUG BRAIDING GROUP: A group of HSCC folks 
are getting together starting tomorrow, Tuesday 
February 11 from 6:00—7:00 PM to Braid Rugs.  If 
you are interested please contact Linda Murch or 
Susan Guare.  The group will be meeting every oth-
er Tuesday.  Come join the fun!  
SCRIPTURE READERS:  Please sign up on the 
calendar in the Fellowship Hall to read Scripture.  I 
do need someone to read for Sunday, February 9th.  
If you would like to read please call the office.  
Thank you.   
FLOWERS:  The flower calendar is in the Fel-
lowship Hall, please stop by and sign up to dedicate 
flowers.   
NOTE FROM THE OFFICE:  If you would like the 
Hammond Streeter and/or Sermons emailed/mailed 
to you—please let Rita know and she will put you 
on the lists.   
PARKING: Please be sure that if you are here 
for church business do not park in the parking spots 
on the right hand side of the parking lot.  These 
spots are designated for the apartments.  Thank 
you. 

LENTEN STUDY:  This year’s Lenten Study 
will begin on March 1 and will take place from 
6:00-7:30 PM.  The group will meet at the Franklin 
Place home of Emily Bean, 112 Franklin St. Apt. 
B3 in Bangor.  The book will be:  “Tattoos on the 
Heart:  The Power of Boundless Compassion” by 
Gregory Boyle.  This is Boyle’s 2010 memoir 
about working with gangs in Los Angeles.  
These essays are centered on universal kin-
ship, redemption, unconditional love, and 
the importance of fighting despair.  The books 
are available through Amazon in paperback for 
$9.99.  Join us and bring a friend! 
BOSTON RED SOX:  It’s time to start thinking 
about the Boston Red Sox trip.  Saturday, May 2.  
Price is $160.  Bus leaves Hammond Street at 6:30 
AM and returns about 10 PM.  Please see Susan 
and Michael Gildart to sign up.   
 
 

FROM WISDOM ROAD CENTER FOR SPIRITUAL 
DIRECTION: 
Wisdom Road Thursday Morning Meditation is at 
10:00am in the office of Wisdom Road at HSCC, 
UCC. We hope you will join us! 
Ash Wednesday on the 26th this month, just a couple 
weeks away. I have begun an early Lenten practice 
and share with you some music that is accompanying 
my Sacred Scripture reading and contemplation. Lent 
is a time where we, as followers of Jesus, can become 
close in prayer and reflection. John Michael Talbot's 
song/psalm "Come Worship the Lord" will help us in 
our prayers for one another as we adore the Lord in all 
we do. Listen and watch here if you would like 
to: https://youtu.be/c-EqB91jNJ4 I think you will enjoy 
John's leading in this video of the song/psalm. 
I am reading Joyce Rupp's book Jesus, Friend of My 
Soul: Reflections for the Lenten Journey. Rupp quotes 
Beatrice Bruteau, saying, " We are following Jesus as 
our archetype, as well as our teacher and our friend, 
the one who exemplifies the very transportation we 
are facing...We are going deeply into ourselves, dying 
to our former way of seeing, feeling, thinking, acting, 
in order to discover our secret self and be reborn into 
a new way of seeing, feeling, thinking, acting; and we 
are going deeply into Jesus, the exemplar, as he in-
vites us deeper and deeper into himself as the Living 
Way".  Deep peace,  Madonna 
A reminder that Wisdom Road Meditation is now on 
Thursday mornings at 10:00am in the office of Wis-
dom Road. Appointments for spiritual companionship 
can be made by contacting Madonna via text or phone 
at 603-475-5994 cell or email at  
Madonna.arsenault1@gmail.com; or the office at 207-
942-4381; or Facebook messenger 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/c-EqB91jNJ4
mailto:Madonna.arsenault1@gmail.com
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FROM HSCC YOUTH GROUP: 

The HSCC Youth Group met at the Orono Trampoline Park 
last night and it was a fantastic time flying in the air, flipping 
through space, and climbing the rock wall !!! We want to 
thank the many supporters, who wish to be anonymous <3, 
who donated funds for the HSCC Youth Group to share this 
activity together!!! If you have a chance to look at the My 
HSCC Family Facebook page, you will get to see some vid-
eos and pictures of the fun that was had by all. 
Psalm 52:8 says, "I am like a flourishing olive tree, anointed 
in the house of God. I trust in the unending love of God; 
God's passion toward me is forever and ever". 
Thank you, everyone, for your gracious support in prayer, 
encouragement, engagement, and donations for our HSCC 
Youth group and their beautiful souls and magnificent be-
ing. It will take time to build up to where we can meet every 
Sunday evening, as their are families who cannot always 
make it on some Sundays. The leadership team is taking 
shape and will make it possible for the weekly group to 
come into being. Ned Robertson has so many great outdoor 
activities that we can plan with our Youth, and Linda Murch 
has discovered a service project for the spring. Julie Pesce 
has volunteered to provide transportation to anyone who 
needs one, and this is a great help! I invite you to pray for 
the continuing formation of the HSCC Youth Group as they 
embrace their sacred age in this age of hope and vision. 
The next HSCC Youth Group will meet at Hammond Street 
Congregational Church, UCC at 28 High Street on Sunday, 
February 23rd from 6pm to 8pm. You can reach Madonna 
at 603-475-5994 or Madonna .arsenault1@gmail.com or 

Facebook and Messenger. 
Deepest peace of our Beloved God be with you. 
Joyfully, Madonna 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Congratulations. Sharon Murphy's entry in the Bangor 
Public Library's bicentennial Maine - Bangor 1820-2020 - 
bookmark contest won first prize. The first, second, and 
third place winners were announced and recognized Thurs-
day night at the library. The framed sepia toned photo of 
Hannibal Hamlin will be purchased by the library and added 
to its permanent collection. Each of the artists who entered 
the show will have their bookmark printed and they will be 
available in a few weeks at the library. The exhibit will be on 
display through May.  

 
THANK YOU ALL SAINTS SCHOOLS for the dona-
tions of 1,400 cans of food to the food cupboard. It 
took 2 truckloads to pick it all up!!! 
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