
 The Hammond Streeter 
                                     The Newsletter of the  

  Hammond Street Congregational Church, UCC, Bangor, ME 

  
An Open and Affirming Community 

October 19, 2022 

Website: www.hammondstreetchurch.org          Phone: 207-942-4381 

      FROM THE PASTOR’S OFFICE             

SCRIPTURE: 
Ephesians 6:10-20 
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the whole 
armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For 
our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against 
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore, take up the whole ar-
mor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having 
done everything, to stand firm. Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around 

your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. As shoes for your feet put on whatever 
will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. With all of these, take the shield 
of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and al-
ways persevere in supplication for all the saints. Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a mes-
sage may be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I 
am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak 
WORDS OF HOPE 
     Most people use the term ‘myths and legends’ to refer to fictional stories that are meant to 
explain the unexplainable, or to an aggrandize on a hero. I had a very wonderful high school 
British literature teacher, who emphasized that in the literary world a myth is a form of story 
that may or may not be fiction. The two examples he always used were the Iliad, which is a 
story based on historical fact: a war between the Greeks and the Trojans. 
The other fictional story is the one about George Washington and the Cherry tree. Spoiler alert. 
George did not cut down a cherry tree when he was a young man and then take responsibility 
for it. In our culture we often refer to myths in our everyday speech without worrying about the 
reality or fiction of what we’re saying. We refer to tasks as Herculean. We refer to someone 
making a bad mistake as opening Pandora’s box. We do this because we have a common 
grounding in the stories for the most part, and it helps our listener understand our meaning. 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost  
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Pastor Gary Bagley 
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10 AM 
All Are Welcome!!!! 

 PLEASE REMEMBER 
 

Westgate:  Roberta Seavey, Del Reidt 
Hammond Streeters at Home:   Sandy Farver, Eda & Hugh 
Morrison, Valerie Montgomery,  Judy Bean, Emily Bean. 
Silvia Ross Home: Ronnie & Helga Kittredge 



ALL SAINTS SUNDAY: 
As November approaches we are beginning to 
prepare for our All-Saints Celebration on Sun-
day, November 6. We are putting together a list 
of those who have passed from the Church 
Temporal to the Church Triumphant. If you 
know of members or immediate family mem-
bers who passed away between November 1, 
2021, to November 1 2022 please let us know 
by calling the church office and giving us the 
name, birth date and death date. Thank you for 
your help. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 
Just in case you hadn’t noticed yet, our  
Sunday School program is back in full  
swing now.  Nancy Smith and Kathy 
Frazier have wonderful learning opportuni- 
ties for both younger and older children  
every Sunday during worship. They wel- 
come all your children to join them for a  
fun and enlightening experience. 

     I believe that is how we should read the above passage. While it is a favorite of Vacation Bible 
School to have children make physical representations of the armor and label them in accordance 
with this verse, the writer was not intending people to have actual physical armor. He used what peo-
ple knew to represent the kind of preparation Christians should make in dealing with the world. And 
the world of that time was very, very military, especially in the area of Palestine. Roman soldiers 
were everywhere. This was the time of the Pax Romana, the peace that comes from the authority of 
Rome, maintaining order by force. The temple had guards. The analogy of the armor would have 
been understood. But it also would’ve been out of most people’s reach in terms of actual physical 
armor. 
     Notice, if you will, that there are several places where the armor is softened. Instead of some sort 
of marching boots that protect the feet and ankles, the writer says to put on whatever will prepare 
you to proclaim the gospel of peace. The sword is the word of God. The belt of truth and the breast 

plate of righteousness, clearly point to non-physical protections. 
     The author was writing to his audience in his time. In a different time in a different circumstance 
the author might’ve used a different analogy. Imagine writing to a group of surgeons! Put on the sur-
gical gown of righteousness, put on the gloves of truth, use the scalpel, which is the word of the 
Lord. 
     For your meditation, it might be an interesting devotional exercise to rewrite this passage in the 
context of the world in which you live and work. While this may seem like a childish exercise, think 
about how it would help prepare you to deal with those people in your world, who might not share 
and might actually attack your beliefs. It might also help strengthen your connection to the divine 
That is what this passage is about to me. 
 
PRAYER 
Creator, God, we know that following the example of Jesus’s life will not be easy sometimes. We 

may feel we need armor to protect ourselves as we try to walk that path. But truth, righteousness, the 
gospel of peace, the words we have been given as a guide, will help us on that path. We thank you 
for giving us the ability to understand, and to act in such a way that we can follow a path that leads 
to you and is a light for others to see. Amen 

DEAR HAMMOND STREETERS, 
My walk maybe over, but it’s not too late to help. 
It's easy to have an impact on this important and 
universal cause. Anytime until October 31, you 
can: 
Make a donation online: give directly through my 
fundraising page: http://
danafarber.jimmyfund.org/goto/Tracy_Bigney 
Send in a check: Write a check payable to 
"Boston Marathon Jimmy Fund Walk" with my 
name and participant ID 1012022 in the memo 
line and send it directly to the address below: 
Boston Marathon Jimmy Fund Walk 
P.O. Box 3595  
Boston, MA 02241-3595 
OR make a check out to the Jimmy Fund Walk 
and mail it to me to send in.  Cancer touches all 
of us.  Thank you in advance for your generosity 
and for supporting me as I take steps to defy can-
cer.   
My fundraising goal is $2,000.   Tracy Bigney 

http://danafarber.jimmyfund.org/goto/Tracy_Bigney
http://danafarber.jimmyfund.org/goto/Tracy_Bigney


KATHY JELLISON UPDATE: 
We are happy to announce that our Music Di-
rector, Kathy Jellison’s surgery was successful 
and she is home from the hospital recuperating.  
Please keep her in your prayers for a safe & 
speedy recovery. If you would like to send her 
cards you can send them to her home address: 
109 Johnson Road, Dedham, ME  04429.   
  
 
 
 

Texts for the week beginning October 23rd:  Jeremiah 14: 7-10, 19-22; 2 Tim 4: 6-8, 16-18; Luke 18: 9-14  

 
 

 

 

DEADLINES FOR PUBLICATIONS: 
Sunday Bulletin—Thursdays at 12:00 PM 
Hammond Streeter—Tuesdays at 11:00 AM 
every other week. 
 
THE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  
Monday—Friday 9:00 AM—3:00 PM. Please 
knock or call the office at 207-942-4381 for 
assistance.  Thank you. 
 
EMAIL ADDRESS: 
 

admin@hammondstreetchurch.net   
 
Please sign up to read scripture and 
dedicate flowers in the notebooks in 
the back of the sanctuary on the table. 
 
LIVE STREAMING: 
You can watch our worship services live on 
the public Hammond Street Congregational 
Church Facebook page.   
hammondstreetcongregationalchurch@hsccucc 

   
SECURITY REMINDER:  Please make sure 
the backdoor is locked when you leave.  Lock 
it and give it a tug to make sure it is secure. 
 
VIDEO TAPING SUNDAY SERVICES: 
We need folks to stream  the services on Sun-
day.  Please contact the church office if you 
can help.   

MEETINGS: 
Council Meeting—10/20/22 at 6:30 PM-FH 
Stewardship Mtg.–10/27/22 at 6:30 PM-Sinnott 
Diaconate Mtg.—11/1/22 at 6:30 PM-Parlor 

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE: 
The purpose of HSCC’s Pastoral Relations 
Committee (PRC) is to support “a healthy re-
lationship between the pastor and congregants 
in order to enhance the effectiveness of the 
church’s ministry.  The committee serves in 
two primary ways: 

-As an advisory group for the pastor’s  
leadership: sharing ideas, dreams,  
expectations and concerns of the  
congregation with the pastor; and 
-As a support group for the pastor’s  
leadership: interpreting roles, functions,  
boundaries, opportunities, and needs of  
the pastor to the congregation.”  
 

HSCC By-laws stipulate that for one year fol-
lowing the call of a new pastor the original 
Pastoral Search Committee will serve as the 
PRC if they are able to do so.  Following the 
first year the pastor will appoint five members 
to make up the committee.   

 
The first meeting of HSCC’s Pastoral Rela-
tions Committee took place in mid-July, our 
second meeting is coming up in the next few 
weeks.  Please feel free to contact any of the 
members with questions and thoughts.  As al-
ways, we encourage direct communication 
with Pastor Gary regarding any questions, 
suggestions, or concerns.  The PRC members 
include: Heidi Crahen, Kathy Frazier, Susan 
Gildart, Ben Haskell, Sam Hess, Brad Ryder, 
and Ruey Yehle. 
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