
Senior Pastor: Rev. Mark Allen Doty, Ph.D.  
Pastoral Assistant:  Madonna Arsenault, M.Div., CSD 

 

An Open and Affirming Community 

March  23, 2020 
Website: www.hammondstreetchurch.org          Phone: 207-942-4381 

The Hammond Streeter 
The Newsletter of the  

Hammond Street Congregational Church, UCC, Bangor, ME 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER 
Winterberry Heights:  Rev. Dave Follansbee 

Bangor Rehab & Nursing :  Dot Simmons 
Hammond Streeters at Home:  
Barbara Brown, Sandy Farver,   

 Eda Morrison , 
Elaine Magee, Nina Hansen and  Nelson Durgin 

 

To be recorded soon! 

 

Preaching:  Rev. Dr. Mark Allen Doty 

 

Scripture:  John 9: 1-41 

 

Sermon:  “RESTORED”   

 

 

 

PLANS UNDERWAY 

TO TAPE MINI SERVICES! 
 

 In these days of quarantine and social distancing, Pastor Mark has been working 

with a group of staff members and volunteers to develop a new ministry at HSCC—

taping abbreviated worship services and putting them up on YouTube or Facebook 

Live.   
 

 The format would be a simple one:  Kathy Jellison playing the prelude and postlude 

on the organ or piano, a soloist, a scripture reader, and Pastor Mark delivering the ser-

mon.   
 

 This same order of service is being tried by various churches in the area and around 

the country in the wake of the Covid-19 virus.  It is hoped that doing this kind of com-

munications ministry will be a benefit to HSCC members and friends who are not par-

ticipating in worship during the outbreak of the coronavirus.  When the service is ready 

to be aired, the membership will be informed by an all-church email.   
 
 In the meantime, Hammond Streeters are urged to stay in contact with one another 

and to keep the spirit of the congregation alive! 



 

PASTOR'S PERESPECTIVE 

 

 

Constantine, the Virus and Easter 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

 My sister and brother-in-law live in York, England, which is famous for being the 

site where Constantine the Great (A.D. 274-337) was proclaimed the Roman Emperor.  

There is a statue of a seated Constantine situated prominently outside the York Minster, 

the cathedral seat of the Archbishop of York.  Constantine's memory has been honored 

through the ages for his attempts to Christianize the Empire:  “He made the persecution 

of Christians illegal...and helped spread the religion by bankrolling church building pro-

jects, commissioning new copies of the Bible, and summoning councils of theologians 

to hammer out the religion's doctrinal kinks” (brittanica.com). 

 

 The first church, a wooden structure, was established in York in 627.  Several 

churches and cathedrals have been at that location which was first Constantine's Roman 

garrison.  Whenever I have visited Marte and Doug and worshiped at the present Min-

ster, which is one of the largest in Europe, it is a blessing to be a part of one of the great 

centers of our faith.  To share in the worship life of the York Minister is to be reminded 

of prayers and hymns being said and sung for 1,200 years in that edifice. 

 

 Now comes the word that Easter at the York Minster has been canceled due to the 

coronavirus!  On the one hand, it seems utterly unthinkable.  But now since the high 

point of the Church Year is only three weeks away, and Covid-19 continues to rage, it 

appears that is the only viable alternative.  We will keep you posted about HSCC!  

 

 In these very challenging times, we shall do our best to reach out to the Hammond 

Street community by thought, word and deed.  God bless you all as you continue to be 

the hands and feet of Christ! 
 

 

Blessings, 

 

 

 

Mark Allen Doty, Senior Pastor  
 

 

 



The Texts This Week:  1 Samuel 16:1-13;  Psalm 23;  Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 
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HSCC CONTRIBUTIONS:  In these times, lease 
remember that the church still has bills to pay.  If 
you are able to mail your check to the church, it 
would be much appreciated.  If your bank has the 
ability to do bill pay, that is an easy way to set up 
recurring payments to the church.  The address to 
send pledges and offerings to is:  HSCC 
                        PO Box 1106 
                        Bangor, Maine 04402-1106 
In addition, Deb Phillips-Cupples and Joni Decato 
can still sell Hannaford and Shaw's gift cards.  
Don’t hesitate to contact one of us if you would 
like to purchase any cards and we can determine 
the quickest and safest way to get the cards to 
you.   
 Deb:  862-6136/ waltndeb@aol.com 
 Joni:  852-5885 / jonid@roadrunner.com 
 

DO YOU WANT TO JOIN HSCC?  The Deacons 
have scheduled a New Member Tea for Palm 
Sunday, April 5, from 3-5 PM in the Parlor.  All 
persons wishing to unite with Hammond Street 
Church on Easter Sunday are invited.  Candidates 
will meet with the Diaconate and share stories 
about spiritual journeys, receive New Member 
Packets, and learn the details about joining on 
April 12.  If you would like to become an official 
part of the HSCC family, please speak with Pastor 
Mark.   
 

DUES ARE DUE:  2020 DUES ARE DUE.  They 
are $18.  If you have any questions please contact 
Joni Decato.  
 

CHURCH OFFICE 
Please be sure to notify the office if you move and 
change your address, phone number and/or email 
address.  Thank you.   
 

WISDOM ROAD MEDITATION:  Wisdom Road 
Morning Meditation is cancelled until further 
notice.  
 
 

EASTER FLOWERS:  It is time once again 
to order flowers for Easter.  The order form is en-
closed.  The flowers are $15 and the order due 
date is March 27th.  Please turn the orders in to 
the office.  Thank you.   
 

REMINDER:  The church building remains 
closed. Please refrain from any unnecessary vis-
its.   Thank you - Your Trustees 

 

2020 PILGRIM LODGE CAMPERSHIPS:  Information 
on Pilgrim Lodge is available at www.pilgrimlodge.org. 
or see the bulletin board outside the church of-
fice.  HSCC Camperships will be available again this 
year through the Women’s Fellowship.  Contact Lynda 
Ryder (pondpaddle@msn.com) with questions about 
camperships. Requests for camperships must be re-
ceived by May 25 to ensure payment is made to Pil-
grim Lodge before the first summer camp. Requests 
received after May 25 will be considered only if funds 
are still available.   
 
COLD AND FLU PRECAUTIONS: Here are some 
simple precautions to help you avoid exposure to cold 
and flu. 1. If you have a cold of flu symptoms, please 
stay home.  Cover coughs and sneezes using your 
arm, sleeve or tissues.  2.  Avoid shaking hands.   3.  
Wash hands frequently.  Hand sanitizer is also availa-
ble throughout the church.  
                                                    

 
 
 

ECUMENICAL FOOD CUPBOARD 
 
The Food cupboard is still operating on Mondays and 
Fridays from 9:30 to Noon.   It looks a bit different as 
we are serving clients outside.  We are pre-bagging 
the food and passing it out. This has definitely strained 
our food stores as the churches that usually give food 
donations to the food cupboard are not doing so.  If 
anyone is able to donate food.  Please let Rita know 
and we can make arrangements for pickup.  Thank 
you.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.pilgrimlodge.org
mailto:pondpaddle@msn.com
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