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PLEASE REMEMBER 
Northern Light EMMC:  Stephen Preble 
Winterberry Heights:  Rev. Dave Follansbee 

Bangor Rehab & Nursing :  Dot Simmons 
Hammond Streeters at Home:  
Barbara Brown, Sandy Farver,   

Sixth Sunday of Easter May 17, 2020 

10:00 AM:  “HSCC” on You Tube 

Preaching:  Rev. Dr. Mark Allen Doty 
 

Scripture:  John 14:15-21 
 

Sermon:  “WITNESS OF LOVE”   

 

 

TO EVERYONE 
 PLAN AHEAD.  DO NOT ENTER THE BUILDING 

WITHOUT NOTIFYING THE OFFICE AND WEARING A 
FACE COVERING. 

 
To keep our staff and church family safe, we must know 
when people plan to come into the building and where 
they plan to be.  Send an email to the office or call ahead 
and let Rita know when you are coming in and where you 
need to go. Wait for confirmation.  Cleaning and sanitiz-
ing is key to staying safe and that is compromised when 
there is evidence that folks are accessing the building 
and we don't know who, when, and where they have 
been.   When you do enter the building please wear a 
face covering.   
Trustees and Safety Committee  



 

PASTOR'S PERESPECTIVE 

 

The HSCC Way 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

 I've been distressed by the press given to a local congregation which has made a big 

splash about choosing to defy the order of Governor Mills and to hold services last Sun-

day.  Clearly social distancing was not being practiced, and no masks were in evidence.  

The pastor said the congregation was suing the governor for overstepping the religious 

freedom all Mainers were allowed.  The open air worship service, in the pastor's words, 

was done as “a spiritual necessity.”  The congregation's act of religious disobedience, 

the pastor said, was the justification for filing a lawsuit against Governor Mills—an ef-

fort being coordinated by Liberty Counsel, an organization declared to be “an LGBTQ 

hate group,” by the Southern Poverty Law Center.   

 

 I've had several conversations—ranging from the grocery store to the telephone—

with church members about this method of “handling” the Covid-19 crisis.  The actions 

taken by this faith community, in my view, are ill advised and dangerous on many lev-

els.  I personally don't believe in going against the laws as mandated by people in au-

thority.  While as Christians we believe in the importance of fellowship with one anoth-

er, that desire does not provide a reason for not obeying the rule of law.  Furthermore, 

the actions taken by the local church pastor and members give the impression that they 

consider themselves to be a special case—an arrogant and pretentious view, in my opin-

ion. 

 

 Who among us Hammond Streeters would deny that we would LOVE the opportuni-

ty to be sitting in a worship service together?!?  But we also know that health experts 

and our state officials believe this practice is unsafe during the pandemic.  So thank you 

for your patience in continuing to do the right things.  Our Hammond Street leadership 

team is meeting on Monday evening by Zoom to discuss that ways we can slowly and 

carefully reopen our building and resume our ministries. 

 

 In the meantime, please worship with our church family via YouTube on Sunday 

mornings!   
 

Blessings, 

 

 

Mark Allen Doty, Senior Pastor  
 

 



The Texts This Week:  Acts 17:22-31; Psalm 66:8-20;  1 Peter 3:13-22;  John 14:15-21 
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HSCC CONTRIBUTIONS:  In these times, 
please remember that the church still has bills to 
pay.  If you are able to mail your check to the 
church, it would be much appreciated.  If your 
bank has the ability to do bill pay, that is an easy 
way to set up recurring payments to the church.  
The address to send pledges and offerings to is:  
HSCC 
                        PO Box 1106 
                        Bangor, Maine 04402-1106 
In addition, Joni Decato is still selling Hannaford 
and Shaw's gift cards.  Don’t hesitate to contact 
her if you would like to purchase any cards and 
she can determine the quickest and safest way to 
get the cards to you.   
  
 Joni:  852-5885 / jonid@roadrunner.com 
 
 

THE DEACONS' CORNER 
 
Greetings to All: 
Our journey continues as do our challeng-
es.  Reopening is on everyone's mind - from antic-
ipation to anxiety, our emotions run the gam-
ut.  Our oft repeated lyrics may be helpful. 
 
“Drop thy still dews of quietness, 
till all our strivings cease; 
take from our souls the strain and stress, 
and let our ordered lives confess 
the beauty of thy peace.” 
  
Hymn:  Dear Lord and Father of Mankind 
John Greenleaf Whittier 
1807-1892 
 
Looking forward to seeing all of you when it is 
safe for us to gather.  Remember to reach 
out to others. 
 

Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in 

prayer. 

— Romans 12:12 

Blessings on us all.  Ruey 
 

CELEBRATING GRADUATES:  Please email or call 
the office with the name(s) of this year's graduate you 
would like to recognize.   Please provide the gradu-
ate's name, school, diploma, certificate, or degree, and 
your connection (i.e, son, granddaughter, best 
friend ).   

 

 
PILGRIM LODGE CAMPS CANCELED FOR 2020 
 
On May 5, the Pilgrim Lodge Director issued a letter in 
part stating,  'the members of the Pilgrim Lodge Lead-
ership Team and the Maine Conference UCC Board of 
Directors have made the very difficult decision to can-
cel all of our summer camps for 2020.  We have made 
this decision in the belief that it is the best way to pro-
tect the health and safety of everyone in our communi-
ty during this unprecedented situation and ensure the 

sustainability of Pilgrim Lodge (PL) for years to 
come."    The PL staff will be working to make the 

camp ready for next summer and have a goal of rais-
ing $50,000 to ensure the camp's presence and sus-

tainability.    Donations can be made on line at 
www.pilgrimlodge.org/giving/ or mailing to Pilgrim 
Lodge, 103 Pilgrim Lodge Lane, West Gardiner, 

ME  04345.   The full letter can be found at https://
www.pilgrimlodge.org/2020/04/29/summer-update/  

 
SILENT OUTREACH 

 
Knitters, please keep knitting!!!! 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Nancy Smith will be sending out a lesson plan for the 
children soon.  So be on the look out for it!!!! 
 

STEPHEN PREBLE 
Stephen is at Northern Light EMMC in Room #617.  
He can not have visitors but cards would be wonderful 
to keep him connected while he is getting better.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.pilgrimlodge.org/giving/
https://www.pilgrimlodge.org/2020/04/29/summer-update/
https://www.pilgrimlodge.org/2020/04/29/summer-update/
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