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        FROM THE PASTOR’S OFFICE             
 
SCRIPTURE 
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi 
from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born 
king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. Matthew 
2:1-3  
 
"Hope and Trouble"  
Now for the rest of the story! We’ve celebrated the birth of Jesus (we call it Christ- 

mas or “Christ worship”), but were it not for Matthew’s gospel we wouldn’t know                       
how close on the heels of Jesus’ nativity does trouble appear. 
 
In a few days we enter the season of Epiphany—the realization of the presence of God to all peo-
ple, both Gentile and Jew, as marked by the visit of the magi to the infant Jesus and his parents. 
Traditionally, we’ve sort of run the story together by having the “wise men” appear at the stable. 
That’s not how Matthew, the only gospel to record the event, recounts what happened. 
 

A period of time has passed from when an astronomical event prompts three foreign observers to 
travel to Judea in order to see the one whose birth was marked in the heavens. King Herod’s re-
sponse confirms this. When Herod’s scheming is undone by the magi, he orders the death of any 
male born in the region for the last two years. Rachel and parents everywhere are weeping, indeed! 
 

Perhaps your ending a year of struggle and are looking for easier days ahead. Be comforted in 
knowing that struggle does not overpower hope nor does evil get the best of God’s good news. Re-
read the previous sentence again and take it in, letting it sink into your psyche and your soul. 
 

As we begin a new year remember, hope is closer than it may appear. Live with courage and keep 
moving forward. Make a positive difference in this world by being a person of hope and encourage-
ment for others. My personal epiphany is that God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God! 

EPIPHANY SUNDAY    
In Person Sunday Service  

Pastor Jim Scovil 
JANUARY 1, 2023 

10 AM 
All Are Welcome!!!! 

 PLEASE REMEMBER 
 

Westgate:  Roberta Seavey, Del Reidt 
Hammond Streeters at Home:   Sandy Farver, Eda & Hugh 
Morrison, Valerie Montgomery 
Silvia Ross Home: Ronnie & Helga Kittredge 



 
You made it possible for us to serve over 1300 
clients through our Syringe Services Program 
in Bangor and Ellsworth, allowing us to help 
the wellbeing of the community safely dispos-
ing of 682,596 used syringes.   
You made it possible for Bangor Pride’s 30th 
anniversary festival to gather a record number 
of people, over 6000 people gathered in down-
town Bangor in a display of love, compassion 
and joy.  
You made it possible to train health care pro-
viders, correctional facility staff, and commu-
nity organizations with our LGBTQ+ cultural 
competency programs.   
 
HEAL Has a New Support Group!  
HEAL With Me is a support group for individ-
uals working in social services. The group 
meets virtually on Zoom the first Wednesday 
of every month, at 5:30 PM.   
Zoom Meeting ID: 860 0431 4238 
Passcode: 54321  
Help us to create a safe place for professionals 
to speak freely and get the support they need. 
Attendance and topics discussed do not leave 
the confidence of the group. For more infor-
mation, reach out to Jennifer Sinclair at: 
jennifer.sinclair@mainehealthequity.org.  
 
YOU are central to our mission, and to 
what our team can do, and we need your 
support now more than ever.   
 
THANK YOU: 
Roberta Seavey would like to thank everyone 
who sent her a Christmas Card.  She has them 
on her bulletin board where she can easily see 
them. They really brighten up her room.   
  

Prayer  
Holy One, thank you for being the God who is with us—incarnate in Jesus and present now through 

the gift of your Spirit. Remind us of your presence when we are too troubled to see the Hope that is 

near.    Amen. 

 
WINTER WARMTH/MITTEN TREE: 
Our annual Mitten Tree is up in the Narthex. 
Please bring in mittens, gloves, scarves, hats and 
socks if you can to help those in need keep warm 
this winter.  The tree will remain up till Janu-
ary 3rd, 2023. 
 
THE CHRISTMAS CARD MAILBOX 
The mailbox will be in the Narthex/front entry 
till Jan 8.  We do not have a delivery person, so 
please check the box through the season to see if 
greetings are there for you. 
 
 
SAVE THE DATE: 
Faith Linking in Action Celebrates Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Through the Generations at 3:00 pm on 
January 15, 2023.   
In person or on Zoom at the Unitarian Universal-
ist Society of Bangor. More information to fol-
low!   
"Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice every-
where!" Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
EMPTY LAUNDRY DETERGENT 
CONTAINERS: 
We are collecting empty laundry containers with 
twist off lids for safe needle disposal for 
H.E.A.L.  Please bring in your empties to help 
them out.   
Let's take a look at what HEAL has accom-

plished in our 35th year!  

Donations from people like you make our mis-
sion possible, this year alone:  
 
You made it possible to serve over 150 clients 
that are HIV+ through medical case manage-
ment.   
You made it possible for HEAL to distribute 
4,292 Naloxone kits, and for the overdose rever-
sals of 574 people. There is no way to overstate 
the worth of 574 people still being here with us in 
our community.  
You made it possible to combat the overdose 
death rate in Bangor through Naloxone training at 
local colleges, businesses, and organizations.  

mailto:jennifer.sinclair@mainehealthequity.org


 
 

 

 

DEADLINES FOR PUBLICATIONS: 
Sunday Bulletin—Thursdays at 12:00 PM 
Hammond Streeter—Tuesdays at 12:00 PM  
 
THE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  
Monday—Friday 9:00 AM—3:00 PM. Please 
knock or call the office at 207-942-4381 for 
assistance.  Thank you. 
 
EMAIL ADDRESS: 
 

admin@hammondstreetchurch.net   
 
Please sign up to read scripture and 
dedicate flowers in the notebooks in 
the back of the sanctuary on the table. 
 
    
SECURITY REMINDER:  Please make sure 
the backdoor is locked when you leave.  Lock 
it and give it a tug to make sure it is secure. 
 
VIDEO TAPING SUNDAY SERVICES: 
We need volunteers to video tape the services 
on Sunday so that anyone can watch it on 
Monday on our Hammond Street Congrega-
tional Church Facebook page.   
hammondstreetcongregationalchurch@hsccucc 

Please contact the church office if you can 
help.   

MEETINGS: 
Diaconate Mtg.—1/3/23 at 6:30 PM—Parlor 
 
 
 
HSCC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
COVID GUIDELINES: 
Low Risk—Social distancing of six feet and 
masking is not required. 
Medium Risk—Social distancing of six feet 
and masking is recommended. 
High Risk—Social distancing of six feet and 
masking is mandatory. 
Signs will be posted to let everyone know what 
the level of risk is at all times. 
Green Sign—Low Risk 
Yellow Sign—Medium Risk 
Red Sign—High Risk 

The Pastor’s Report: 
I am excited to offer  a “ January Retreat”  for 
all leaders and committee members of the 
church. The retreat is also open to anyone else 
who may wish to join us on Saturday, Jan. 14th 
from 9am-1pm at HSCC. Breakfast goodies 
and a pot-luck lunch will be offered. The re-
treat will focus on several “vision” discussions 
along with setting the calendar year for 2023. 
 
A concern coming from nominating is the lack 
of HSCC members willing to fill openings in 
most standing committees for 2023 and be-
yond. We will discuss this topic at our January 
retreat. Your moderator and clerk will term out 
at the end of 2023 and are looking for anyone 
willing to “mentor” with them during 2023.  

  
  Please Mark your calendars: 
Jan. 14th       9am-1pm  HSCC Retreat
   
Jan. 22nd  11:30     Annual Meeting  HSCC 
    
FOOD CUPBOARD: 
The number of clients the Food Cupboard is 
serving continues to increase.  They are in 
need of Peanut Butter, Cereal, Pasta. Thank 
you for your continuous help we really appre-
ciate it. Rita  
 
NO COMMUNION ON 1/1/2023: 
There won’t be any communion on 1/1/2023.  
We will have a normal communion service on 
1/8/2023 instead. 
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God is still speaking. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


