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        FROM THE PASTOR’S OFFICE             
 
SCRIPTURE 
Genesis 21:  1-7 
 
Now the LORD was gracious to Sarah and had said and did for Sarah what had been 
promised. Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the 
very time God had promised him. Abraham gave the name Isaac to the son Sarah 
bore him. When his son Isaac was eight days old, Abraham circumcised him, as God 
commanded him. Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to 
him. 
 

Sarah said, “God has brought me laughter, and everyone who hears about this will laugh with me.” 
And she added, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have 
borne him a son in his old age.” 
 
WORDS OF HOPE 
As we anticipate the birth of Christ into the world, today’s scripture reading reminds us of another 
miracle birth to the two people who were the founders of our faith. Sarah and Abraham had been 
promised a child for many years and in fact Sarah was about 90 years old when the birth of Isaac 
finally occurred. Isaac’s name means “Child of Laughter” and Sarah hoped that everyone who ever 
knew of the story of his birth would share the same kind of joy that she had experienced. These 
would certainly have been Mary’s wishes as she gazed on that baby in the manger. 
 
That manger in which the newborn Jesus lay no longer exists. Long ago, it fell into uncertainty or 
the weather of time. But spiritually at each Christmas season, it continues to draw us into its pres-
ence and offer weary humanity it's redeeming hope. 
 
The poet and writer Marty Haugen put it this way: "Holy Child within the manger, long ago yet ev-
er near; Come as Redeemer to every stranger, calm our hope for every fear. Once again, we tell the 
story how your love was shown. Holy Child within the manger, lead us ever in your way, so that we 
see in every stranger how you come to us today. In our lives and in our living give us strength to 
live as you did, so that our hearts may be forgiving and our spirits strong and true." 

Christmas Day    
In Person Sunday Service  

Pastor Gary Bagley 
December 25, 2022 

10 AM 
All Are Welcome!!!! 

 PLEASE REMEMBER 
 

Westgate:  Roberta Seavey, Del Reidt 
Hammond Streeters at Home:   Sandy Farver, Eda & Hugh 
Morrison, Valerie Montgomery 
Silvia Ross Home: Ronnie & Helga Kittredge 



WINTER WARMTH/MITTEN TREE: 
Our annual Mitten Tree is up in the Narthex. 
Please bring in mittens, gloves, scarves, hats 
and socks if you can to help those in need keep 
warm this winter.  The tree will remain up 
till January 3rd, 2023. 
 
2022 MEMBERSHIP DUES: 
Have you paid your membership dues for 
2022?   What are the dues and where does 
the money go? 
Our UCC State Conference and our Associa-
tion (Katahdin Association) asks each church 
to pay dues. This year the dues are $18 per 
member; this amounts to $4,000 for HSCC an-
nually.   Ninety percent of the monies collect-
ed are sent to our State Conference for them to 
continue their work in our State, the remaining 
ten percent is sent to our Katahdin Associa-
tion. The monies are used to support the con-
ferences and their work at both the State and 
Local levels. If you are not sure if you have 
paid your dues, please reach out to Joni Decato 
(jonid@roadrunner.com) or leave a message at 
the office.  
 
EMPTY LAUNDRY DETERGENT 
CONTAINERS: 
We are collecting empty laundry containers 
with twist off lids for safe needle disposal for 
H.E.A.L.  Please bring in your empties to help 
them out.   
 
STEWARDSHIP MOMENT: 
Christmas is the season of giving, and we 
would like to encourage all of you to give a 
one-time gift for the advent season. No gift is 
too small or too big – every penny counts! 
Growing In Faith Together – That’s what we 
do best. Let’s share our wonderful HSCC – 
bring a friend or co-worker to church this 
month. Every Sunday has something special... 

Now in this Christmas season, that welcoming stable manger is found everywhere hearts and lives 
are open to God's divine embrace. 
 
PRAYER 
I pray that each of us will be richly blessed by the kiss of the Christmas message, and may it invigor-

ate our Christian witness to the world. As we meet others, may we be that shining light first shown 
to us by the Christ child. Amen 

 
SAVE THE DATE: 
Faith Linking in Action Celebrates Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Through the Generations at 3:00 pm on 
January 15, 2023.   
In person or on Zoom at the Unitarian Universal-
ist Society of Bangor. More information to fol-
low!   
"Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice every-
where!" Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
THE CHRISTMAS CARD MAILBOX 
The mailbox will be in the Narthex/front entry 
from Dec 11 through Jan 8.  We do not have a 
delivery person, so please check the box through 
the season to see if greetings are there for you. 
 
 
HSCC SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS: 
Let’s give a big shout out to the children of Ham-
mond Street Congregational Church for making 
these adorable place cards for the Christmas Din-
ner table at Bangor Nursing Home & Rehab to 
brighten their Holiday.  They made 60 cards in all 
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DEADLINES FOR PUBLICATIONS: 
Sunday Bulletin—Thursdays at 12:00 PM 
Hammond Streeter—Tuesdays at 12:00 PM  
 
THE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  
Monday—Friday 9:00 AM—3:00 PM. Please 
knock or call the office at 207-942-4381 for 
assistance.  Thank you. 
 
EMAIL ADDRESS: 
 

admin@hammondstreetchurch.net   
 
Please sign up to read scripture and 
dedicate flowers in the notebooks in 
the back of the sanctuary on the table. 
 
    
SECURITY REMINDER:  Please make sure 
the backdoor is locked when you leave.  Lock 
it and give it a tug to make sure it is secure. 
 
VIDEO TAPING SUNDAY SERVICES: 
We need volunteers to video tape the services 
on Sunday so that anyone can watch it on 
Monday on our Hammond Street Congrega-
tional Church Facebook page.   
hammondstreetcongregationalchurch@hsccucc 

Please contact the church office if you can 
help.   

MEETINGS: 
NO MEETINGS THIS WEEK 
 
 
 
HSCC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
COVID GUIDELINES: 
Low Risk—Social distancing of six feet and 
masking is not required. 
Medium Risk—Social distancing of six feet 
and masking is recommended. 
High Risk—Social distancing of six feet and 
masking is mandatory. 
Signs will be posted to let everyone know what 
the level of risk is at all times. 
Green Sign—Low Risk 
Yellow Sign—Medium Risk 
Red Sign—High Risk 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Merry Christmas 

From All 

Our Staff at HSCC 



  
A few notes from December council meeting: 

 
The safety committee recommended and council approved the updated COVID protocols. 

(included was HSCC Room Occupancy by CDC Transmission Levels.) They will ad-
dress the choir and singing during worship services and get back to Kathy and crew. 

Trustees: 
1.  As of end of Nov. the Operating Fund has a negative balance of $22,409 which is 

line with what was anticipated. The deficit may be even higher by the end of De-
cember depending on expenses. Fuel costs are the biggest factor exceeding the 
budgeted amount.  Trustees voted to take $27,000 from cash in our investment ac-
counts to cover the year-end deficit and to take the remainder as a loan from the 
building fund. This loan will need to paid back to the building fund. We can take 
this amount without selling any stocks. 

2.  Was able to hire a new plowing and shoveling contract with a local company that 
will start as of 12/15/22. Hoping this may save us a little $ in the long run. 

3.  We plan to move forward with separate dumpsters for HSCC and the Clark House. 
4.  The trustees recommend that at Annual Meeting the moderator appoint a fundrais-

ing team to plan fundraising events. 
 
The Pastor’s Report: 
     Gary had recommended and council excited to offer  a “ January Retreat”  for all lead-

ers and committee members of the church. The retreat is also open to anyone else who 
may wish to join us on Saturday, Jan. 14th from 9am-1pm at HSCC. Breakfast goodies  

     and a pot-luck lunch will be offered. The retreat will focus on several “vision” discus-
sions along with setting the calendar year for 2023. 

 
     A concern coming from nominating is the lack of HSCC members willing to fill open-

ings in most standing committees for 2023 and beyond. We will discuss this topic at 
our January retreat. Your moderator and clerk will term out at the end of 2023 and are 
looking for anyone willing to “mentor” with them during 2023.  

      
     We finished by the trustees presenting the 2023 budget. The budget recommended pro-

jects a sizeable deficit that they propose covering by funds from investments and /or 
borrowing from the building fund as needed. This is not sustainable for the long-term, 
but we are fortunate to have these resources for difficult times.  

 
  Please Mark your calendars: 
  Jan. 14th (Sat)   9am-1pm  HSCC Retreat  HSCC 
  Jan.  22nd                   11:30        Annual Meeting       HSCC 
 
                                               Your moderator 
          
                                               Don Spencer 



 

 

 

 

Christmas Celebrations 

At  

Hammond Street Congregational Church 

 

 
 

December 24  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

     7:00 p.m. on Saturday in the Sanctuary 
 

December 25  Christmas Day Service on Sunday at  

                      10:00 AM in the Sanctuary  

  

  

Please join us as we celebrate and prepare for the birth of our  

Savior, Jesus Christ. 
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An Open & Affirming Congregation 

God is still speaking. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


