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Greetings,
Below you will find the litany for the lighting of the Christ candle for Christmas. It can be used in your
home. Please feel free to share it with others so that they might find it helpful in celebrating the holiday.
Lighting of the Christ Candle Christmas Eve/Christmas
The four Advent candles are lit before you begin.
Reader: The season for watching and waiting is over. The people who walked in darkness have seen a
great light. This is the light of the world, and the darkness cannot extinguish it.
The Christ candle is lit.
Reader: “O sing to the Lord a new song;
Sing to the Lord, all the earth.
Tell of God's salvation from day to day.
“Declare God's glory among the nations,
God's marvelous works among all the peoples” (Psalm 96:1–3).
Reader: “Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples,
Ascribe to God glory and strength.
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name;
Bring an offering, and come into his courts.
Worship the Lord in holy splendor;
Tremble before God, all the earth” (Psalm 96:7–9).
Reader: “Say among the nations, ‘The Lord is Sovereign!’
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice. God will judge the world with righteousness,
And the peoples with divine truth” (Psalm 96:10a, 11a, 13b
Blessings,
Rev. Joe Schulte

December 24, 2020 7:00 PM
December 27, 2020 10:00 AM
The sermons will be on YouTube.

PLEASE REMEMBER
Ross Manor: Del Reidt
Orono Commons: Eda Morrison
Bangor Rehab & Nursing : Dot Simmons
Hammond Streeters at Home: Barbara Brown, Sandy
Farver, Elaine Magee, Connie Insley, Roberta Seavey, Ronnie & Helga Kittredge, Gene Carter.

PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE

Rev. Joe Schulte

Greetings!
Below is our weekly Bible study. The passage is the reading assigned
for the First Sunday of Christmas. I hope you find this helpful. Feel
free to share it.
WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY
Luke 2:22-40
This week’s reading features two lesser-known biblical characters. Pay
particular attention to their characteristics.
Reader Luke 2:22-40
Reflect upon the following
·
What are the roles of Anna and Simeon in this passage?
·
What might it have felt like to be Simeon and Anna and waiting for so very long for the promise to arrive?
·
How do you think they recognized that Jesus was the one
they have been waiting for?
·
What are the ways older people can encourage and care for
younger generations today?

Blessings,
Rev. Joe Schulte

The Texts This Week: Isaiah 61:10-62:3-; Psalm 148; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40

WISDOM ROAD
We are in the few last days of our liturgical waiting with
Mary for the birth of the Savior, Emmanuel~ God with
us. This is our sacred journey throughout our lives,
preparing for the coming of Jesus in all His glory. And I
find, looking back over my life thus far, that Jesus has
come again and again to me with the provisions of His
Love. With Mary, I embody Christ and reflect in my life
from this perspective. Transformation is happening for
us continually, even during this pandemic. All of us are
in waiting. What are you waiting for? What do you
need? There is a poem called, “What You Need Is
Here”, written by Wendall Berry. Berry says in this poem that the ancient faith is knowing what you need is
here. Can you see it in the Incarnation for you, for us
all?
“Horseback on Sunday morning, harvest over,
we taste persimmon and wild grape, the sharp sweet of summer’s end.
In time’s maze, over fall fields, we name names that rest on
graves.
We open a seed to find the tree stands in promise,
pale in the seed’s marrow.
Geese appear high over us; they pass, and the sky closes.
Abandon, as in love or sleep, holds them to their way, clear
in the ancient faith:
what we need is here.
And we pray, not for new earth or heaven, but to be quiet in
heart, and eye clear.
What we need is here.” ~
Try and trust this ancient faith that “what you need is here”.
~
Do you know what you need?
Be still and know.~
What is your heart’s desire?
As you listen to your heart, feel yourself responding from
the place of resiliency and hope within. Let these questions
soak into your soul like water on a freshly planted seed
while being honest with the answer that arises within
you.
You will begin to know the inner strength of resiliency and the seed of hope within you as you pay attention to your heart and soul in this way. ~W hat do you need?
Like the seed and the hope of the tree in its marrow and the
geese held in flight by the same ancient faith within you,
you are an incarnation of matter and spirit, living in oneness
with the Love of the Universe. What you need is here.
Wisdom Road Center for Spiritual Care,
a ministry of Madonna J. Arsenault, M.Div., CSD, Assistant Pastor, HSCC, UCC, and Assistant Chaplain for
Volunteers of America, Northern New England
madonna.arsenault1@gmail.com
603-475-5994

HOLIDAY FAIR 2020 We had a great Holiday Fair.
We had a lot of fun and got to see a lot of people. So
far we have over $1,600 raised. We will report final
totals when we get them. Thank you to all who made
this happen.
FOOD CUPBOARD: As we are going into the winter months, we are seeing our numbers of those in
need rise so our need for food rises. Items that we are
in need of are: Pasta, rice, peanut butter, tuna, and
cereal. These are the items that go quickly, stretch far
and are not always easy to obtain. So if you can help
please drop items off at the church Monday-Friday 9-3.
Thank you.
Rita
CARDS
Eda Morrison: Orono Commons
117 Bennoch Rd
Orono, Maine 04473
Del Reidt: Please send cards to Joan Day and she
will be sure that she reads them to Del.
Please be sure to check in with others as this time of
year is especially hard and if loved ones are in facilities, the caregivers are left home by themselves.
Dues
2020 dues are 18.00 and 2021 dues are 18.25. I
have a list of those that have already paid and you can
email me at the jonid@roadrunner.com email if you
can’t remember.
Gracias Choir’s Christmas Concert
The Gracias Choir would like to invite everyone to
watch the Gracias Choir’s Christmas Concert on Fox
22 WFVX Bangor, this Christmas Day, Friday, December 25th at 11 AM. Enjoy
90th Birthday
On Thursday, December 24th, Larry Blethen will turning 90!!!! Let’s all celebrate and send him a card,
email, or call. Happy Birthday Larry!!!!!
And in the words of Joan Day— And Many More!!!!
Enclosed you will find the Poinsettia dedications!
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