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PLEASE REMEMBER 
Westgate:  Stephen Preble 

Winterberry Heights:  Rev. Dave Follansbee 
Bangor Rehab & Nursing :  Dot Simmons, Nina Hansen 

Hammond Streeters at Home:  
Barbara Brown, Sandy Farver,   

 Terry Churchill,  Eda Morrison , 
Elaine Magee, and Nelson Durgin 

 

THIS SUNDAY AT HAMMOND STREET CHURCH 

First Sunday in Lent 

March 1, 2020 
 

PREACHING:  Rev. Dr. Mark Allen Doty 
 

SCRIPTURE:  Matthew 4:1-11 

MEDITATION:  “ABUNDANT GRACE” 
 

9:00 AM:  Adult Study 

10:00 AM : Sanctuary Worship 

                            11:30  AM : Fellowship Hour 

 

 

 
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE, FEBRUARY 26 

  

The official beginning of Lent takes place with our Ash Wednesday Service in the sanctu-

ary at 7:00 PM.  Wayne Day has burned last year’s palms and made the oil for the imposi-

tion of ashes.  Pastor Mark with share a meditation on “Take Us By The Hand”.  Our won-

derful choir, directed by Kathy Jellison, will sing.  Join us as we begin our prayerful journey 

to the Easter cross! 

 

LENTEN STUDY ON “TATTOOS ON THE HEART” BEGINS SUNDAY 

 Our 2020 Lenten Book Study begins on March 1, the first Sunday of Lent.  Pastor Mark 

will lead the class which will meet on five Sunday nights in Lent, from 6:00-7:30 PM.  The 

group will discuss Tattoos on the Heart—The Power of Boundless Compassion by 

Gregory Boyle.  The Lenten Study will meet at the lovely home of Emily Bean in Franklin 

Place:  112 Franklin Street, Apt. B3.  Emily asks that we try to arrive as a group around 

5:45 PM, and a “doorperson” in the lobby will send us up to her apartment.  It’s still not too 

late to order your copy online or through a local bookstore.  Please read the introduction 

and Chapter 1 for Sunday evening.   

 These occasions hosted by “Mother Bean” have been great opportunities for learning, 

fun and fellowship.  Hope you can join your fellow Hammond Streeters! 



 

PASTOR'S PERESPECTIVE 

 

“Ain't Nothing Gonna Steal My Joy” 
Dear Friends, 
 
         In M. Scott Peck's book, The Road Less Traveled, there are these opening 
lines: “Life is difficult.  This is a great truth, one of the greatest truths.  It is a 
great truth because once we truly see this truth, we transcend it.” I have often 
reflected on the these words.  For me the wisdom of Peck's statements have 
been lived out in my own time on this earth.  Despite having a kind of storybook 
childhood and youth and parents who were remarkable and perfectly wonderful 
role models, I have dealt with a variety of challenges:  living for 50 years as a 
closeted gay man, failing my qualifying exams twice for my doctoral studies, los-
ing my pulpit and income and home and marriage during my outing, suffering a 
near-fatal heart attack, the sudden death of Claire's fiancé three months before 
their wedding day.  Most recently, of course, there was the Christmas Eve fire 
that destroyed my home and almost all of my possessions. 
 
         I have never for an instant believed that God has caused any of these 
problems.  Rather I have felt only the goodness of God.  As these “difficult” 
times in my life have unfolded, I am continually reminded of God's grace and 
mercy.  I am grateful that I have been able to sleep through the night and have 
not felt the need for therapy.  Obviously, the fire has been a special challenge, 
but I continue to believe in the future—a bright and better day. 
 
 Joan Day introduced me to a song, “Old Church Choir,” written by Zach Wil-
liams, Ethan Hulse and Colby Wedgeworth.  The verses of the song remind us 
that with a religious faith, there is much that is beautiful in life.  And then a re-
frain at the end of the stanzas is this:  “Oh, there ain't nothing gonna steal my 
joy.”  I wholeheartedly embrace this philosophy of life.  Believe me when I say 
that the support and strength of our church family continues to help me trans-
cend the difficulties and get me up in the morning.  Thank you for your contin-
ued ministry to me, dear friends!  See you on Ash Wednesday and next Sunday. 
 

Blessings, 
 
 
 
Mark Allen Doty, Senior Pastor 
 
 



The Texts This Week:  Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7;  Psalms 32;  Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11 
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RUG BRAIDING GROUP: A group of HSCC 
folks are getting together starting tomorrow, Tues-
day February 25th from 6:00—7:00 PM to Braid 
Rugs.  If you are interested please contact Linda 
Murch or Susan Guare.  The group will be meeting 
every other Tuesday.  Come join the fun! 
.   
HSCC NEW BEGINNING 
 Rev. Darren Morgan a member of HSCC and  
from the UCC Conference Ministry will meet with 
the church council on March 9 to discuss the pro-
cess for finding an interim minister and moving for-
ward with the search for a new senior pastor.  
Rev. Morgan will also be joining us on March 22 
during coffee hour to answer any questions mem-
bers may have about next steps for this sad but 
exciting change in the  life of our church.  
   Don Spencer, Moderator 
 
DO YOU WANT TO JOIN HSCC?  The Deacons 
have scheduled a New Member Tea for Palm 
Sunday, April 5, from 3-5 PM in the Parlor.  All 
persons wishing to unite with Hammond Street 
Church on Easter Sunday are invited.  Candidates 
will meet with the Diaconate and share stories 
about spiritual journeys, receive New Member 
Packets, and learn the details about joining on 
April 12.  If you would like to become an official 
part of the HSCC family, please speak with Pastor 
Mark.   
 
BIBLE READING DISCUSSION GROUP:  There 
has been some interest in starting a Bible reading 
discussion group.  This is just in the planning stag-
es right now.  We are looking for someone who 
would be willing to lead the group.  Please contact 
Nancy Smith or the Church Office.  Thank you.   
 
DUES ARE DUE:  2020 DUES ARE DUE.  
They are $18.  If you have any questions 
please contact Joni Decato.  
 
CHURCH OFFICE 
Please notify the office if you have not been get-
ting the Hammond Streeter or Sermons.  Please 
be sure that the office has your current address, 
email address and phone number.  Thank you.   

FROM WISDOM ROAD CENTER FOR SPIRITUAL 
DIRECTION: 
Join us for Meditation on Thursdays at 10:00am in the of-
fice of Wisdom Road at HSCC.  
We always engage in spiritual reading and silence, and 
delve deeply into theological reflection together with the 
Holy Spirit. Wisdom is a gift from God that has been gener-
ously given to us and made evident in our time together. 
We have become a source of support for one another 
amidst many changes in our lives, and welcome you to 
come and rest in the Spirit. If you have a specific need for 
support and prayer, please know you are loved and wel-
comed. 
As Lent approaches, I share this reflection from Joyce 
Rupp, titled Letting Go: "Unless a grain of wheat falls into 
the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it 
dies, it bears much fruit. ~John 12: 24. A seed contains an 
amazing potential for life. Before this growth can take 
place, the seed gives way for its hard outer layer to split 
apart. This allows for the life inside to awaken and sprout. 
Jesus knew what it was like to be a seed. Throughout His 
life, he had to relinquish good things in order to bear fruit. 
He left behind a secure life in Nazareth to be faithful to His 
mission. He let go of being understood and of receiving ac-
ceptance from the people of His hometown, and He re-
leased any hope He may have had for a good reputation 
among religious leaders. Each time His teachings and ac-
tivities were disregarded, challenged, or rejected, Jesus let 
more of the seed's husk to fall away. Jesus did not turn His 
back on what He felt called to be and do. His life bore fruit 
because He continually gave open-heartedly of Himself.  
Challenging circumstances generate opportunities for the 
seed of divine life in us to grow. Whenever a situation sum-
mons us to open ourselves more fully, we become like the 
wheat grain Jesus described. Major loss, failure, disap-
pointment, illness, discontent- things of this nature lead us 
to discover facets of life-giving goodness in ourselves, but 
only is we are willing to release what holds us back and 
keeps our inner shell from softening. Surrendered One, 
keep softening me into the seed of divine life, and encour-
age my ability to grow. Amen" 
I am here if you need me, and can be reached 
at: Madonna.arsenault1@gmail.com; 603-475-5994-cell; 
207-942-4381-office; and My HSCC Family facebook page 
and messenger. 
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BOSTON RED SOX:  It’s time to start thinking about the Boston Red Sox trip.  
 Saturday, May 2.  Price is $160.  Bus leaves Hammond Street at 6:30 AM and returns about 10 PM.  
Please see Susan and Michael Gildart to sign up.   
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Wednesday, February 26   Ash Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
 

Sunday March 1     First Sunday of Lent 
         Lenten Book Study 6-7:30 PM 
 

Saturday March 7     Free Bean Luncheon 12:00 PM 
 

Sunday March 8     Outreach—9”00 AM 
         Second Sunday in Lent 
         Daylight Savings Time Begins 
         Lenten Book Study 6-7:30 PM 
 

Sunday March 15     Third Sunday in Lent 
         Lenten Book Study 6-7:30 PM 
 

Sunday March 22     Fourth Sunday in Lent 
         Lenten Book Study 6-7:30 PM 
 

Sunday March 29     Fifth Sunday in Lent 
         Lenten Book Study 6-7:30 PM 
 

Saturday April 4      Free Bean Luncheon 12:00 PM 
 

Sunday April 5      Sixth Sunday in Lent 
 

Thursday April 9     Maundy Thursday 7:00 PM 
 

Friday April 10      Good Friday 7:00 PM 
 

Sunday April 12      Sunrise Service 6:30 AM 
         Easter Breakfast 8:00 AM 
         Easter Service 10:00 AM 


