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PLEASE REMEMBER 
 

Bangor Rehab & Nursing :  Dot Simmons 
Brewer Rehab:  Del Reidt 

Hammond Streeters at Home:   Barbara Brown, Sandy 
Farver,  Eda Morrison ,Elaine Magee,  Connie Insley, Roberta 
Seavey, Ronnie & Helga Kittredge, Gene Carter. 

 

November 15, 2020 10:00 AM 
 
 

The sermon will be on YouTube. 
 

 

As many of you know, the UCC offers 5 opportunities to contribute to more global outreach programs.   
These are the following: 

 One Great Hour of Sharing – typically collected on the 4th Sunday of Lent 

 Strengthen the Church – typically collected on Pentecost Sunday 

 Neighbors in Need – typically collected on World Communion Sunday 

 The Christmas Fund – Typically collected on Christmas Eve 

Our Church’s Wider Mission 
 

The first four offerings are typically collected at worship services during the year.   Our Church’s Wider Mission is a budgeted line item in 

our Outreach Budget.   Because we have not been able to worship together in the past 7 months, we have not had an official collection for 

One Great Hour of Sharing, Strengthen the Church and Neighbors in Need. 
 

A few folks from the congregation have contributed faithfully, but if you would also like to contribute there is still time to do so.  You can 

send a check into the office and put in the memo field for one or all of the 3 global outreach programs.      
 

Below is a summary of what each program focuses on.  If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to reach out to me 

(jonid@roadrunner.com). 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing, as part of Our Churches Wider Mission, is the special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that 
carries God’s message of love and hope to people in crisis. The UCC works with international partners to provide sources of clean water, 
food, education and health care, small business micro-credit, advocacy and resettlement for refugees and displaced persons, and emer-
gency relief and rehabilitation. OGHS also supports domestic and international ministries for disaster preparedness and response. 
 

The Strengthen the Church offering supports the expansion of ministry and growth of UCC local congregations. Your support of this offer-
ing will help the UCC fulfill on its commitment to creating a just world for all by investing in new ministries and practices that meet the 
emerging needs of local communities.  

Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that supports ministries of justice and compassion 
throughout the United States. One-third of NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of this offering 
is used by the UCC's Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service 
projects through grants. Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to UCC churches and organizations doing justice work in their communi-
ties. These grants fund projects whose work ranges from direct service to community organizing and advocacy to address systemic injus-
tice. This year, special consideration will be given to projects focusing on serving our immigrant neighbors and communi-

ties.                  Continued ….. 

mailto:jonid@roadrunner.com
http://www.ucc.org/faq_what_is_caim


 

PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE                 Rev. Joe Schulte                
 
I can be a patient person, but I must admit that unnecessary delays frustrate me.  I like to get things done 
as quickly as possible.  This includes grocery shopping.  I’m not one to stand and ponder price differences 
or per-unit- costs.  Labels are my guiding light when I’m shopping.  I know the brands I like and that is what 
I reach for because the label lets me know what to expect.  It’s a shortcut.  It may not be cost effective, but 
it gets the job done and there are few surprises in what I have purchased.  My approach to shopping for 
clothing is similarly helped by labels.  They identify the brands that I like.  I know the clothing quality and fit 
because of the brand. 
 
Labeling provides us with a way to make decisions quickly.  We don’t need to take the time to go over each 
item in detail.  This works well when looking for things; it does not work so well with people. We are too 
complex and nuanced to be identified and understood by a label. More and more I hear people putting oth-
ers into categories that they can quickly label, which makes them think that they now understand them 
completely. 
 
It saddens me when I hear or see labels easily assigned to people.  First of all, it is often used as a way to 
dismiss others.  We don’t need to get to know them better or listen to them.   We can dismiss them when 
they disagree with us because they are “one of those types.”  On the other hand, we can eagerly support 
someone, for they are on “our team.”  We don’t look below the surface to discover the full picture of who 
they are or what they believe.  We like labels because they allow for quick judgments and don’t bog us 
down in detail. 
 
Secondly, it is a fallacy to believe that all who might be labeled a particular way are identical.  We falsely 
assume that all who are identified by the same political, theological, racial, ethnic, geographical, occupa-
tional label all march in lock step.  If one spends time really getting to know a variety of people, it doesn’t 
take very long to realize that there is a spectrum of perspectives within each label.  To know people only by 
a label often means we miss getting to know others completely and we see them only as objects. We don’t 
seem to think that we can learn from them. 
 
Finally, many labels are in search of a meaning. This is particularly true of the labels: progressive/liberal, 
centrist, and conservative. What I thought it meant to be a conservative is now centrist or progressive.  
Those who were once identified as liberal are now identified as centrist or conservative.  My head spins.  
But we keep using these labels as shortcuts to understanding someone.  I remember once when I was in-
terviewed for a position in the church I was asked if I was liberal, conservative, or middle-of-the-road.  The 
eyes of the interviewers glazed over when I said, “Yes.” Depending on the issue, I could easily be identified 
with different labels.  I wasn’t really trying to be coy, just honest.  I don’t approach issues looking for the 
answer that fits a particular category.    God made us too complex to be understood by the shorthand of 
labels. 
 
The problem with labels extends to the church.  I have been in many churches of many denominations and 
the members may be singing out of the same hymnal, but not singing the same hymn. 
 
Labels are helpful when it comes to things, inanimate objects.  They are much less helpful when seeking to 

fully understand those created in God’s image.  May we spend time getting to know people beyond any 

category in which we might put them.  Perhaps then we will find a respect for one another that enables us 

to work together with God to create the new future that God has planned for us. 

 

 

  
 

 

 



The Texts This Week:  Judges 4:1-7; Psalm 123;  1 Thessalonians 5:1-11;  Matthew 25:14-30 
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The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the 
Cross and the Emergency Fund is a Special Mis-
sion Offering that congregations have been sup-
porting for over 100 years.  The offering is admin-
istered through the United Church Board for Min-
isterial Assistance, the charitable arm of the Pen-
sion Boards.  Funds provide direct financial sup-
port to those who serve the church and are facing 
financial difficulties.  Active and retired clergy, lay 
employees, and their surviving spouses may be 
eligible for the Supplementation of Small Annui-
ties, Supplementation of Health Premiums, Emer-
gency Grants, and/or Christmas “Thank You” Gift 
Checks. 
Joni Decato 
 
FROM CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 It is a good day when we can affirm that the 
day is a wonderful gift from God.  Then we can 
rejoice and give thanks to God for such a marvel-
ous gift.  
 It is a good day when our Christian faith and 
our witness have been a source of joy and en-
couragement to others.  
 It is a good day when we are surrounded by 
loving and caring people, whether at home or at 
work.  
 It is a good day when we experience the deep 
joy and satisfaction which come from a sense of 
inner fulfillment. 
 It is a good day when we strive to live in har-
mony with all of God’s creation.  
 Having a good day has more to do with us — 
our faith, our hopes, our dreams — than it does 
with what may happen to us during the day.  
PRAYER:  Help us, O God, to be grateful for this 
day, Your gift to us.  Amen. 
THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 
Any day is a good day when we sense 
God’s love.   
 
STEWARDSHIP:  The Stewardship Committee 
were so much fun on their Stewardship Drive-by.  
If you were unable to attend, we are mailing your 
pledge card out to you with a stamped self ad-
dressed envelope for you to send it back to the 
church.  Thank you 
 

Educating Ourselves about Racism and Racial 
Justice 
Would you like to read and talk with fellow members of 
the HSCC community about racism and racial jus-
tice?  There are many good books to help us under-
stand the experiences of people of color and how rac-
ism has been built into our legal, educational, govern-
mental, and other systems. 
If you might be interested in participating in a book 
group using Zoom and phone, please send an email to 
Tracy Bigney at tbig@gwi.net before the end of No-
vember.  Tracy will contact those who are potentially 
interested to see what we would like to read, when to 
discuss, and other aspects of the group.  Sending an 
email doesn’t commit you to anything! 
If we select a book, we will provide information about 
how to order it.  Funds will be available to assist any-
one for whom the cost of the book would be a barrier. 
Educating ourselves is a first step in living out our 
commitment to racial justice.    Tracy Bigney 
FOOD CUPBOARD:  The food cupboard is still 
serving clients out the classroom window.  That sys-
tem is working well.  It keeps our volunteers and  
clients at a safe distance.  Everyone is required to 
wear a mask and social distance.   
We are currently serving about 300 families a week.  
We are distributing over 20,000 pounds of food a 
month.  This consists of what is donated from food 
drives, fresh rescue from Hannaford and Walmart and 
what we purchase from Good Shepherd.   
As we are going into the winter months, we are seeing 
our numbers of those in need rise so our need for food 
rises.  Items that we are in need of are:  Pasta, rice, 
peanut butter, tuna, and cereal.  These are the items 
that go quickly, stretch far and are not always easy to 
obtain.  
Thank you.      Rita 
 
Dues 
2020 dues are 18.00 and 2021 dues are 18.25.   I 
have a list of those that have already paid and you can 
email me at the jonid@roadrunner.com email if you 
can’t remember. 

mailto:tbig@gwi.net
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HAVE YOU THOUGHT ABOUT CHRISTMAS GIFTS YET? This year the pandemic has 
curtailed Christmas shopping.  An easy way to provide gifts for your loved ones are purchas-
ing gift cards through Hammond Street! Every purchase you make can put 2% - 16% of the 
card value back into our Operating Fund.  
 

I will be placing 2 orders this year.   
The first order will be placed on November 23

rd
  and be ready for pickup/delivery on No-

vember 30
th

 
The second order will be placed on December 7

th
 and be ready for pickup/delivery by 

December 14
th

  
 

Attached to your Hammond Streeter is a list of all the vendors that are available for gift 
cards.  If you would like to order gift cards, email me at jonid@roadrunner.com or call the 
church office at 942-4381.    
 

A reminder that we have Hannaford and Shaw’s cards available all year round (in denomina-
tions of 25, 50 and 100). 
 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me at jonid@roadrunner.com.  
Thanks, Joni Decato 

 
HOLIDAY FAIR 
Well this certainly has been a difficult year for sure.  Your Holiday Fair committee has been working 
hard, trying to make all the pieces of the fair come together.   
So due to circumstances beyond our control we have had to push the Fair date out to December 
12th.  We will not be having wreaths this year.  We will be having jams, jellies, pickles, baked 
goods, chili, chowder, etc.  We will be sending out a list of those items for people to preorder for 
pick up on December 12th.   
We are also collecting some items for an online auction in January, so we will have some fun with 
that and allow us to have something to look forward to after the holidays.  Stay tuned for more infor-
mation.   
 

 

Rev. Joe Schulte’s email:   jtschulte12@gmail.com 
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