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FAREWELL TO NELSON DURGIN
This week we had to say Farewell to Nelson Durgin. We are deeply saddened by his passing and our condolences go out to Carla, Marjorie, Michael and families. Pastor Greg put together a stellar service—definitely a fitting tribute to General Durgin. A transcript of the
service is available in the office by request.
Nelson touched many lives during his time on earth. First and foremost he was a husband, father, grandfather and great grandfather.
His love of his church was evident in all the involvement that he had at
Hammond Street over his 51 years here. He was best know for his
love of making the beans for the Bean Luncheon.
Nelson served 35 years in the guard and was appointed Maine’s
adjutant general and commissioner for defense, veterans and emergency management from 1991-1995.
Upon his military retirement he became executive director and administrator of The Phillips Strickland House and was involved in many
organizations as well as serving as Bangor City Councilor and Mayor.
Nelson was loved and respected by all. Farwell General Durgin!
September 27, 2020 10:00 AM
The sermons will be on YouTube.

PLEASE REMEMBER
Winterbury Heights: Walt Cupples
Bangor Rehab & Nursing : Dot Simmons
Hammond Streeters at Home: Barbara Brown, Sandy
Farver, Eda Morrison ,Elaine Magee, Connie Insley, Roberta
Seavey.

INTERIM MINISTER ON BOARD
On behalf of the Interim Pastoral search committee (RueyYehle, Tracy Bigney and Don
Spencer) and with a vote of the executive committee we are happy to welcome back Rev.
Joe Schulte to Bangor and the HSCC family. If all goes as planned Rev. Schulte will be joining us by the middle to end of October. Joe has sent us a bio of what he has been “up to”
since he left HSCC in 1999.
Much has happened since I left my ministry at Hammond Street Congregational Church in
September 1999. First of all, Beth Miller and I were married the following year. We just celebrated our 20th wedding anniversary – as much as we could during a pandemic!
Vocationally, I continued serving a variety of congregations and conferences. I have been
as far west as South Dakota and as far south as Texas. I have pastored churches from 50
to 500 members in Iowa, South Dakota, Michigan, Indiana, and Texas. I have served as an
Associate Conference Minister in the Penn Northeast Conference and as the Southwest
Ohio/Northern Kentucky Association Minister in the Ohio Conference. As a conference staff
member, I even had oversight of a $1 million budget. Ministering in such varied settings
has been interesting. It has taught me that there is no “one right way” to do things. I have
also been given the opportunity to discover and refine a variety of skills. During my time in
conference work as a consultant, I have developed and implemented a visioning and strategic planning process that has allowed each of my congregations to discern their call and
identity by reflecting on their various gifts and contexts. I have also had the opportunity to
work as a supervisor of staff and have experienced the effectiveness of collegiality.
One of the more surprising areas in which I have grown is the area of church finances.
Having been given oversight over the budget of the Penn Northeast Conference, I was appreciative of the tutoring I received from the treasurer, John Pfeiffer. He taught me how to
understand a budget and various aspects of finance. Thanks to the tutelage of Don Hill,
former leader of the national United Church of Christ Financial Development Team, I
learned a great deal about how to raise funds for ministry.
I have also continued to support the LGBTQ community. As in my ministry at Hammond
Street Church, I have helped congregations begin to explore the possibility of becoming
Open and Affirming congregations. As a senior pastor, I facilitated a search process that
led a somewhat conservative congregation to call an openly gay Minister of Children,
Youth, and Young Adults.
I have been many places and done many things since leaving Hammond Street Church,
but I'm excited about returning as your interim Senior Pastor. We will work together to prepare you for the person God is preparing to be your next called and settled Senior Pastor.
We welcome Beth and Joe back to Maine and the HSCC family and looking forward
to having Joe guide us through this next “spiritual journey” in finding HSCC an new Senior
Pastor.
Moderator
Don Spencer

The Texts This Week: Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 78:1-4,12-16; Philippians2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32

OFFICE NEWS
The church office will be closed from September
25-October 8. Rita will be away for some much
needed R&R. Someone will be monitoring messages on Tuesdays and Thursdays and responding to them as needed. Rita will respond to urgent emails remotely. She will be back to work on
Friday, October 9. In case of emergency please
contact Lynda Ryder.

ROADRACE TO BENEFIT ST. JOSEPH'S HOSPITAL PROGRAM
The Commit to be Fit Virtual Roadrace is scheduled for Sunday, Sept. 27th. Last year was the
first year and it attracted over 500 walkers and
runners to participate. The theme encourages
everyone to reach beyond their typical walk or run
and commit to complete a 5k (3.1 miles) or 10k
(6.2 miles). Last year, the generosity of our community raised over $65,000 for the SAFE Nurse
Program. This program is dedicated to assist the
domestic and sexual abuse victims in the Greater
Bangor Community.
Please join me either by sponsoring or direct donation to this extremely worthy cause. These
dedicated nurses have specialized training and
work closely with police and other agencies that
deal directly with victims of sexual assault and
abuse. 100% of your contribution benefits this
program that is part of St. Joseph's Hospital on
Center Street here in Bangor.
Donations may be made on-line at https://
runsignup.com/Race/ME/Bangor/
StJoesCommit or by mail to St. Joseph's
Healthcare Foundation, 106 Congress Street,
Bangor, Maine 04401
For further details:
https://www.stjoeshealing.org/supportour-mission/commit-to-get-fit
Thank you in advance for your support!!
Brad Ryder

STEWARDSHIP
Hi, my name is Paul Follansbee, and I’m a member of
the Stewardship committee.
As you are aware, the theme of this year’s campaign is
“Leap of Faith “, a theme that is particularly apt in this
year of uncertainty. We are asking everyone at Hammond Street to consider their own individual leap of
faith for this year, and to join us collectively in our
church’s ongoing leap of faith as we try to demonstrate
God’s love to the world. My own personal leap of faith
is complicated ( I’m a therapist, what can I say?). First
it is to challenge myself to be a good member of this
committee when encouraging people to give is way out
of my comfort zone. Second it is to continue to believe that God, despite appearances, is still working in
the world, and that supporting a church is one of the
better ways to support God’s work.
As a congregation and as a building, we are an outward and visible sign of an inward grace, a concrete
reminder that love and grace, compassion and forgiveness are the real powers in the universe. Our challenge is to remember that in a culture that worships
money and power, and nurtures anger and resentment. It is a worthy challenge. Please join us in whatever way you can.
God’s Peace.
SAVE THE DATE:
It is time to start thinking about our annual Holiday
Fair. It is scheduled for November 14th. A group
of us met on 9/21 to get started on brainstorming. We
realize that this year’s fair may look a little different
than past years to assure we are following all the State
and CDC guidelines to keep everyone safe. So this
will definitely take a some extra ideas to make it work.
If anyone has any ideas that they would like to share
please send them to the church office. Thank you!!!!
More news to follow.
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BOSTON MARATHON JIMMY FUND WALK –REQUEST FROM TRACY BIGNEY
SEPTEMBER 2020
Dear Hammond Streeters,
On October 4, I will walk for the fourth year in the Jimmy Fund Walk for Dana-Farber. Cancer didn't take a
year off during the pandemic. It is still the leading cause of death in the US. Research and treatment are as
important as ever. I know from experiences of my friends that Dana Farber provides urgently needed care
for people from Maine and around the world. Northern Light Cancer Care is part of the Dana-Farber Cancer
Care Collaborative.
This year the walkers will not all be together in Boston. I will be walking with several friends around
Schoodic Point for a half-marathon walk. I've made a gift and pledged to raise funds that will be used to support critical cancer research and patient care at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. Will you please make a gift to
support my walk?
Who would you like to honor? --Whether you contribute or not, I would be honored to carry the name of
someone who is important to you as I walk. Let me know who you would like to honor or remember, and I
will take their name with me on October 4. Send names to bigney@maine.edu.
How to help --It's easy to have an impact on this important and universal cause. You can:
- Make a gift online: give directly through my fundraising page: http://jimmyfundwalk.org/goto/TracyBigney
- Send in a check: Write a check payable to " Boston Marathon Jimmy Fund Walk" with my name and
participant ID -- Tracy Bigney 1012011 -- in the memo line and send it directly to the Jimmy Fund Walk at:
Boston Marathon Jimmy Fund Walk
P.O. Box 3595
Boston, MA 02241-3595
With your help, we can move closer to a world without cancer. Thanks for any amount you can give. I appreciate your generosity!
Tracy Bigney
http://danafarber.jimmyfund.org/goto/Tracy-Bigney

.

