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HSCC Milestones 2001-2020 

 

2001 In June, Rev. Dr. Mark Allen Doty of Corpus Christi, Texas, was called as HSCC’s 16th pastor. 

Later that year he introduced a Christmas Lovefeast in the Moravian Tradition which 
continued for many years with special music and spiced tea and sweet rolls served during 
worship. 

2002 In early spring, Tables of Eight was re-established as a social and dining experience for 
members and friends.   

2003 On December 14, HSCC voted to become an open and affirming congregation. 

 Historian Perry Amsden prepared a detailed church history for HSCC’s 170th celebration. 

2004 The Baked Bean Suppah Booth was set up at the National Folk Festival held on the Bangor 
Waterfront.  Scratch baked beans, W.A. Bean’s red hotdogs, and brownies! 

 The slate roof was replaced and a truss repaired in the main church building.   

 Sanctuary sound system installed. 

 The University of Maine Black Bear Men’s Chorus and Mount View Chamber Singers (RSU 3, 
Mount View High School, Thorndike, Maine) began a tradition of performing during the 
Advent season. 

2005 The Evangelism Award was awarded to HSCC at the Maine Conference Annual Meeting. 

 Celebrated with the Thai Family the 25th anniversary of the immigration to America and 
“sponsorship” by HSCC. 

2006 The first annual Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day Service was held in the sanctuary on the 
longest day of the year, December 21. 

 Verizon cell transmitters installed in steeple. 

2007 Bangor Spiritual Counseling and Addictions Ministry formed with leadership by Rev. Maury 
Landry (2007-20016). 

 All church picnic held at Hugh and Eda Morrison’s camp on Holbrook Pond. 

2008 Member Heidi Crahen painted the church timeline that graces one wall of Fellowship Hall. 

The new sign was installed in celebration of 175 years.  

2009 HSCC’s history of social activism continued.  Events supporting marriage equality and LGBTQ 
rights were endorsed and hosted. 

 Confirmation class with 6 members held series of retreats and an active Youth Group 
provided Easter Sunrise Service. 

2010 Relationship began with the Women’s Reentry Center. 
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 The Stewardship theme Faces of Faith were captured in a collage of the faces of our 
members and friends which was shared as a puzzle and magnets.   

2011 Church steeple reconditioned after years of planning.  

 The tradition of the Palm Sunday Hymn Sing and Dinner continues. 

2012 Brass handrails were installed leading up to the pulpit. 

 The Women’s Fellowship continues to provide Pilgrim Lodge camperships for HSCC youth.  

2013 Bangor Theological Seminary closed. 

 In a cost-saving effort, worship services were held in Fellowship Hall during the winter. 

2014 Audrey Naese commissioned as artist in residence for the banner project. 

 The sanctuary was graced with 65 poinsettias at Christmas and the altar was dressed in a 
garden of lilies, daffodils, hyacinths, and tulips in celebration of Easter. 

2015 Two lifts were installed at the rear entrance of the church and two new chair lifts installed at 
the front entrance to improve accessibility. 

Annual Boston Red Sox Fun fundraiser begins. 

2016 Completed installation of 1861 E. and G.G. Hook Pipe Organ now known as the Libbey-
McClure organ.  Purchased in 2012, it required extensive off-site restoration and enlarging 
the choir loft before installation began.  

 Fellowship Hall Timeline updated by Heidi Crahen. 

2017 Volunteers continue to provide weekly Coffee Hours following worship as part of Pastor 
Doty’s and Hammond Street’s extravagant welcome. 

 Launch of new website under the guidance of the Futures Committee. 

2018 A fundraising trip to gardens Aglow at the Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens in Boothbay 
Harbor Maine, added to the Christmas season. 

 Safe Church Committee established. 

2019 Music highlighted the year including regular performances by the Adult Choir, Children’s 
Choir, and Chimers, plus special performances by Bold Riley and Andrew McKnight. 

 New paving and refurbishing the gardens brought a facelift to the church entrance. 

2020 Pastor Mark announces his retirement as of July 19, 2020.   

 HSCC prepared and published our statement on racial justice July 8, 2020. 

In March the Covid19 pandemic began and in-person worship canceled.  During the weeks 
following, Pastor Mark provided messages and worship using Facebook and YouTube. On 
Sunday, July 5, the sanctuary was opened for the first of three in-person worships limited to 
50 attendees each in celebration of Mark’s ministry and retirement on July 19.    
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From the July 8, 2020 Hammond Streeter 

 

Hail and Farewell! 

Dear Friends, 

If you have a military background, you may know of the traditional ceremony on installations 
around the world called “Hail and Farewell.” It is based on the last words of the poet Catullus (“ave 
atque vale”), when those who are coming and those who are departing are celebrated. As the one 
who is departing, please allow me a final moment for written reflection. 

During these nineteen years in Bangor and Brewer, Hammond Street Church has really been 
the centerpiece of my personal and professional life. You have graciously hosted my parents, Jim 
and Merciel Doty, and my siblings and spouses and extended family on their visits. My dad 
preached here and co-officiated Claire's first wedding with me. My mother performed “The Three 
Marys,” a one-woman presentation which she wrote about the three biblical Marys. (Her first name 
was also Mary!) You saw me through the deaths of these extraordinary people: Dad on Father's 
Day in 2008 and Mom in 2013. 

I continue to be most grateful for the ways you have reached out to my children and 
grandchildren during my tenure. Claire arrived here as a high school junior. Needless to say, much 
has happened since then! Caleb was born in '03 and Cole in '05—in the same room at EMMC! Both 
boys were baptized at Hammond Street, as was my granddaughter, Jocelyn Doty, the daughter of 
Justin and Brittany Doty of San Antonio. The Thibodeau boys are now both six feet tall and play 
football for Brewer High School—as a rising junior and sophomore. In retirement, I look forward to 
making my new home near my son and family—including granddaughter Charlotte! 

I'll always remember how you encircled our family when Claire's fiancé, Derick, was killed and 
most recently, the fire which destroyed my home on Christmas Eve. Like all families, the Dotys have 
lived through their share of tragedies.  But what remains foremost in my mind have been the joy 
and laughter we have shared during our precious time together. As I have often said, humor and 
God's grace have held me together! 

I have been informed, very kindly, that I am being invited back for a bona fide celebration next 
summer. And I suspect, there will be other occasions for visits—to check on my family and you 
dear people....And so even as I prepare to leave for my new home in two weeks, I join you also in 
preparing to say Hail to an Interim Pastor--yet to be named—and eventually a Settled Pastor. There 
will also be new Hammond Streeters who will join the family after I depart. The goodbyes of these 
next days will be followed by hellos. In the meantime, please know that I am leaving a piece of 
myself behind—with immense devotion and appreciation. 

Love, 
 
  Mark Allen Doty, Senior Pastor   
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Memories 

Anderson, Mark 

Describing Pastor 
Mark –  

Abiding, Infectious         
and Supportive 

 

 

Arsenault, Madonna 

A special memory - Mark, Eda, Ashley Bryan 
and me  from last summer when we went to 
Little Cranberry Isle. 

 

 

Baker, Clyde & Jeanne          

“Oh dear mother pin a rose on me” 
It is now time to say “good bye” 
It seems like weeks not years 
So much laughter and some tears 
All the best “D3” we wish for you 
Love you much, through and through. 

        
 
 

 

 

 

Baker, Robyn 

  

 

Baxter, Lois 

      Life is Good! 

  

 

Bean, Emily and Gail Zuck 

 

 

Bigelow, Rita (second from right with left to 
right Lynda Ryder, Mary Sanstrom, Roberta 
Seavey, Rita, and Amy Holmes) 
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Bigney, Ben 

Mark, thank you for 
your friendship and 
support all these 
years. Blessings to 
you for the next 
part of the journey! 
 

 

Bigney, Tracy and Tim Rogers 

Words to describe Pastor Mark – loving, 
compassionate, fun, knowledgeable, supportive 
and helpful 

           

 

Blethen, Larry & Elaine 

Our Loving Pastor - 
We wish you all the best in your next venture. 
You will be missed. 
 

 
 

Brown, Gail with late husband Tom Brown 

“Mine will always be 
his sermons which 
were incredible and 
his sense of humor, his 
love of our church, 
and its parishioners, 
his kindness, and his 
laugh and acceptance 
of what is.” 
 

 

Chamberlain, Mary 

 

 

Churchill, Terry 

 

 

Conley, Florence 

"A wonderful friend.  A great leader.  Someone 
we are REALLY going to miss”.   
 

        

 

Cupples, Walt and Deb Phillips-Cupples, and 
Curtis 

Mark will be missed! 
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Day, Joan 

 

 

Decato, Joni and Andy Wood 

 

 

Durgin, Nelson and Carla 
   
Thank you for the memories and we wish you 
well and much happiness.  
 

 
 

Eastman, Martha (Muffy)  

We wish you all the best in your retirement! It 
has been a pleasure knowing you. The Bangor 
community has been a better place because of 

your caring and commitment to justice. Please 
come back to Bangor to visit when you can.  

Warm 
regards, 
Muffy 
Eastman 
and 
Victoria 
Kane 

 

 

Fortin, Kathy and Ben and Eli DiSalvatore 

 

 

Frazier, Kathy and Kevin 

“Let no one ever come to you without 
leaving better or happier.  Be the living 
expression of God’s kindnesses.  Kindness 
in your face, kindness in your smile, 
kindness in your eyes.”  Mother Theresa 

  
Kathy and her mom, Jackie McCourtney 
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Fricke, George and Judy 
 
"Dear Mark, 
from one Classic to another..." 
 

 

 

Gildart, Michael and Susan 

We wish Mark all the best on his 
retirement.  The road to San Antonio is 
not that long! 
 

  
 

Gosse, Julie and Sam Hess,  Adelaide and Sarah 
Hess 

 “Thank you Pastor Mark for being a 
wonderful pastor!”  

  

Griffin, Conrad and Fran 

 

 

 

Groleau, John and Ellen 

"Often when you are at the end of 
something, you’re at the beginning of 
something else." ~Fred Rogers 

 

 

Haskell, Ben and BettyAnn 

We will miss your teaching, preaching, and 
good humor, Pastor Mark. Safe journey to 

your retirement.  We pray it will be a time of 
joy and relaxation. Remember to watch out 
for exploding radiators!!! 
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Hill, Jan  

 

 

Houston, Heather – L-R Heather, Maddie, Will 
and Abbey 

The photo 
of you 
dancing 
with my 
mother 
(Ruth) and 
me at the 
celebration 
of my 50th 

birthday is very precious to me.  Mom was 84 
years young; she danced despite the extreme 
nerve pain she suffered in her feet and legs. I 
was in my glory - a live band and some of my 
favorite people with whom to share the fun.  

I will miss having you in our pulpit, dear man. 
You leave huge shoes to be filled, however, I 

have faith that 
we'll seek and find 
a worthy 
successor. You 
have more than 
earned your 
retirement and 
the associated 
benefits. I am so 
happy that you'll 
be near family; if 

we can't have you, they should. I intend to stay 
in touch.  You'll be forever in my heart, Mark 
Allen Doty. God bless and Godspeed, 

 

Insley, Connie and Connie Kilcommins 

Mark, you were 
truly the right 
man, in the right 
place at the right 
time so, as the song 
goes, “thanks for 
the memories!” 

Gratefully and 
with love and 
blessings as you 
and your family 

move on to a new chapter in your lives 
together, Connie, July 2020 

Jellison, Kathy and Al 

 

 

Johnson, David and Suanne 

Our memories of Mark are many and warm, 
through good times and bad.  We treasure the 

memory of his 
officiating our 
daughter Kristin's 
wedding in 2014, when 
he was able to spend a 
wonderful weekend 
with us in Camden, 
including joining in 
the joyous dancing at 
the reception. (Kristin 

and Brian Traniello) (Mark and Suanne) 
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Libbey, Dennis and Jayne 

Dear Mark, 
Wishing you all the best as you begin this 
wonderful new chapter in your life. Enjoy 
every day! May your life be filled with good 
health, love and happiness . . . 

Long, Robin and Lisa Main 

Magee, Elaine 

Mark, Will always remember your (Down To 
Earth) personality 
and compassion for 
our congregation. 
There will never be 
another like you in 
the whole wide world 
my friend, and just 
want to wish you the 
best of happiness in 
your retirement. 
Please come back to 
Maine often Mark, 
and I'll always have 

a fresh pot of coffee brewed, and a comfortable 
'easy chair’ ready for your short 'cat nap’ 
during your visit to my apartment. Take 
care,   

Magee, Bob 

Mark, Can't believe the time has come for your 
retirement (where has the time gone?). Always 
thought of you, not only as my Pastor, but as a 
great friend . Told to keep this brief, so wishing 
you good health in the years ahead, and hope 
you get to do some fun things during your 
retirement   Take care Mark, and love the 
'beard  

McKenna, Jeannie 

Mark, Wishing you many years of good 
health and a 
happy retirement. 
Thank you for 
making my life a 
little easier 
through your 
spiritual and 
uplifting services. 

Michaud, Cheryl, Bill, Austin and Anna 

Mark has been a guiding star and support 
system for us. We all think the world of 
him. Sending our love, 
The Michauds 
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Morrison Hugh and Eda 

Dear Loving Pastor. 
     It seems like just yesterday that you 
arrived in Bangor on that cold winter night 
almost twenty years ago.  Our church family 
was so hoping you would like us and deem us 
worthy of your many talents and become our 
settled Pastor.  After many meetings with 
almost everyone in the church family we 
found it was love at first sight.  You would be 
our new Pastor! 
    As the years went by we were delighted to 
see your deep caring, humor, and boundless 
energy as you called us to be better, more 
compassionate people.  Your Sunday sermons 
were always a source of inspiration, solace and 
hope.  Many times, they were just plain 
joyful.  Thank you for each and every one. 
   Ten months ago my world almost came to an 
end as illness overtook me and I fought to come 
 

 
  
back among the living.  You were there for me 
and my family every step of the way 
through dark and lonely days and nights.  Our 
gratitude knows no bounds for your loving 
care and faithfulness.  We all thank you from 
the bottom of our hearts. 
    Now a new adventure begins as you head 
off to San Antonio and your dear family 
there.  We wish you the best of times in your 
new home and the pool you have waited so 
long to enjoy. 
    Good luck dear Pastor.  Oh, how we will miss 
you !  With much love and a virtual hug from, 
Eda and family. 
 

Reidt, Del (Adella)  

 

 

 

Ryder, Brad and Lynda 

You brought new vision, traditions, and Texas 
hospitality to us and will reside forever in the 
heart of HSCC.  Best wishes for the retirement 
you are looking forward to and deserve.  

 

 

Seavey, Roberta 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Roberta shares the following with you. 
  LITTLE THINGS 

It takes a little muscle and it takes a little grit, 
A little true ambition with a little bit of wit, 
Its not the “biggest” things that count 
And make the “biggest” show; 
Its the little things that people do that  
Makes the world go round, 
 
A little bit of smiling and little sunny chat, 
A little bit of courage to a comrade slipping 
back; 
Its not the “biggest” thing that counts 
And makes the “biggest” show 
Its the little things that people do that  
Makes the old world go around. 
                                      Author Unknown 
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Small, Mary 

 

 

Smith, David and Nancy 

 

 

Spencer, Don, Lori, Gretchen and Madison 

Dear O Great One, 
It has been such 
an honor and 
privilege to have 
you as part of our 
family. Now, 
about the girls 
weddings.... shall 
we say at Egg 
Pond?!?! 
       Much love 
and our best 
wishers to you, 
        Don, 
Gretchen, Fuzzy, 
and O Tall One 
  

 

Staples, Marilyn 

I have a magazine cut out of you reading from 
the Bible in front of our church stained glass 
windows.  I framed it and it has hung in my 
living room for many years.  In the frame I 
tucked a cut out message that says “Kindness 
Ricochets.”  That is the way I will always 
remember you. The kindness and love and 
religion you shared with my family.  I hope 
you have a wonderful, peaceful, happy 
retirement.    (Below: Marilyn and Danny 
Staples in bright red with family.) 
 

 
 

Stockwell, Lovern 

 
 

Tracy, Kathy 

Pastor Mark 
praying for 
you as you 
embark on this 
phase of your 
life.  Sure will 
miss your" 
delightful" 
sense of 
humor.   

Life is short! Enjoy it!  Big Hugs ❣ 
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VanKirk, Jim, Tricia, Sarah, Ben and James 

Left to right:  Ben, Tricia, Sarah, Matt Daniel, Jim and James 

 

 

Wheaton, Ray and Donna 

 

 

Worster, Rita and Ernie 

You met me at 
my worst and 
have always 
had faith in me 
and shown me 
great support 
and love. I will 
miss you. 
 
 

 

 

 

Yehle, Ruey 
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More Memories 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                            
  Page  16 

And More Memories  
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Happy Trails to You, Our Loving Pastor 

From the homes of Emily Bean and Gail Zuck 
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Happy Trails to You, Our Loving Pastor 

From home of Judy and George Fricke 
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Happy Trails to You 

Happy trails to you, until we meet again 
Happy trails to you, keep smilin' until then 

Who cares about the clouds when we're together? 
Just sing a song and bring the sunny weather 

 
Happy trails to you, 'till we meet again 

Some trails are happy ones 
Others are blue 

It's the way you ride the trail that counts 
Here's a happy one for you 

 
Happy trails to you, until we meet again 

Happy trails to you, keep smilin' until then 
Who cares about the clouds when we're together? 

Just sing a song and bring the sunny weather 
Happy trails to you, 'till we meet again 

Written by Dale Evans 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



July 2020 

Texas to Maine 2001 

Maine to Texas 2020 

Many happy returns! 


