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RECENT SERVICES 
 

 

 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

In person Sunday Service  
May 2, 2021 

10 AM 
All Are Welcome!!!! 

      

 

PLEASE REMEMBER 
 

St. Joseph's Hospital:  Inez George 
Bangor Rehab & Nursing :  Dot Simmons 

Hammond Streeters at Home:   Sandy Farver, Elaine Magee,  Rob-
erta Seavey, Ronnie & Helga Kittredge, Gene Carter, Del Reidt , Eda 
& Hugh Morrison, Tim Furrow, Mary Chamberlain. 
 



PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE               REV. JOE SCHULTE 
 
 
 
When I was attending my home church, I could always tell when it was Holy communion Sunday.  It had 
nothing to do with what Sunday of the month it was or that it was a special Sunday; it was that when I en-
tered the sanctuary, it was filled with the aroma of wine.  For me, it was a pleasant smell and brought out a 
sense of reverence.  I have always associated the aroma of wine with the celebration of Holy Communion. 
However, once I began my journey as a local church pastor and later as a member of various conference 
staffs, I found that there are many variations to celebration Holy Communion.  Some were more formal, 
some less.  There were those that were more joyful that I remembered.  One thing that was true of the 
overwhelming majority of celebrations of the sacrament that did not include wine.  For a variety of reasons, 
many congregations used grape juice.  Gone was the familiar smell of communion.  I must admit, it took 
some time for me to adjust.  Gone was something tradition I had known my whole life. 
 
In our current context, our congregation has had to confront a similar issue.  We have the way it has al-
ways been done and a desire to maintain those traditions, but the reality seems to be pushing us into seek-
ing a new way to celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion.  Medical folks are telling us very clearly 
that it is not safe to pass plates of bread and trays of grape juice among the people, too many hands and 
fingers would be touching the elements.  The discussion about how the sacrament might be celebrated 
safely, is sometimes not very pleasant.  “We have to do it the regular way,” is the familiar refrain. 
 
I understand the frustration. I went through it when I first began serving grape juice instead of wine.  I 
missed the distinctive aroma in the sanctuary and the taste of the wine.  Traditions are hard to give up or 
change, and rightfully so, for they have meaning for us.  To take a tradition away is often heard as, “You’ve 
been doing it wrong.”  When time and circumstances have changed, sometimes we need to adjust.  In the 
care of Holy communion, the adjustment might only be temporary, but it is still not easy. 
 
Although the way in which Communion is celebrated is important, I have found that I have become much 
more flexible that I was before.  I began by looking at meaning, not method.  I began to understand more 
fully that the sacrament was a remembrance of Jesus Christ, the sacrifice, the call of community, the prom-
ise of God’s presence in Christ, and the promise of new life.  To assist in the remembering and experienc-
ing, Jesus used two common elements of a meal, the bread and the cup. What he did made sense in his 
context.  Perhaps we can look at our time and place and see how we can celebrate the sacrament in a 
somewhat different way that fits for us and still helps us to experience the meaning of the sacrament. 
 
As our Hammond Street Congregational Church looks at our traditions during this unusual time, perhaps 
we could focus not so much on how we do things in every aspect of worship and remember why we do 
what we do.  In this way we might find new ways to adapt.   
 
Tradition is important. It should never be thrown out just for the sake of doing something new.  However, if 

tradition keeps us from experiencing God in Christ, it might be time to make a change. If the change is not 

effective, it can be changed.  May form follow meaning. 

 
 
 

 



The Texts This Week:  Acts 8: 26-40; Psalm 22:25-31;  1 John 4:7-21;  John 15: 1-8 

The Hammond Streeter 
is a weekly publication of the 

Hammond Street Congregational Church, 

United Church of Christ 

P.O. Box 1106, Bangor ME 04402-1106  - 

Phone: 207-942-4381 

Website: www.hammondstreetchurch.org 

Email: HSCC@midmaine.com 

An Open & Affirming Congregation 

NOTE FROM THE OFFICE 
Please let us know in the office if your contact infor-
mation has changed Ex. Address, phone, email, etc.  
You can either call the office at 942-4381 or email at 
HSCC@midmaine.com.   
Thank you    Rita 
PLANS FOR IN-PERSON SERVICES 
Beginning on Sunday (May 2, 2021) we will resume in-
person services every week! It will not be necessary to 
register with the office in order to attend any of the ser-
vices, all are welcome in this place. 
 

Governor Mills has expanded the number of people 
who can be in attendance so we will increase our cap 
to 150.  We are monitoring the air exchange levels in 
the Sanctuary and feel confident that we are able to 
provide a safe environment for all.  We will evaluate, 
every week, the situation in our community and will 
make adjustments as necessary. 
 

On May 2, 2021 we will offer communion but in a dif-
ferent manner than the usual.  Pre-made individual 
servings of two grapes and a gluten free cracker will 
be available for anyone who wishes to participate in 
communion.  Participants will pick up these covered 
containers from tables as they enter the Sanctuary 
which will help to comply with social distancing regula-
tions. 
 

We will wait to resume our Fellowship Hour after 
church but we encourage people to remain in the 
Sanctuary upon completion of the service in order to 
visit with each other.  The services will be posted on 
YouTube as we recognize that not everyone is feeling 
comfortable attending a service.  Please contact 
HSCC with any questions.  
 

ANNUAL SPRING CLEAN UP - Saturday May 
15,  8 to Noon 
Mark your calendar and call or email the church 
office to let us know you can help with this right of 
spring.  Inside and outside activities are being 
planned.  All morning or a couple of hours, 
your help is needed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LAY READER Please remember if you want to be a Lay 
Reader for services on Sunday,  to sign up in the book on 
the back table.   
Thank you.   

A NOTE FROM YOUR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
COMMITTEE 
 

Happy May to you all.  This is to inform you that I have 
sent out a final packet of Sunday School material to 22 
children in our Sunday School.  Each month since the 
pandemic has kept us apart, I have sent the children a 
packet.  Each packet contained the lesson for the 
month, a craft to do, puzzles, color papers and stories 
to read.  This has been done to let the children know 
that their Sunday School teachers and friends at 
church have not forgotten them.   
The packet may have to be continued for a while in the 
Fall.  We can hope for the best to be able to be togeth-
er.  A thought for the Summer and all we have been 
through.  
 Happy moments, praise God. 
 Difficult moments, seek God. 
 Quiet moments, worship God. 
 Painful moments, trust God.  
 Every moment, thank God. 
    Nancy Smith 
 

FLOWERS  Our current floral provider has in-
creased their prices (without us knowing) from $15 to 
$30.  We are looking at other options at this time.  So 
the price for flowers will be $30.  Thank you for under-
standing.   
 

CONDOLENCES 
We would like to express our sincere condolences to 
the family of Barbara Brown on her recent passing.   
Also to Dave Blier on the recent passing of his dad.   
If anyone would like addresses to send cards to, 
please contact Rita in the Church office at 942-4381. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hammond Street  
Congregational Church 

P.O. Box 1106 
Bangor, ME 04402-1106 

 

 
. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 "While You Were Out" 
Last year the hymnals and Bibles were stored.  The Bibles are back in the pews!  Hymnals will join 

them when we are singing again.    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
"While You Were Out" 
Heidi Crahen and Ryan Murphy metal detected HSCC's front lawn on April 24.  These avid hobby-
ists were approved by Trustees to see what they could find.  47 cents in modern coin, several nails 
including a square one, an old GM car key, and lots of trash. 
Let us know what you uncover next time. 

 

 


