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PLEASE REMEMBER 
Winterberry Heights:  Rev. Dave Follansbee 

Bangor Rehab & Nursing :  Dot Simmons 
Hammond Streeters at Home:  
Barbara Brown, Sandy Farver,   

 Eda Morrison , 
Elaine Magee, Nina Hansen and  Nelson Durgin 

 

We are working on several ideas to have 

an interactive worship experience on 

Sunday mornings.  Either by phone or 

computer.  At a minimum, copies of  

Pastor Mark’s weekly sermons will be 

sent to members and friends digitally and 

by mail. 

 

 

WORSHIP AND ALL CHURCH 
ACTIVITIES CANCELLED  

FOR THE REMAINDER OF MARCH 
 

 In an effort to help stem the spread of the coronavirus, the Executive Committee and the Board 

of Trustees met in special sessions yesterday morning with Pastor Mark.  The following decisions 

were made: 
  

 Worship canceled for the remainder of March following yesterday's service.  The building will 

 be closed to meetings and gatherings. 
 

 Beginning today, the Ecumenical Food Cupboard began handing out  pre-packed bags of food         

 to clients outside near the back door.  No clients will enter the building until further notice. 
 

 The back door will be locked except during Food Cupboard hours when the Church Office will 

 be locked.  A notice has been placed on the back door with the office number. 
 

 Staff will continue to work as scheduled.  Pastor Mark will make house or hospital calls as re

 quested or in an emergency. 
 

 Choir practice and performances suspended. 
 

 Coffee Hour suspended. 
 

 Communion suspended. 
 

 Free Bean Lunch will be distributed outside the church as takeout. 
 

 Sextons and Willing Workers will sanitize the building.  
 

 Shelter Meals are suspended for the next 30 days and the shelter will be giving out bagged 

 meals.   



 

PASTOR'S PERESPECTIVE 

 

Our New Reality 

Dear Friends, 
 

 Yesterday a Hammond Street friend emailed me:  

“These are strange times, aren't they?”  Indeed they 

are!  With our Ecumenical Food Cupboard operating 

for the first time this morning outside, indeed they are! 

 

 In the wake of all that is happening in our state, na-

tion and around the world to stem COVID-19, our 

church has entered a new reality along with all the 

people on our planet.  While I spoke in yesterday's sermon about “people craving inti-

macy,” ironically you and I are now being confronted by “social distancing” and isola-

tion and quarantine.  Americans are often characterized as being gregarious, friendly 

people.  It is hard to substitute touching elbows instead of a hug!  But that is what we 

are being called upon to do—to give our best effort to slow down the spread of the coro-

navirus. 
 

 After worship yesterday morning, I had a brief conversation with one of our faithful 

members and eminent researchers at the University of Maine.  I was very appreciative 

when Dr. Julie Gosse told me, “Maine is the attic of the nation.  I am really hopeful we 

can shut this virus down.”  Somehow hearing it from Julie,  a scientist—made me feel 

better!   
 

 Obviously, our church leaders and members and friends are pledging to do whatever 

we can.  Today's lead article brings you the latest developments—from canceling wor-

ship and all activities during this month to suspending other aspects of our common life.  

What will continue to challenge us, of course, are the ways we can feel connected and 

“in touch” with one another.  Certainly, this is a time for cards and phone calls!  My ser-

mons will be sent digitally or by mail to all members and friends of the congregation.  

Rita Worster and I will be meeting this week with our good new member, Eric Baxter, 

and talking about how we can communicate in new ways—like by phone and by 

YouTube, for example.  Clearly, creativity is called for! 
 

 Let us continue to lift up one another in thought and in prayer! 
 

Blessings, 

 

 

 

Mark Allen Doty, Senior Pastor  
 

 



The Texts This Week:  1 Samuel 16:1-13;  Psalm 23;  Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 
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HSCC CONTRIBUTIONS:  In these times, lease 
remember that the church still has bills to pay.  If 
you are able to mail your check to the church, it 
would be much appreciated.  If your bank has the 
ability to do bill pay, that is an easy way to set up 
recurring payments to the church.  The address to 
send pledges and offerings to is:  HSCC 
                        PO Box 1106 
                        Bangor, Maine 04402-1106 
In addition, Deb Phillips-Cupples and Joni Decato 
can still sell Hannaford and Shaw's gift cards.  
Don’t hesitate to contact one of us if you would 
like to purchase any cards and we can determine 
the quickest and safest way to get the cards to 
you.   
 Deb:  862-6136/ waltndeb@aol.com 
 Joni:  852-5885 / jonid@roadrunner.com 
 

DO YOU WANT TO JOIN HSCC?  The Deacons 
have scheduled a New Member Tea for Palm 
Sunday, April 5, from 3-5 PM in the Parlor.  All 
persons wishing to unite with Hammond Street 
Church on Easter Sunday are invited.  Candidates 
will meet with the Diaconate and share stories 
about spiritual journeys, receive New Member 
Packets, and learn the details about joining on 
April 12.  If you would like to become an official 
part of the HSCC family, please speak with Pastor 
Mark.   
 

DUES ARE DUE:  2020 DUES ARE DUE.  They 
are $18.  If you have any questions please contact 
Joni Decato.  
 

CHURCH OFFICE 
Please be sure to notify the office if you move and 
change your address, phone number and/or email 
address.  Thank you.   
 

WISDOM ROAD MEDITATION:  Wisdom Road 
Morning Meditation is cancelled until further 
notice.  
 
 

EASTER FLOWERS:  It is time once again 
to order flowers for Easter.  The order form is en-
closed.  The flowers are $15 and the order due 
date is March 27th.  Please turn the orders in to 
the office or put them in the offering plate on Sun-
day.  Thank you.   
 

 

NEWS FROM COUNCIL 

 Rev. Darren Morgan from the Maine Conference 

joined the council to discuss the next steps moving for-

ward in our search for a new minister. Darren shared  

the process involved for bringing an interim minister to 

HSCC after Mark leaves, and the subsequent process 

for calling a new, full-time minister.  He stressed the 

difference between the selection processes for the in-

terim and the full ministers and the roles each would 

serve, and also assured us that the processes were 

designed to help and not hinder; the Conference would 

provide resources to support and assist, but that each 

process would take time and work on behalf of the 

congregation.  

 Specifically, the interim minister would be selected 

by the Church Council from a pool of candidates who 

respond to an advertisement put out by the Confer-

ence.  The notice will be based on information we pro-

vide. The Council will hire the interim, which is not a 

called position.  The interim will work with a “transition 

team” to help us determine how HSCC has changed in 

the past 20 or so years:  Who are we now, and where 

is God calling us.  In his words, ‘This is an opportunity 

for us to ask, “OK, God, now what? what else? what 

more?”  Our plans are to meet in April and prepare an 

advertisement for the interim minister and continue in 

the process.    Moderator Don Spencer 

 
 
2020 PILGRIM LODGE CAMPERSHIPS:  Information 
on Pilgrim Lodge is available at www.pilgrimlodge.org. 
or see the bulletin board outside the church of-
fice.  HSCC Camperships will be available again this 
year through the Women’s Fellowship.  Contact Lynda 
Ryder (pondpaddle@msn.com) with questions about 
camperships. Requests for camperships must be re-
ceived by May 25 to ensure payment is made to Pil-
grim Lodge before the first summer camp. Requests 
received after May 25 will be considered only if funds 
are still available.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.pilgrimlodge.org
mailto:pondpaddle@msn.com
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ECUMENICAL FOOD CUPBOARD 
  

 Our Food Cupboard is in need of some volunteers.  They  
really need some help with loading and unloading trucks in the mornings—Monday, Wednesday, 
and Friday.  Help with closing, help with paperwork during food cupboard hours, and back up drivers 
on an as needed basis for food pickups.   
 Currently they rent a U-Haul truck on Mondays—with pickups at Union St. Hannaford and Ban-
gor Walmart.  Wednesday—they have a volunteer with a pick-up truck that picks up at Brewer IGA 
and Bangor Walmart.  Fridays—Good Shepherd trucks the food here on pallets, that are dropped by 
the loading dock.  On Sundays, they have a volunteer that picks up at Hampden Hannaford.   
 Any help would be greatly appreciated.  Please see Corey or call him at 745-5549 or see Rita.   
Thank you.   
  

COLD AND FLU PRECAUTIONS: Here are some simple precautions to help you avoid exposure to 
cold and flu. 1. If you have a cold of flu symptoms, please stay home.  Cover coughs and sneezes 
using your arm, sleeve or tissues.  2.  Avoid shaking hands.   3.  Wash hands frequently.  Hand san-
itizer is also available throughout the church.  

                                                     

 
 
 
 


