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FROM THE PASTOR’S OFFICE
READING
“Hope” is the thing with feathers –
That perches in the soul –
And sings the tune without the words –
And never stops – at all –
And sweetest – in the Gale – is heard –
And sore must be the storm –
That could abash the little Bird
That kept so many warm –
I’ve heard it in the chillest land –
And on the strangest Sea –
Yet – never – in Extremity,
It asked a crumb – of me.
-Emily Dickinson
WORDS OF HOPE
On this day in 2004, a lesbian couple in their 50’s became the first legally married
same-sex partners in the United States. For this reason, May 17 is recognized as
Same-sex Marriage Day. Though Massachusetts ruled that prohibiting the right to a
civil marriage to be unconstitutional in 2003, it took twelve more years for the Supreme
Court of the United States to follow and acknowledge the right to a legal civil union for
same-sex couples across this country. For those of us that are progressive Christians,
sadly many of those who fought against these rights (and continue to do so) invoke
the name of Jesus in in their arguments.
As Christians, we turn to Jesus as an example of how to live. So, what examples does
Jesus give us for marriage – heterosexual or same-sex? None. We have no record of
Jesus’s life between age thirteen and twenty-nine, the period of life when a young
Jewish man would likely have married.
Sixth Sunday of Easter
In person Sunday Service
Pastor Gary
May 22, 2022
10 AM

PLEASE REMEMBER
Westgate: Roberta Seavey
Hammond Streeters at Home: Sandy Farver, Ronnie & Helga
Kittredge, Del Reidt, Eda & Hugh Morrison, Valerie Montgomery, Judy Bean is with Emily.

Scholarship does not agree on whether or not Jesus was indeed married. Given this scenario, if who one marries is so important, why does Jesus not give us better guidance?
Perhaps who one marries is not important to Jesus. Maybe Jesus is truly concerned with
our ability to open our hearts and love fully no matter our own or our partner’s sexual
identity. Maybe it was Jesus who is responsible for the now popular “Love Is Love”
phrase.
As with much of scripture, the words of the above Emily Dickinson poem have been interpreted many different ways. Yes, it is about hope. But is it generic hope? Probably not.
Emily Dickinson was in love with the woman who eventually became her sister-in-law.
Though she knew their relationship could never be, Emily clung to and survived on
hope…and deep love for Susan. She wrote these words in a letter to her lover:
“Come with me this morning to the church within our hearts, where the bells are always
ringing, and the preacher whose name is Love — shall intercede for us!”
How interesting that Emily Dickinson chose to use the metaphor of the church as she
pleads for her lover to join her. And yet, “the church” has been the loudest opponent to
such love.
We speak of the power of God’s love, a love that, as humans, we do not have the capacity to fully comprehend. My hope is for a world that can simply acknowledge this, our human limitation, and truly live into the prayer “God’s will be done.”
PRAYER
God of love, I pray that I will never underestimate the power of your love and the ways
that it is manifested in my heart, my life, and my world. Amen

Texts for the week beginning May 22nd: Acts 16: 9-15; Psalm 67; Revelations 21: 10, 22-22:5; John 14: 23-29

MEETINGS:
Music Committee Meeting - 5/29/22
12:00 pm—Fellowship Hall
FOOD CUPBOARD:
The food cupboard is seeing the numbers
of clients we are serving growing again.
We are in need of soup and peanut butter.
Thank you for your help. Rita
GRADUATES FOR CLASS OF 2022:
Do You Have graduates in your family?
If you have High School or College Graduates this year, please let me know.
We would like to recognize them by listing
they’re names in the Hammond Streeter for
June 1st. Please get those names in by
May 28.
NURSERY CHILDCARE AVAILABLE
DURING WORSHIP:
Childcare is available in the nursery for
children under 5 every Sunday. Kiersta
Marie Fairbrother is the childcare provider.
Kiersta will be in the nursery starting at
9:30 am. Bring your children early to get
registered for the nursery, to meet Kiersta,
and to get acquainted with the nursery before the service.
In accordance with our Covid protocols,
Kiersta will wear a mask, and we ask that
children over two wear a mask. When
Penobscot County has maintained a low
transmission rate for several weeks, we
will reconsider the Covid protocols.
We are happy to again provide childcare
so that parents of young children can focus on attending worship.

JUDGE GENE CARTER MEMORIAL:
A memorial service for Judge Gene Carter
will be held on Friday, May 27th at 1:00 PM
at Hammond Street Congregational
Church.
ANNUAL CHURCH CLEANUP DAY:
On Saturday, May 14th we had a very successful turnout for annual cleanup day.
Many thanks to all who pitched in.

OFFICE HOURS: The church office hours
are Monday—Friday 9:00 AM—3:00 PM.
When the Administrative Assistant is in
the building alone the church door will be
locked. Please call the office and she will
let you in. Thank you.
NEW EMAIL ADDRESS:
Please make a note of our new email address and update your contact list:
admin@hammondstreetchurch.net

Please sign up to read scripture
and dedicate flowers in the notebooks in the back of the sanctuary on the table.
LIVE STREAMING:
You can watch our worship services live
on the public Hammond Street Congregational Church Facebook page.
hammondstreetcongregationalchurch@hsccucc

SECURITY REMINDER: Please make
sure the backdoor is locked when you
leave. Lock it and give it a tug to make
sure it is secure.

Mark your calendars for Sunday, June 12, 2022, as we welcome back
the Reverend Dr. Mark Doty for a service of Celebration and Release.
More information to come.

BANGOR PRIDE:
Bangor Pride season is right around the corner and now is your chance to get involved!

This year we are so excited to bring Bangor
Pride back to Downtown Bangor on June
25th, 2022, with a parade and festival taking
place in West Market Square and Norumbega Park. The parade will take place from
11am - 12pm, and the festival portion of the
day will take place from 12pm - 4pm.
Hammond Street Church will be represented in the Pride Parade and Festival. We
need you to join us in celebrating Pride and
representing Hammond Street Church in the
Parade and Festival.
We will be marching in the Parade and have
a booth at the festival. You can sign up to be
a part of this exciting event at church or by
calling the church office. We need persons
in the Parade and to help man the booth.
Join us and let Bangor experience our extravagant welcome for all people.
MEMORIAL DAY:
Memorial Day is May 30th.

POSTPONING THE INDOOR YARD AND
BAKE SALE:
Due to the surge in Covid infections, and
after talking with some of the volunteers,
the safest course of action for our volunteers and shoppers is to postpone the Indoor Yard and Bake Sale. Hopefully, we'll
be able to reschedule this event later in the
summer or early fall.
Looking ahead, Lynda Ryder
PILGRIM LODGE SUMMER CAMP:
Pilgrim Lodge summer camp registration is
open. The Maine Conference United
Church of Christ summer camp located on
Lake Cobbosseecontee in West Gardiner
has a new director, Liz Charles McGough,
and is ready for an activity-filled summer.
Here is a link to the website for more information. https://
www.pilgrimlodge.org/ HSCC has some
funds available to help with the cost of a
Pilgrim Lodge camping experience. If you
are interested in a PL campership, contact
Lynda Ryder at pondpaddle@msn.com.
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