
God IS 

Luke 20:27-38 

Human beings have a hard time imagining anything outside of our realm of experience. Not only that but in our current 

culture, respect for authority has dwindled. Mistrust abounds not only of each other but of anything that smacks of 

authority or even more so of the unknown. 

We live day to day a comfortable and comforting existence in which we can be sure of certain things. Or can we? 

Take this pew for instance. We know for sure that this pew is solid. It’s material. We can see it. We can touch it. The air 

on the other hand can only be felt, we cannot see it. And yet we are certain it’s there. Otherwise, we wouldn’t be 

breathing. Our faculties tell us that it exists. And we believe it to be true. Even things we cannot see, such as wind, 

helium, oxygen, or natural gas, still conform to our very comfortable and comforting laws of physics. Science, our 

boundaries of space and time, although much about these is still unknown, give us boundaries within which we 

comfortably live. We can understand this world. We comprehend it. We experience it. We know it. We depend upon it. 

We are part of it. We acknowledge it. 

But what lies outside of it, that’s uncomfortable for us. Very uncomfortable indeed. 

Even what we believe to be solid information can be undermined by modern physics. Are you sure this pew is solid? Or 

is it an illusion? Is what we see real? How do you know? What is real anyway? Only what we’ve determined it to be. 

To think about these things makes us uncomfortable. Uncertainty makes us uncomfortable. It’s no wonder that we are 

so uncomfortable with the idea of “faith” –the trust of things unseen and unexperienced, the trust that something exists 

even outside of our realm of knowledge, belief, or experience. Trust has nothing whatsoever to do with certainty, except 

that we feel certain of things that can’t be proved. 

Faith is not a head thing. It’s a heart thing. 

In our church year, we have just celebrated the honoring of “all our saints” on the heels of All Hallows Eve (what we in 

our American culture name Halloween). Both of these holidays celebrate what we cannot see. While we would prefer to 

simply honor those who have passed away in our surrounding church communities or acknowledge those who have 

founded our denominations, religions, churches, and faiths, the celebration of this day is so much more than a simple 

“remembrance.” 

When Jesus met with his disciples in the upper room that evening of his impending arrest, he initiated with his disciples 

a ritual and asked that every time they would partake of food or drink together that they would do it sacramentally to 

acknowledge his upcoming sacrifice and his identity as Son of God, savior of humankind. But it was more than a simple 

“remembrance.” We remember Jesus’ sacrifice, but we also engage in an intimate, super-natural experience in which we 

commune with Jesus and he with us. Jesus uses food not because it’s convenient but because we embody it when we 

consume it. We embody not only the memory and the ritual but the presence of Jesus within our hearts and souls. 

We may see and experience bread and juice. But in faith, we “know” Jesus in a way we haven’t before –intimately and 

dynamically. 

When we honor those who passed, the saints of our past, we not only call out their names, we acknowledge that they 

still “live” among us. We may not see them, but if we trust in Jesus that his resurrection is real and that those who live in 

him are also resurrected, then they too live among us. 

Jesus uses the example in our scripture today of God speaking to Moses through the burning bush. Moses speaks of God 

as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and he says, Moses was not speaking of those dead in the past but of those 

still living in the present. For God “is not God of the dead but of the living; to him all of them are alive.” 

This is a powerful statement! 

 



Jesus, as he so often does, is telling the story of Moses and the burning bush in an entirely new way. This story for Jesus 

is about God, the nature of God, the “out of this realm of understanding” concept of a God who is not only present and 

living in the symbol of the Spirit fire, but that all who have passed on before us are alive to God as well! For God’s ways 

are not our ways. God’s time is not our time. God’s space is not our space. God’s reality is not our reality. 

Our laws (created by God) of space, time, death, and life are not God’s boundaries of understand. Only ours. 

God exists in an entirely different plane, in which what appears to us impossible is completely possible and what appears 

to us dead is to God entirely viable. 

For God everything and everyone of God’s people from the beginning of time remains alive. We may not see them. We 

may not acknowledge them. But God does. Faith means that we can extend our minds to accept this, even though our 

brains have trouble wrapping around it. 

Recently, William Shatner took a space flight on a Blue Origin rocket flight organized by Jeff Bezos. On the Today Show 

Shatner (90) revealed the strange feeling he had looking down at the earth from space. He described feeling that the 

earth seemed so “fragile” in contrast to the vastness of space. When he stared out into the “coldness of space,” he 

found himself seeing everything differently once he stepped back onto the earth. He was moved to tears as he returned 

home to planet earth. His experience gave him a new appreciation for the “warmth of the Earth” as opposed to the 

“cold, dark, black, emptiness” of space. He felt a new connection to those around him and a new appreciation for this 

life as only we know it. Shatner felt in leaving the earth behind a kind of emptiness and grief that felt almost 

indescribable. 

God created. That beginning of our story in Genesis that we’ve heard a thousand times must have felt brand new in that 

experience of actually leaving the earth behind and entering into a place so vast and boundaryless that it’s hard for our 

brains to process it. 

God created an “earth,” a place in which only we have the kind of life we understand and know. God created it all in 

relationship, in connection. Not only are we a large ecosystem teeming with life, but we exist in the midst of a vastness 

to big even to comprehend. 

Imagine how vast God must be to have created from out of it all “us.” God not only created but continues to nurture us, 

pays attention to us, is concerned for us, is present with us, and all those before us become part of God’s eternal, 

heavenly kingdom, which until we get there, we will never understand. 

Faith acknowledges that it exists. 

I doubt that any of us can imagine how it might feel to look down at our earth from the emptiness of space, to 

acknowledge how small it all looks, and yet how special and unique. 

Out of nothing, God created life. And God continues to create life, to sustain life, and to acknowledge life. What God has 

created and who God claims does not die but lives eternally with God. We don’t understand how. We can’t comprehend 

where or in what way this can be. We only know that it is, just as God is. “I AM who I AM” said God as Moses questioned 

who he was. 

God cannot be pinned down to one of our laws of physics, mathematics, or even geography. God is not confined to a 

spot, a church, a place, or even to our imaginations. God simply IS. God is everything and has created everything that IS. 

And because God IS, we are. 

Today, as you remember those who came before you, as you partake in Holy Communion, as you contemplate God, this 

world, and your faith, let your mind be free for a moment to soar beyond what you know. Instead, marinate in the 

impossibility, supernaturality, and vast incomprehension of God. I guarantee, you will leave this place with a greater 

appreciation of your reality, the place you call home, your life, your neighbors, and above all your faith. 

 



May you too look forward to spending eternity as part of God’s amazing and beautiful world, both this one and the one 

to come. We may not know it yet. But we do know it in our hearts to be true. 

God IS. 

And we will be too…. 


