
Fulfilling the Vision 

Acts 2:14-21 

God said, “I will pour out my spirit on all kinds of people and your sons and daughters will prophesy and your 

young men will see visions and your old men will dream dreams and whoever calls on the name of the Lord 

will be saved". A vision. Without it a church flounders and with it a church will flourish. A vision is, in essence, 

a picture of God's preferred future. And the vision I want to share with you today is as old as the prophet Joel, 

as powerful as the one on the day of Pentecost and is as current as the morning news. 

The hand of God is upon us. The same God who encountered Moses at the Burning Bush, called Nehemiah to 

rebuild the walls of Jerusalem and empowered the early church to change the world, is calling us to be faithful. 

It takes the hand of God to accomplish the purposes of God. Let me repeat that again. It takes the hand of God 

to accomplish the purposes of God. It has always been that way. In Deuteronomy 5:15 Moses says to the 

children of Israel, Remember God brought you out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an out-stretched arm. 

Nehemiah 2:8 says, The gracious hand of my God is upon me to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. Luke reports in 

Acts 11:21, The Lord's hand was with them, and a great number of people believed. 

One of the first things I was asked to do upon becoming your pastor was to lead the congregation in developing 

a vision. Let me say to you that the vision that we develop will not be my vision for the church. The hand of 

God has been upon this church since its founding 189 years ago. All I am trying to do is to lead us through the 

process and help the congregation articulate it. Somehow in the design of things, God decided that Hammond 

Street Church would be a church for all people and one that is reaching out into the community offing Christ to 

all. Somehow in the tides of times, God decided that it would not be built around a particular pastor. Once more, 

in the development of things, we are asked to follow the footsteps of the faithful. Will those who come behind 

us find us committed? 

With the hand of God upon us, hearts are being touched. Maybe it is too early to tell but I contend that 

something changed in American society in March of 2020 when everything was shut down due to a pandemic. 

Materialism is giving way to meaning. Isolation is being abandoned for community. I think we woke up that to 

discover that “making it" is not everything and self-sufficiency is severely limited. “Sometimes we need to go 

where they always know your name and sometimes you need to be where they are always glad you came." 

We hunger for community. And if you want to know where community happens here, it happens in the group 

life of this church. It happens in worship, Bible Study, in outreach, in willing workers and the bean luncheon, in 

fellowship groups in this congregation. If you want to know caring happens in the church, I have witnessed it. If 

you want to know where compassion is expressed in this church, then look to the group life, the activities, the 

opportunities, the study and fellowship that are available for every age group along the way. And you know 

what? I really do understand it because that is where belonging happens here. 

The hand of God in upon us. Touching hearts where they hurt. The hand of God is upon us transforming lives 

into what they were created to be. Do you realize that the average worship attendance in protestant churches 

across America is eighty-nine people on Sunday morning? Did you get what I just said? A whole new church 

just came into being in the last 30 days. It says something about the faithfulness of parents, made promises to be 

faithful in rearing your children. It also says something about the faithfulness of the church to be in there to help 

form and fashion individuals. 

These are the presidents, legislators, business leaders, lawyers, doctors, teachers and pastors of the future! These 

people will shape and form society. What people will believe and how we act as a world is happening right 

here—right now, this moment. Sometimes it is slow and gradual, and you hardly see it. Sometimes it is 

dramatic and fast. 



The spirit of God is within us. On the day of Pentecost, they came from different cultures and countries. On the 

day of Pentecost, they arrived with their own opinions and persuasions. On the day of Pentecost, they had seen 

their share of troubles and had carried their share of burdens. Something happened that day, that transformed 

the world. A crowd of complex, diverse, highly opinionated people united because the Holy Spirit descended 

upon them and so filled them that the world was revolutionized. I pray for that kind of spirit to descend upon us 

today. Come, Holy Spirit, our souls inspire. That is my prayer. 

The spirit unites us. The spirit inspires, excites, and thrills us. I am passionate about life. I got a chance to live, 

and I want to live it all. I have a deep devotion to the Lord. I just want to do whatever it is God wants us to do 

together. I am thrilled at the opportunity to know you and to make this journey with you. I deeply believe God 

touches people's hearts to make a difference for good in the world. Do it according to your personality, but let 

the spirit get a hold of you today. 

The spirit of the living God is within us. The power of the living God is beneath us, lifting us, moving us. I 

know absolutely nothing about flying an airplane, but I know that airplanes are different from any other means 

of transportation. Cars, trains, and boats can come to a complete stop and back up, but it's not so with an 

aircraft. If it loses forward momentum, it begins to fall and great is the fall of it. The only safe direction for an 

airplane in onward and upward. 

There is a principle in business which says you cannot stand still. Either you are moving forward, or you are 

falling back. That principle applies to churches as well. For the last 2 years this church has quivered on a 

plateau. Now plateaus are not bad. In fact, they are an important moment in history. You need some time to 

assess and see where you are. Plateaus can become pinnacles of nostalgia by which we remember the good old 

days, or they become launching pads for new ministries. I want to be on the launching pad. How about you? 

Today we begin our 2023 Stewardship campaign. Our focus in the next three weeks will be on the importance 

of investing in the future of Hammond Street Church. We do that through our financial commitment to support 

the work of God through this congregation. Our Vision for the future requires us to invest in this work. Each of 

us invest our resource in the things that are important to us. How, important is the work of God through our 

congregation to you. 

The power of God lifts. The power of God stretches us. When we say we can’t do anymore it is God who shows 

us we can and gives us the ability to do it. I don't know what it has been like in your life, but the Lord always 

asks from me more than I think I have to give. I think that every Sunday when I step into this pulpit. I never 

ever fail to feel how inadequate I am to do this job when I climb these steps every Sunday. But stretching is the 

way that God pulls us to our full potential. Oh yes, sometimes it makes you sore. If we are going to give all God 

wants us to give, we are going to have to stretch. It is by stretching that we become God's instrument in the 

world. 

So, I leave you with this prayer found in the tiny book of Jude. “Now unto him who is able to keep you from 

falling, and to make you stand without blemish in the presence of God’s glory with rejoicing, to the only God 

our Savior through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, power, and authority, before all time and now and 

forever." Amen. 


