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SCRIPTURE 
Matthew 19:14 NKJV 
But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of 
such is the kingdom of heaven.” 
 
WORDS OF HOPE 
                                     The Wisdom of a Child 
 
Most people would say that Tabitha was too young to understand. She was three, 
and a three-year-old is not expected to understand the hardness of life yet. Tabitha’s 

mother was a single parent who worked three jobs just to afford the daycare and a small apartment 
in the ghetto. Every day, despite the five hours of sleep on weekdays and seven hours of sleep on 
weekends, Tabitha’s mother woke up tired. The only toy that Tabitha had to play with was an old 
brown baby doll. Her mother was embarrassed that she could not get her a real toy and not some 
mud-stained doll with tears on the fringes of its dress. 
 
Yet even though the makeup on the doll was fading and one could hardly make out its smile any-
more, Tabitha loved the doll so much that her mother could not tell whether Tabitha knew it was 
not a real baby. Tabitha liked to hold the baby doll close to her little chest and sing it the same lulla-
by her mother sang to her. Then, she would tuck the doll into bed, whisper, “I love you baby,” and 
kiss it on the forehead before getting tucked into bed herself. That Christmas, Tabitha’s mother had 
planned something very special. She had saved up enough money to get her daughter a beautiful 
new doll. It was the best that money could buy and could easily be mistaken for a real baby from a 
distance. 
 
When Christmastime came around, Tabitha woke up and immediately looked for her baby, but she 
could not find it anywhere. Her mother was holding the new doll in shiny apple red wrapping pa-
per. “Here’s your baby!” she explained and handed the present to her daughter. Tabitha eagerly un-
wrapped her gift, but when she saw that the doll was not the same doll that she had tucked into bed 
every night for a year, she was confused. With tears in her eyes, Tabitha started pleading for her ba-
by. Confused, her mom began to wonder where she went wrong. That was when she searched her 
heart and concluded. How would she feel if someone took Tabitha away and tried to give her  
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Westgate:  Roberta Seavey, Del Reidt 
Hammond Streeters at Home:   Sandy Farver, Eda & Hugh 
Morrison, Valerie Montgomery 
Silvia Ross Home: Ronnie & Helga Kittredge 



 
You made it possible for us to serve over 1300 
clients through our Syringe Services Program 
in Bangor and Ellsworth, allowing us to help 
the wellbeing of the community safely dispos-
ing of 682,596 used syringes.   
You made it possible for Bangor Pride’s 30th 
anniversary festival to gather a record number 
of people, over 6000 people gathered in down-
town Bangor in a display of love, compassion 
and joy.  
You made it possible to train health care pro-
viders, correctional facility staff, and commu-
nity organizations with our LGBTQ+ cultural 
competency programs.   
 
HEAL Has a New Support Group!  
HEAL With Me is a support group for individ-
uals working in social services. The group 
meets virtually on Zoom the first Wednesday 
of every month, at 5:30 PM.   
Zoom Meeting ID: 860 0431 4238 
Passcode: 54321  
Help us to create a safe place for professionals 
to speak freely and get the support they need. 
Attendance and topics discussed do not leave 
the confidence of the group. For more infor-
mation, reach out to Jennifer Sinclair at: 
jennifer.sinclair@mainehealthequity.org.  
 
YOU are central to our mission, and to 
what our team can do, and we need your 
support now more than ever.   
 
FOOD CUPBOARD: 
The number of clients the Food Cupboard is 
serving continues to increase.  They are in 
need of Peanut Butter, Cereal, Pasta. Thank 
you for your continuous help we really appre-
ciate it. Rita  
 
 
  

someone else, telling her that this little girl was better? She went to the closet and pulled out Tabi-
tha’s old torn doll and gave it back to her. Again, Tabitha held her baby doll close to her chest, and 
with joy in her heart, sang mommy’s favorite lullaby. In the end, Tabitha’s mother just laughed real-
izing that at some point she began measuring worth, something her daughter had not yet learned to 
do...and perhaps, it was Tabitha who really understood all along. 
PRAYER 
Loving God, Teach us that joy is valuable but does not have to be expensive. Amen. 

FREE BEAN LUNCH: 
Don’t forget to join us for our monthly Free Bean 
Lunch on Saturday January 7, 2023 from 12 pm 
to 1 pm in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
THE CHRISTMAS CARD MAILBOX: 
The mailbox will be in the Narthex/front entry 
till Jan 8.  We do not have a delivery person, so 
please check the box through the season to see if 
greetings are there for you. 
 
 
SAVE THE DATE: 
Faith Linking in Action Celebrates Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Through the Generations at 3:00 pm on 
January 15, 2023.   
In person or on Zoom at the Unitarian Universal-
ist Society of Bangor.  
"Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice every-
where!" Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
EMPTY LAUNDRY DETERGENT 
CONTAINERS: 
We are collecting empty laundry containers with 
twist off lids for safe needle disposal for 
H.E.A.L.  Please bring in your empties to help 
them out.   
Let's take a look at what HEAL has accom-

plished in our 35th year!  

Donations from people like you make our mis-
sion possible, this year alone:  
 
You made it possible to serve over 150 clients 
that are HIV+ through medical case manage-
ment.   
You made it possible for HEAL to distribute 
4,292 Naloxone kits, and for the overdose rever-
sals of 574 people. There is no way to overstate 
the worth of 574 people still being here with us in 
our community.  
You made it possible to combat the overdose 
death rate in Bangor through Naloxone training at 
local colleges, businesses, and organizations.  
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DEADLINES FOR PUBLICATIONS: 
Sunday Bulletin—Thursdays at 12:00 PM 
Hammond Streeter—Tuesdays at 12:00 PM  
 
THE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  
Monday—Friday 9:00 AM—3:00 PM. Please 
knock or call the office at 207-942-4381 for 
assistance.  Thank you. 
 
EMAIL ADDRESS: 
 

admin@hammondstreetchurch.net   
 
Please sign up to read scripture and 
dedicate flowers in the notebooks in 
the back of the sanctuary on the table 
or call the office. 
 
    
SECURITY REMINDER:  Please make sure 
the backdoor is locked when you leave.  Lock 
it and give it a tug to make sure it is secure. 
 
VIDEO TAPING SUNDAY SERVICES: 
We need volunteers to video tape the services 
on Sunday so that anyone can watch it on 
Monday on our Hammond Street Congrega-
tional Church Facebook page.   
hammondstreetcongregationalchurch@hsccucc 

Please contact the church office if you can 
help.   

MEETINGS: 
Music Committee Mtg. 1/8/23 at noon-Throck. 
 
 
 
HSCC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
COVID GUIDELINES: 
Low Risk—Social distancing of six feet and 
masking is not required. 
Medium Risk—Social distancing of six feet 
and masking is recommended. 
High Risk—Social distancing of six feet and 
masking is mandatory. 
Signs will be posted to let everyone know what 
the level of risk is at all times. 
Green Sign—Low Risk 
Yellow Sign—Medium Risk 
Red Sign—High Risk 

HSCC JANUARY RETREAT: 
Pastor Gary is excited to offer  a “ January Re-
treat”  for all leaders and committee members 
of the church. The retreat is also open to any-
one else who may wish to join us on Saturday, 
Jan. 14th from 9am-1pm at HSCC. Breakfast 
goodies and a pot-luck lunch will be offered. 
The retreat will focus on several “vision” dis-
cussions along with setting the calendar year 
for 2023. 
 
A concern coming from nominating is the lack 
of HSCC members willing to fill openings in 
most standing committees for 2023 and be-
yond. We will discuss this topic at our January 
retreat. Your moderator and clerk will term out 
at the end of 2023 and are looking for anyone 
willing to “mentor” with them during 2023.  
  

  Please Mark your calendars: 
Jan. 14th       9am-1pm  HSCC Retreat
   
Jan. 22nd  11:30      HSCC Annual Meeting   
    
DID YOU KNOW: 
2023 is the 190th anniversary of the organiza-
tion of Hammond St. Congregational Church? 
On November 28, 1833 a petition by 73 mem-
bers of the first Congregational Church in 
Bangor requested they be dismissed from said 
church”...for the purpose of forming ourselves 
into a new church.” The request was granted 
and on December 2nd plans were made to call 
an Ecclesiastical Council to convene on De-
cember 5th at 10 AM at the new Hammond 
Street Vestry. The Council was composed of 
pastors & delegates from churches at Bangor, 
Brewer, Bucksport, Hampden & Orono and 
Revs Jotham Sewall, George Brown & Revs 
Profs Enoch Pond & Alvan Bond. The work of 
the Council found everything in order and 
then voted unanimously to proceed to organize 
the petitioners into a separate church and con-
cluded its deliberations with an appropriate 
public worship service. 
 
 
 
 
 



Artwork on Display in Worship 
 
On Christmas Eve and Day as well as Epiphany the Artwork of Jim Day, a regular attender of our ser-
vices, will be on display. His work presents the Christ Child and the Holy Family in a way that we do not 
always see. Using the faces of indigenous peoples Jim has presented the Holy Family in a way that chal-
lenges us to see Christ in the faces of all people. I hope that you enjoy the artwork that he has loaned us 
and that it will help all of us to see in others the face of Christ from the poorest to the wealthy.  
 

          The Christ Child by Jim Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                 The Holy Family by Jim Day 

 

 



VISIONING PROCESS: 
At the January 14, leadership meeting we will be discussing how we will continue the visioning 
process that was begun in September of 2021. To help us remember what was done I am including 
the Report for the Visioning team at that time. We will look at this again and will use this report as 
the starting point for the next team as they work to put together our vision for the future of Ham-
mond Street Congregational Church. 

 
Report of the Visioning Committee: 

 
Vision for Hammond Street Congregational Church,  

United Church of Christ 
 
We welcome all God’s children, to gather and to learn, to support one another, and to serve the 
greater community. 
 
The Visioning Committee was charged with determining what we at Hammond Street do well, 
and, where we would like to be in 5 years. We sent out surveys to the entire membership and 13 
surveys were returned. We also determined seven major aspects of our congregation and held fo-
cus groups to discuss each area. The focus groups were well attended (14-Christian Ed., 8-Liturgy, 
9-O&A/Social Justice, 5-Technology, 9-Outreach, 9-Finance, and 13-Music) and many church 
members provided detailed feedback via the surveys and focus groups. The Visioning Committee 
also contacted five community groups to learn more about them, and how HSCC might better 
support these organizations.  These groups included Health Equity Alliance, Eastern Area on Ag-
ing, Bangor Area Homeless Shelter, Food & Medicine, and Courage Lives.  Finally, we were 
asked to write a “motto” that best reflects HSCC – you see that above. 
 
Surveys  
We first asked members to rank what they valued most about HSCC. The areas were: People/
Relationships/Fellowship, Worship, Outreach, Open & Affirming/Social Justice, Education, Tradi-
tion/History, Other (3 write-ins for Music).  People/Relationships/Fellowship ranked first with 7 
ones. 
Worship ranked second, and Outreach ranked third. 
O&A/Social Justice, Christian Ed., and Tradition ranked fourth, fifth and sixth respectively.  
 
We then asked members to rank what they believed HSCC’s people are most passionate about. 
The areas were: Worship, Education, Mission, Other. 
Worship was ranked first with 9 ones, 3 twos, and 1 three. 
Mission was ranked second with 4 ones, 7 twos, and 1 three. 
Education was ranked third with 9 threes, 1 two, and 3 fours. 
 
After reviewing the surveys and the discussions from the focus groups, the Visioning Committee 
felt these were the most important aspects of Hammond Street Congregational Church, UCC. 
 
Open & Affirming and Social Justice  
HSCC has, for years, been an open and affirming church.  HSCC’s mission in this area has been 
not only to provide a safe zone for LGBTQ+ Christians to worship but also to advocate for human 
rights in the greater community, such as via participation in Pride activities.  Additionally, our so-
cial justice work is intertwined with Outreach efforts (see below) to assist people in economic 
need.  A third aspect of HSCC’s social justice work has been to improve physical accessibility to 
HSCC.  In 2016, the Lothrop family bequest generously provided funds to provide access to the 
building to people experiencing mobility limitations.   



Our five-year vision is to continue to uplift and support the LGBTQ+ community, including 
youth.  Despite recent legal and societal victories for LGBTQ+ human rights, it is clear that rights 
and full affirmation are not fully secure in our society at large, due to attacks from some politi-
cians, judges, churches, etc.  Thus, HSCC continues to be called to play a vital role, going forward, 
in support of the LGBTQ+ community.  We are dreaming of working more generally, as well, for 
human rights and for economic progress for the people of the Bangor area.  One example is explor-
ing mechanisms to more generally help food pantry clients to improve their economic security. To 
further increase accessibility, HSCC will explore projects including providing a wheelchair-
accessible and gender-neutral bathroom, maintaining adequate sound systems for people experi-
encing hearing loss, working toward choir loft accessibility, and posting our services online for 
home- or facility-bound people.  We hope to work toward environmental stewardship in concrete 
ways such as reducing the building’s use of fossil fuels when looking into a new heating sys-
tem.   We hope to encourage diversity efforts beyond our work on LGBTQ+ issues, including anti-
racism education and efforts and facilitated discussion and friendship with our Jewish and Muslim 
neighbors.   We hope to make our own church more democratic and “congregational,” by educat-
ing church members about the structure of church leadership and about ways to participate in deci-
sion-making, by advertising and making accessible church meetings to members including to peo-
ple with mobility limitations or caretaking responsibilities, and by generally increasing accessibil-
ity, dialogue, and participation in church decision-making by the members.   
 
Christian Education   
The role of Christian Education at HSCC has always been important for the young and old alike. 
For children, it is a place where they learn God loves them and is always with them. For adults, it 
is a chance to reaffirm their faith and to expand their understanding of the greater world around us. 
With that being said, we often will have 20 kids on one Sunday, and 3 the next. It is hard to com-
pete when church is not the priority over work, sports and other activities now happening on Sun-
days. Currently, HSCC has a volunteer CE director and volunteer Sunday School teachers, though 
these are often hard to come by. A strength for our youth has been through music, including the 
youth choir and pageants. 
 
Our five-year dream, like any church, would be to have a thriving CE program for youth and 
adults. We would like to see a pastor committed to our youth and adult Sunday School. A paid CE 
director might be a possibility, but children don’t drive themselves. We need programs and activi-
ties to attract young adults so that they would bring their children. It is vital to get our youth and 
young adults active in the weekly church services as well as our ongoing outreach and social pro-
grams. Being an active member, participating, and sharing in the life of the church is important for 
all ages. 
 
Outreach  
HSCC is intensely involved in providing food, clothing, and shelter for the poor. This includes a 
food pantry (which served 300 to 350 families per week during the pandemic), monthly free bean 
lunches, a Thanksgiving meal to the community, and partnering with the Bangor Homeless Shelter 
to provide regular monthly meals. 
 
In looking to the future, HSCC will explore ways to encourage increased opportunities for church 
members and friends to volunteer to help the food pantry, bean lunches, Thanksgiving dinner, and 
Homeless Shelter meals, including potential weekend activities. Information about these activities, 
such as the infrastructure and financial support required to make these viable, will be communicat-
ed and advertised widely. HSCC will also explore expansion of outreach activities, such as offering 
cooking, budgeting, and financial literacy classes to food pantry clients. 



Worship and Music 
Worship and music provide the foundation for inspiration and action in the congregation. For 
many Hammond Streeters, the primary interaction with other members is at Sunday worship. For 
this reason, HSCC strives to provide a service that is participatory and engaging; music that is 
beautiful and uplifting; and a message from the preacher that is relevant, meaningful, and inspira-
tional. 
 
In addition to maintaining these baseline goals, HSCC wishes to explore a wider variety of musi-
cal styles and encourage greater participation of children and adults in singing and other musical 
groups. We will explore new ways to receive and respond to prayer requests in the church service. 
We wish to see more opportunities for the community to gather for fellowship. We would like to 
explore more permanent and professional streaming of services to members unable to attend in 
person, and to the greater community. 
 
Communication and Technology   
Technology includes all devices used to communicate, website, sound system in the sanctuary and 
vestry, Wi-Fi in the building, live streaming, taping and posting our services, email, Twitter, in-
stant messaging (IM), Instagram, Snap Chat, etc. We need to expand and improve as appropriate. 
This would allow us to reach folks in multiple ways and to reach out into the community. It facili-
tates everything we do. 
 
The increased communication could lead to a Communications Committee with a job description 
and at least one paid position. We need to call a minister who is comfortable with technology and 
would support our growth efforts. 
 
Vision Statement  
We welcome all God’s children, to gather and to learn, to support one another, and to serve the 
greater community. 
 
09/30/2021 
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God is still speaking. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


