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HSCC CONNECTIONS
As this pandemic continues to keep us socially distanced it is critical that our congregation
stay connected. As we approach the end of August and enter into our typical "return to
church mindset" now is the time to set up protocols that allow us to stay in touch. We've
instituted some ways for that to happen and encourage all to take advantage of them.

1. Most every Sunday we hold a Zoom HSCC Coffee Hour about 10 minutes after the end
of our online service. If you have access to the internet you can use Zoom at no
cost. Please contact Ruey (ryehle2@gmail.com) if you need help getting on that site.
2. Lynda Ryder has offered to set up a Zoom Get-Together Hour during the week for
those who would like an additional connection time or can't join the Sunday Coffee
Hour. She is interested in finding out days/times that would work best for the most people. Lynda's email is pondpaddle@msn.com.
3. Please let Rita know if you would like a weekly or biweekly phone call. We also would
like to have volunteers to make those weekly or biweekly phone calls.
Please let us know if you have other ideas for HSCC Connections. We all will benefit from
reaching out to each other
August 23, 2020 10:00 AM
The sermons will be on YouTube.
Preaching :
Linda Hirst

PLEASE REMEMBER
EMMC: Connie Kilcomins
Westgate Manor: Walt Cupples
Bangor Rehab & Nursing : Dot Simmons
Hammond Streeters at Home: Barbara Brown, Sandy
Farver, Eda Morrison ,Elaine Magee, and Nelson Durgin,
Connie Insley

Racial Justice
The church council Executive Committee adopted a statement on Justice for
Black Americans on July 6. The statement was read to the congregation by
Pastor Doty during Sunday service on June 27. In the statement Hammond St.
speaks out loudly and clearly about anti-black racism -- and all racism. As Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. told us "Our lives begin to end the day we become
silent about things that matter" and "there is a time when silence is betrayal."
The statement was published in the Bangor Daily News on July 16. It was
sent to local churches, social action groups (including NAACP, Food and
Medicine, Racial Justice and Equality, Faith Linking in Action, and PICA) and
local civic leaders (including the Bangor City Council, School Board and Police
Department and Bangor legislators). The distribution has resulted in several
replies and connections.
We asked that anyone who received the statement join us in speaking out
and let us know of activities and events related to anti-racism, so that we can
keep our members informed of opportunities to be involved. I will be receiving
the information they send.
If you would like to receive email notices of anti-racism activities and
events in the area, I will send them out. I promise not to fill your inbox
with lots of emails. To be included in this email list, please send me an
email at tbig@gwi.net asking to be added.
I will also occasionally provide an update through the Hammond Streeter and
will keep the Church Council and moderator informed.
This is a time when we can act to make change locally against great social
injustice. Please consider being involved in some way.
Tracy Bigney

The Texts This Week: Exodus 1:8-2:10; Psalm 124; Romans 12:1-8; Matthew 16:13-20

FOOD CUPBOARD: Things are running smoothly at the food cupboard. Please save your plastic
shopping bags for us. We use a lot of them. During the month of August Hannaford at Airport Mall
and Broadway are donating to the food cupboard
for every reusable bag that is sold. Support your
local food cupboard.
We are open, Monday, Wednesday and Friday—9:30 AM to Noon and at this time we will still
be serving out the window.
We are looking for some extra volunteers—
we need one to help with unloading trucks and
one to help on the window. Please call the church
office if you know of anyone who would be interested. Thank you.
UPCOMING SERVICE INFORMATION We
have returned to on-line services. Through the
excellent work of Ben Haskell we have many pulpit supply ministers ready and willing to record
sermons and scripture readings. Madonna will
introduce the minister, provide prayers, and other
necessary portions of the service. Andre and
Kathy will oversee the music selections, selecting
the prelude and postlude and the hymns. We do
hope that many of our great musicians will record
an anthem for our use during these virtual services. Andre will be putting together all of the videos for each service. Please let him know if you
are willing to provide an anthem at aechasse@yahoo.com.
UPPER ROOM: If any of you would like a September/October Upper Room—please let me
know and I can get one to you. Please call the office.
PASTORAL CARE INFORMATION
We've had a number of people agree to provide
pastoral care during this time. If you are in need
of pastoral care please contact Rita at the
HSCC office - either 207-942-4381 or
hscc@midmaine.com. She will let you know
who is available and contact them to reach out to
you.
CONDOLENCES Our heartfelt condolences go
out to Paul and Deb Follansbee and family on the
passing of Rev. Dave Follansbee yesterday. Our
thoughts and
prayers are with
you.

WHAT'S HAPPENING -- Pulpit supply is being lined up and the taped
messages sent to Andre Chasse who is
coordinating all of the pieces for the Sunday
YouTube Service then sharing the link by
email. Soon the links to the sermons will also be
available on the website by the following Tues
day. Coffee Hour Zooms are also being
scheduled by Ruey Yehle on most Sundays at 11
a.m. If you are not receiving email notifications
with links to the service or Coffee Hour, please
contact the church office to be added.
 The church office is staffed by Rita Worster during
regular summer hours Mon-Friday 9 to noon. The
building remains locked during those hours and we
ask that you call the office before stopping by. A
mask and log-in are required when entering the
building.
 In-person church meetings may be held but Zoom
meetings/electronic meetings are encouraged. To
use the church for a meeting, you must notify the
office in advance.
 Sextons and Willing Workers continue with
cleaning and maintenance projects.
 Food Cupboard clients are served using curbside
delivery on Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
Donations are welcome, please coordinate
delivery with the office.
 Grocery cards are available by contacting Joni
Decato and pledges and donations can be mailed t
o the office.
Stay in touch with one another and keep watching for
updates.
Lynda Ryder, Chair of Trustees
****Until further notice the Office Hours will continue to
be Monday-Friday 9-noon. We are extending out the
summer hours until we hire an interim pastor.
Thank you.
SILENT OUTREACH Keep knitting. We have given
out 22 afghans so far. Great job everyone.
Nancy Smith
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PASTOR MARK'S MILESTONES AND
MEMORIES collection of photos, well wishes,
and memories can be found on the HSCC website. This link will take you to the album. https://
hammondstreetchurch.org/2020/08/milestonesand-memories/

A FEW UPLIFTING PICURES
I found this picture and thought it was worth
sharing.
Copyright 2014, Anil Saxena

THE ROLE OF AN INTERIM MINISTER
Our Executive Committee has tasked Don
Spencer, Tracy Bigney, and Ruey Yehle to interview candidates for an Interim Minister and to
recommend a candidate to the Executive Committee for approval. We have posted the opening on the Maine UCC and National UCC websites and will start the interview process soon.
An Interim Minister carries out many of the
responsibilities of a called minister with the additional responsibility of assisting our congregation,
through a church Transition Team, in assessing
our needs, articulating a clear vision of our desired future, and the developing a “scope of
work” for the new “called” minister. The clarity of
that work will assist the Search Committee, yet to
be determined, in their decisions as they interview and evaluate candidates. This process can
last more than a year.
When the Search Committee has made their
decision of candidate and the whole congregation has voted to issue a call to the next minister,
the Interim Minister steps down from their position.
*Some of this information comes from a UCC paper titled “Change Management: Intentional Interim Ministers and Congregations”.

This photo is courtesy of Tricia VanKirk. Our
Maine natural beauty.
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