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SCRIPTURE 
Psalm 137.1-3 
By the waters of Babylon, 
    there we sat down and wept, 
    when we remembered Zion. 
On the willows[a] there 
    we hung up our lyres. 
For there our captors 
    required of us songs, 

                      and our tormentors, mirth, saying, 
                         “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!” 
 
WORDS OF HOPE 
These days, do all the gloom-sayers of local, national, and world news paint a picture of hope-
lessness for you? We have had a lot of company in those feelings for thousands of years of his-
tory. But a careful reading of the Scriptures lets us know that God seemed to always take the 
sourest fruits of defeat and squeeze them into the sweetest of lemonade. 
 
The history of the Jewish people tells of an earlier time when much of the population suffered a 
catastrophic disaster and loss of their customary religious practices. The Temple building of Je-
sus' time was not the first Jewish Temple. Centuries earlier, a first Temple had been built and 
became the heart-center of Jewish religious life. However, it was destroyed by the invading ar-
my of Nebuchadnezzar and much of Judah's population exiled to distant Babylon (586 B.C.E.). 
They were forced to live in an enclave in that land of strange language, religion and customs.  
 
Those Ancient Jews were utterly bereaved by the loss of their national identity and religious 
practices. (Read of their grief in Psalm 137) They called themselves "gola" (exiles) and sought 
to forge a new Jewish identity in this foreign land. They struggled to understand this terrible 
event because God had promised protection to their forefathers. With divine help, they crea-
tively remade their spiritual practice without the formality of a temple structure.  

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost  
In person Sunday Service  

Pastor Gary Bagley 
August 21, 2022 

10 AM 

 PLEASE REMEMBER 
 
Westgate:  Roberta Seavey, Del Reidt 
Hammond Streeters at Home:   Sandy Farver, Eda & Hugh Morri-
son, Valerie Montgomery,  Judy Bean is with Emily. 
Silvia Ross Home: Ronnie & Helga Kittredge 



PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
The purpose of HSCC’s Pastoral Relations 
Committee (PRC) is to support “a healthy re-
lationship between the pastor and congre-
gants in order to enhance the effectiveness 
of the church’s ministry.  The committee 
serves in two primary ways: 

As an advisory group for the pastor’s 
leadership: sharing ideas, dreams, 
expectations and concerns of the 
congregation with the pastor; and 

As a support group for the pastor’s 
leadership: interpreting roles, func-
tions, boundaries, opportunities, 
and needs of the pastor to the con-
gregation.”  

 
HSCC By-laws stipulate that for one year fol-
lowing the call of a new pastor the original 
Pastoral Search Committee will serve as the 
PRC if they are able to do so.  Following the 
first year the pastor will appoint five mem-
bers to make up the committee.   

 
The first meeting of HSCC’s Pastoral Rela-
tions Committee took place in mid-July.  
Please feel free to contact any of the mem-
bers with questions and thoughts.  As al-
ways, we encourage direct communication 
with Pastor Gary regarding any questions, 
suggestions or concerns.  The PRC mem-
bers include: Heidi Crahen, Kathy Frazier, 
Susan Gildart, Ben Haskell, Sam Hess, Brad 
Ryder, and Ruey Yehle. 

WILLING WORKERS WANTED! 
Every Tuesday morning a group of HSCC 
supporters gather to make a difference in 
our church.  Cleaning, painting, repairing, 
building while talking, laughing, and help-
ing each other makes the work satisfying 
and the time fly by.  While many of us vol-
unteer from 8:00 to 12:00 each Tuesday, 
others come and go as their schedule al-
lows.  Any and all help is welcome.  If you 
are interested in working with a great 
group of people and helping HSCC at the 
same time please let Mary in the office 
know through email 
(admin@hammondstreetchurch.net) or 
phone (207-942-4381) or for questions or 
interest contact Larry Blethen at 
(lpbecb@aol.com) or Ruey Yehle at 
(ryehle2@gmail.com). 
 
DEEPEST CONDOLENCES: 
Mildred “Milly” Ranney, a member of 
HSCC for 64 years, died on March 21, 
2022 at age 97 and is buried at Mt. Hope 
Cemetery.  She worked at the front desk 
of St. Joseph Hospital for many years 
greeting and helping visitors.  She also 
served her country in the military during 
WWII.  Her husband James was a Deacon 
here at HSCC and he died in 1979 at age 
64.  The only living relatives are her 
grandchildren.  There was no obituary 
published and we obtained this infor-
mation from Brookings—Smith. 

Their worldview changed and they tended to look toward a day of God's salvation as the 
underpinning of their spiritual lives. Their earlier writings, oral history and traditions were 
collected together forming the Torah which then took its finished form. They developed a 
social lifestyle which reflected the Laws of the Torah.  
In Babylon, they became known as "people of the book". Then God acted to bring salvation 
to them. Cyrus (King of Persia who had defeated Nebuchadnezzar's empire) was inspired 
by God to build a new Temple in Jerusalem. In order to construct and manage it, he or-
dered that the captive Jewish population return to Jerusalem and rebuild a great temple to 
worship Yahweh. This gave them a new opportunity. Their religious life, practices and so-
cial influence were renewed, actually re-created... sweet lemonade indeed! 
 
PRAYER 
Loving Creator, re-create in us the spirit of hopefulness, optimism, and trust that regardless 
of the tensions that often surround us are not in charge of us; that the only One truly in 
charge is You. 
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FOOD CUPBOARD: 
The Food Cupboard is in great need of 
Peanut Butter.  Thank you for your contin-
uous help we really appreciate it.    Rita  
 
FREE BEAN LUNCHES: 
Join us on Saturday, Sept. 3rd from 12-1, 
we will provide a free meal for the commu-
nity.  We serve homemade beans, hot 
dogs, casseroles, cole slaw and a dessert 
to 60-90 people. There are lots of volun-
teer opportunities to include set-up, serving 
and cleanup as well as making casseroles, 
cookies or dessert.  We’d love your help. 
Please contact Lois Baxter at:  
auntlolo49@gmail.com  or 207-745-4117 if 
you have any questions or would like to 
volunteer. 
 
CHIME CHOIR REHERSAL: 

Chime Choir rehearsals start Sunday Au-
gust 28th! Chimes rehearse directly after 
service each Sunday in the Throckmorton 
Room (off the Fellowship Hall). Experi-
enced ringers as well as newcomers are 
welcome! Reading music is a plus but not 
required. The Chime Choir is open to youth 
5th grade and up and adults. Come join the 
fun! For more information, contact Judy 
Fricke. Email: judysfricke@yahoo.com or 
text: (901) 491-1184. 
 
CHOIR REHERSAL: 
Choir rehearsal is starting up again on 
Wednesday, August 31st at 6:30 PM. 

Texts for the week beginning August 21—Jeremiah 1: 4-10; Isaiah 58: 9b-14; Hebrews 12: 18-29; Luke 13: 10-17 

 
 

 

 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS: The church 
office hours are Monday—Friday 9:00 
AM—12:00 PM until 8/26. Starting on 
8/29 we go back to 9 AM to 3 PM. Please 
knock or call the office and someone will 
let you in.  Thank you. 
 
NEW EMAIL ADDRESS: 
Please make a note of our new email ad-
dress and update your contact list: 

admin@hammondstreetchurch.net   
 
Please sign up to read scripture and 
dedicate flowers in the notebooks in 
the back of the sanctuary on the table. 
 
LIVE STREAMING: 
You can watch our worship services live 
on the public Hammond Street Congrega-
tional Church Facebook page.   
hammondstreetcongregationalchurch@hsccucc 

   
SECURITY REMINDER:  Please make 
sure the backdoor is locked when you 
leave.  Lock it and give it a tug to make 
sure it is secure. 
 
VIDEO TAPING SUNDAY SERVICES: 
We need folks to stream  the services on 
Sunday.  Please contact the church office 
if you can help.   

MEETINGS: 
Council Meeting—8/23/22 at 6:30 PM 
Stewardship Meeting—8/25/22  at 6:30 PM 
Diaconate Meeting—9/6/22 at 6:30 PM 
  
THANK YOU: 
To my Hammond Street family,  
Many thank you’s for all the calls, cards, 
notes, hugs and all around love you have 
all given me upon Amy’s death.  Please, 
when you are feeling stressed grab a bag 
of your favorite potato chips and think of 
Amy as you eat her favorite vegetable.  I’m 
giving each one of you a smile and please 
pass a smile along to each other.  Thank 
you all,   Lovern Stockwell 

MAN’S BICYCLE NEEDED: 
We have someone that is in need of a 
man’s bike for transportation needs.  If 
you have one or know anyone who does 
that could donate a bike, please contact 
Pastor Gary at:  
Pastor@hammondstreetchurch.net or call 
the church office at 207-942-381.   
Thank you 
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