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PLEASE REMEMBER 
Westgate:  Stephen Preble 

Winterberry Heights:  Rev. Dave Follansbee 
Bangor Rehab & Nursing :  Dot Simmons, Nina Hansen 

Hammond Streeters at Home:  
Barbara Brown, Sandy Farver,   

 Terry Churchill,  Eda Morrison , 
Elaine Magee, and Nelson Durgin 

 

THIS SUNDAY AT HAMMOND STREET CHURCH 

Transfiguration Sunday 

February 23, 2020 
 

PREACHING:  Rev. Dr. Mark Allen Doty 
 

SCRIPTURE:  Matthew 17: 1-9 

SERMON:  “TRANSFIGURED” 
 

9:00 AM:  Adult Study 

10:00 AM : Sanctuary Worship 

                            11:30  AM : Shrove Tuesday Celebration at  

    Fellowship Hour 

 

 

PASTOR MARK  
ANNOUNCES HIS RETIREMENT 

 
 In morning worship yesterday, Pastor Mark announced his retirement effective in July.  He is the six-
teenth pastor of Hammond Street Church and began his ministry here in June of 2001. 
 

 Following his sermon, Don Spencer, our Moderator, called on Mark to make the announcement.  In 
his remarks to the congregation, the Senior Pastor said that he was planning to move to San Antonio, 
Texas, a place where he has family and where he pastored for five years in the 1980's.   
 

 Pastor Mark continued:  “Needless to say, after nineteen years at Hammond Street, this has not been 
an easy decision.  I first began thinking about it this past summer.  In my mind, I set the date for the sum-
mer of 2021.  However, my house fire on Christmas Eve changed the timetable and moved up my depar-
ture by a year. 
 

 “Because the fire was so extensive, I have been told that my home cannot be rebuilt and must be torn 
down.  Very little can be salvaged.  My family and I thought it made no sense to acquire another property 
and furnish it, only to have to sell it in a year or less and move my belongings halfway across the country 
to San Antonio, where my son and daughter-in-law and two granddaughters live. 
 

 “Hence the decision to move this summer.  I have informed you of this news as soon as I was able.  
You need to be able to make decisions as a church family regarding your present and future congrega-
tional life.” 
 

 In the days ahead, Don Spencer will contact our Associate Conference Minister and member, Darren 
Morgan (who is leaving his position in May) about forming a Search Committee and learning about next 
steps. 
 

 In addition to expressing appreciation for the years of ministry at HSCC, Pastor Mark reminded the 
congregation to take to heart the words to a hymn that had just been sung, “Don't be afraid of some 
change.”  So let us savor the months ahead and embrace the future, knowing that God will provide! 



 

PASTOR'S PERESPECTIVE 

 

“Distant Music” 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

 When I was a young Associate Pastor in Corpus Christi, Texas, in the late 1970's, 

there was a pastor in our city whom I greatly admired.  The Rev. Fred Swearingen was 

the revered, longtime pastor of a Presbyterian congregation.  I loved reading Fred's col-

umn in his church's weekly newsletter.  His remarks were always thoughtful and filled 

with amazing insights from books and movies and people.  When Fred was in his mid-

sixties, I well remember the newsletter which came announcing his retirement.  I was 

thunderstruck!  Oh no, what about all of his amazing stories?  How I would miss them! 

 

 Well, miss them I did.  And while I have forgotten most of what Fred Swearingen 

wrote in his wise  and wonderful columns, I do remember well the piece announcing his 

retirement.  Fred called it “Distant Music,” and he said something like this:  “When you 

come to a decision that you're going to retire it is like sitting in the room of a house that 

you have always loved being in.  And then all of a sudden, you hear some distant music 

down the hall.  And so you get up to investigate.  You pass by other rooms in that 

house—rooms that you have lived in and loved—but the music—which is growing 

louder—keeps calling you down the hall.  And finally you find it, the place where the 

music is coming from.  It is a room that you don't really know and is actually quite new 

to you.  And yet you feel somehow comfortable there.  And so you think back to the 

rooms down the hall and especially the room you just came from.  You realize that you 

have loved all of these places.  And while the love that you experienced there doesn't 

stop, there is a new room for you to love.  And that is what retirement, I think, is going 

to be like.” 

 

 I have always treasured Fred Swearingen's description of leaving that place where he 

had pastored for over 30 years to discovering a new existence for himself.  That is pre-

cisely the way I feel this morning after sharing my momentous news with the church 

family yesterday.  Distant music has called me indeed!....Let us make the most of the 

time we have together. 
 
Blessings, 

 

 

 

Mark Allen Doty, Senior Pastor 

 

 

 



The Texts This Week:  Exodus 24:12-18;  Psalms 2;  2 Peter 1:16-21; Matthew 17:1-9 
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TRUSTEES: The Trustees are meeting tonight 
at 6:30, please join us for discussion and planning 
for a new heating system.  We need your ideas.  
Dessert and coffee are provided.   
MESOM SUNDAY:  Sunday, February 23 is des-
ignated by the Maine Conference UCC as MESOM 
(Maine School of Ministry Sunday).  The Maine 
School of Ministry currently offers learning and for-
mation for adult students and eladers of all back-
grounds and callings.  Through affordable fall and 
spring classes and a June intensive class, the 
School is able to equip authorized ministers with 
quality continuing education (among other goals).    
RUG BRAIDING GROUP: A group of HSCC folks 
are getting together starting tomorrow, Tuesday 
February 23 from 6:00—7:00 PM to Braid Rugs.  If 
you are interested please contact Linda Murch or 
Susan Guare.  The group will be meeting every 
other Tuesday.  Come join the fun!  
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE:  We’ll gather in 
the sanctuary at 7:00 PM for our traditional service 
at the beginning of Lent on February 26th.  Once 
again, Wayne Day will prepare the ashes from last 
year’s palms.  Pastor Mark will provide meditation, 
and the imposition of ashes will be available for 
those who wish it.  The Adult Choir will sing.  Come 
and join us for the start of this penitential season.   
NOTE FROM THE OFFICE:  If you would like the 
Hammond Streeter and/or Sermons emailed/
mailed to you—please let Rita know and she will 
put you on the lists.   

LENTEN STUDY:  This year’s Lenten Study 
will begin on March 1 and will take place from 
6:00-7:30 PM.  The group will meet at the Franklin 
Place home of Emily Bean, 112 Franklin St. Apt. 
B3 in Bangor.  The book will be:  “Tattoos on the 
Heart:  The Power of Boundless Compassion” by 
Gregory Boyle.  This is Boyle’s 2010 memoir 
about working with gangs in Los Angeles.  
These essays are centered on universal kin-
ship, redemption, unconditional love, and 
the importance of fighting despair.  The books 
are available through Amazon in paperback for 
$9.99.  Join us and bring a friend! 
BOSTON RED SOX:  It’s time to start thinking 
about the Boston Red Sox trip.  Saturday, May 2.  
Price is $160.  Bus leaves Hammond Street at 6:30 
AM and returns about 10 PM.  Please see Susan 
and Michael Gildart to sign up.   
 
 

FROM WISDOM ROAD CENTER FOR SPIRITUAL 
DIRECTION: 
Join us for Meditation on Thursdays at 10:00am in the of-
fice of Wisdom Road at HSCC.  
We always engage in spiritual reading and silence, and 
delve deeply into theological reflection together with the 
Holy Spirit. Wisdom is a gift from God that has been gener-
ously given to us and made evident in our time together. 
We have become a source of support for one another 
amidst many changes in our lives, and welcome you to 
come and rest in the Spirit. If you have a specific need for 
support and prayer, please know you are loved and wel-
comed. 
As Lent approaches, I share this reflection from Joyce 
Rupp, titled Letting Go: "Unless a grain of wheat falls into 
the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it 
dies, it bears much fruit. ~John 12: 24. A seed contains an 
amazing potential for life. Before this growth can take 
place, the seed gives way for its hard outer layer to split 
apart. This allows for the life inside to awaken and sprout. 
Jesus knew what it was like to be a seed. Throughout His 
life, he had to relinquish good things in order to bear fruit. 
He left behind a secure life in Nazareth to be faithful to His 
mission. He let go of being understood and of receiving ac-
ceptance from the people of His hometown, and He re-
leased any hope He may have had for a good reputation 
among religious leaders. Each time His teachings and ac-
tivities were disregarded, challenged, or rejected, Jesus let 
more of the seed's husk to fall away. Jesus did not turn His 
back on what He felt called to be and do. His life bore fruit 
because He continually gave open-heartedly of Himself.  
Challenging circumstances generate opportunities for the 
seed of divine life in us to grow. Whenever a situation sum-
mons us to open ourselves more fully, we become like the 
wheat grain Jesus described. Major loss, failure, disap-
pointment, illness, discontent- things of this nature lead us 
to discover facets of life-giving goodness in ourselves, but 
only is we are willing to release what holds us back and 
keeps our inner shell from softening. Surrendered One, 
keep softening me into the seed of divine life, and encour-
age my ability to grow. Amen" 
I am here if you need me, and can be reached 
at: Madonna.arsenault1@gmail.com; 603-475-5994-cell; 
207-942-4381-office; and My HSCC Family facebook page 
and messenger. 
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BIBLE READING DISCUSSION GROUP:  There has 
been some interest in starting a Bible reading discus-
sion group.  This is just in the planning stages right now.  
We are looking for someone who would be willing to 
lead the group.  Please contact Nancy Smith or the 
Church Office.  Thank you.   
DUES ARE DUE:  2020 DUES ARE DUE.  They are 
$18.  If you have any questions please contact Joni De-
cato.  
FROM HSCC YOUTH GROUP: 

This coming Sunday, February 23rd from 6:00pm to 
8pm, the HSCC Youth Group will meet in the Fellowship 
Hall, and we will be exploring the spiritual practice of 
sacred listening as we engage with the youth's favorite 
songs and the messages that sound in their spirits. We 
have some Cheeto popcorn to drench our fingertips in 
the "cheetle dust" and sip some hot cocoa. 
Jesus teaches us how to listen in the quiet and stillness, 
and probably would have enjoyed cheetle dust too, 
though maybe in the heavenly realms I'm sure some-
thing even better!. As Lent approaches, beginning next 
week, this may be a fine tuned way to engage with our 
senses and discover their uses in prayer. 
*For the parents of our youth during the changes we 
face as a congregation, I share this song from Rhett 
Walker. It is a song I hope that will encourage you to 
listen together as a family and discuss what your hearts 
feel from the lyrics and/or the music itself. The song is 
called "Believer". Here is the link: https://youtu.be/
HvFK_XCNqjw 
If you are feeling called to help with the HSCC Youth 
Group, please come and share this time with us and 
help build healthy and holy relationships and engage in 
the movement of the Holy Spirit with our youth. We are 
here together to help support families, and "it does take 
a village". 

I can be reached at Madonna.arsenault1@gmail.com; 
603-475-5994-cell; 207-942-4381-office; and My HSCC 

Family facebook page and messenger  
 

 

 
 
 
 

FELLOWSHIP HALL FLOOR 
We would like to say what a great job that Paul Gra-
ham, Ruey Yehle, Ray Wheaton, and the rest of the 
willing workers and HSCC people who helped to get 
the floor in the Fellowship Hall, stripped and resealed.   
It looks fabulous.  Thank you for all your hard work!!!! 
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